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PREFACE. 

T he Author of the following Pages being a fu- 
pcrnumcrary Oflicer on the Bengal ElhiblKli- 
ment, and dehrous* of employing his leifurc Time, by 
improving himfelf in the Knowledge of the Pcrlian 
Language, as well as to gain Information of the Ilif- 
tory and Nfanners of the Nation, obtainctl a Fuiion ;!i 
for that Furpole; from which CircumtUincc thefe 
o a s E R V A r i o N s aro fe . 

The Advantages he obtained during a Reliuence of 
Eight Months at Shirauz, by being domelllcated with 
the Natives, and living entirely as one in a Family, 
will, he hopes, make this Attempt acceptable to his 

b Reader?, 
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P R E F J C E, 

Readers, and gratify their Curiofity, with refpedt to 
many of their Manners and Cuftoms, which have 
not heretofore been fo fully made known by other 
European Travellers. 

The Ideas contained intliat Part of the AVoik re- 
lative to the celebrated Ruins of Perfepoli';, arole 
to the Author as he viewed them: — a much more 
perfect and accurate Account might have been given 
of them, had his Situation afforded him the Means 
of piocurin^ the necelfary Implements, and Aflif- 
tance, for taking Views, and Meafurements upon the 
Spot. 

Tn E latter Part of his Remarks, containing the Rc- 
volniion at Bad 'r and the TranfaiEllons relative to the 
Situation of Perfn, fro n the Doceafe of Nadir Shah 
until the prefent Year, will probably be deemed moft 
iiitcrclling to the Public, as they ferve in fome Mea- 

fure 
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fure to fill up a Chafiu in the HUlory of Perfia, 
from that Period. This Conhderation, added to the 
Requed of ma’.iy of his Partial Friends, firfl fuggeft- 
cd tj hini the Idea of a Publication, and gave him 
Confidence that it v/oiild prove acceptable to his Coun- 
trvmcn : fliould it be fo fortunate as to meet with 
their Approbation, the Author will deem himfelf am- 
ply repaid for the Fatigue, and other Inconveniences 
he has experienced in the Courfe of the Expediton. 


lEILLIAM FRA NCKLIN. 
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MADE ON A TOUR FROM 

BENGAL TO PERSIA, 

In the Years 1786-7. 


O N THE 27th of February 1786, I embarked on board the 

ihip Yarmouth, Captain Greenly commander, for Bombay 
in my way to Perfia, having obtained a furlough from the Coun- 
ci], for three years. 

On the 7th of March we left the pilot. — 2 2d March made the 
land, about i 2 o Vlock P. JNI. — ran paid our port in the night about 
twelve miles; — 2jd, alldiy nearly becalmed ; anchored at fix in 
tide evening : — 24th, atdiy light, made fail; at (even law the flag 
flaft' at Point de Gallo ; at twelve went on Ihore. 

Point de Galle is a fmall f^rt, fituatcd on the louth-wcft 
fide of the idandof Ceylon, belonging to the Datch Ead* India 
Company, and has a commandant and a linall military force ; 
the commandant is lubjei^l: to the orders of the govciiior of 

B Coluiiibo, 


Sailed. 


Poinf 

Gall 
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Columbo, the chief refidcncy on the fune iflan 1 ; tiic 
excepting the Dutch, are a mixture of Malabiirs nucl natDe Por- 
tugueze ; but great numbers of the latter, efpecially of the lower 
clafs of people. Tliere is a tol.rable tavern here, the only one 
in the place; the living very cheap. Here is little trade at this 
place, excepting on account of the Dutch Company. Topazes, 
amethyAs, and other precious Aoncs, ate found on t!ie ifland of 
Ceylon, and brought here for llilc ; but it is dangerous to pnr- 
chale them, when let, without being (killed in thofe commodities, the 
people who fell them being very expert in miki.ig tlie falle (loiies 
appear like true ones, by colouring them at the bottom. No kind 
of fpice, nutmegs, or any other rarities for which inis ifland is lb 
celebrated, arc to be met with at this place ; nor did we, on our 
approach to the ifland, perceive any of thole odoriferous gales 
defcrlbed by travellers, as exhaling from the cinnamon and 
other fpices with which this iflantl abounds. The harbour is 
circular ; at the entrance of it lay many rocks, juft above t'lc 
furfacc of, the ^vater, which make it very dangerous for ftraiigc 
Ihips to g§‘ in, withovit a pilot; the .waves beat with amazing 
violence againft the fortifications. Along, and almoft all around 
the harbour, are the country houfes of the inhabitants, which 
hfivc a pkn'ing cfFeift to the eye ; the road to thde, by land, is 
through a grove of cocoa-nut frees, which forms an agreeable 
ftia le. However, this place muft be very unhealthy, as very 
high hills lay clofe behind the houfes, and exhale noxious 
vapours both morning and evening, which make it very precari- 
ous to the inhabitants in point of health ; they are in general fickly, 
but particularly Europeans. I obftrved, in the courle of 


a 
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a few hours ftay on fliore, fevenil people whofe legs were fwjllel 
in a moft extraordinary manner; this the naciv^es a:cou:it 
for, from the badnefs of the water, and the vapou s whieh 
arife from the adjoining hills. I have heard thit tli^ inh:ih.tan:s 
of Malacca are liable to thi fune dlfeale, an l from fiiiil’a: 
caulcs. 

Fish is to be lii l h^re in greit plenw ; poalcry of all k\ \ U h 
very fcarce; the fruitsS arc cliiehv plaiUviins, pine app!j>, anl p;. n- 
plcnofcs; tlic cocoa nuts arc alio in great pleiity and very gooJ ; 
the bread is tolerable, but tb.c butter execrable, it bjlng little bett r 
than train oil, and indeed tliisis thccafein all the DLitc!i lettljm jnts, 
and moll: other foreign ones, the French and Englilh excepted: — wc 
flcpton fliore that night; and, not being able to fell any part^of t!i- 
cargo, tlic next morning went on board, an l failed IinmcJi uely. — 

Oil the 29 th faw the land a little to the c iftwarJ of Cape Comorin, 
and the 3 1 ft of March came to anchor in the roads of Anj engo, wlic. c 
we found the Company’s ftiij) the Duke of Monti;ore, \yali iii j for 
a cargo of pepper, — O ji the i ft of April went on fliore af day light, 
and returned on board in the evening. 

Anjengo is a fmall fort and Engllili refidcncy, the firfttiiat you A 
arrive atupon the Malabar coaft from Cape Comorin: the inliablcants 
arc Malabars and native Portuguclc, mixed. It is reported to be one 
of the lirft places in India for intelligence, and the EngU(h have re- 
cciv».d great icrvicc from it in that relpjvfc during the late war; it 
would be ftlll more advantageous it the laxul to Europe, by way of 
Suez, was open, but that has been for lome time fliut up, 011 ac- 
count 
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count of fomc unhappy difTercnccs. At Arijcngo there is a poft 
to feveral parts of India; this is but lately eftablifhecl. — On the 2d 
of April, failed ; 6th, faw a (hip at anchor in Cochccn roads, which 
we could not enter, being driven off by the moft violent gale of wind 
1 ever experienced ; it lafted fix and thirty hours without ceflatlon, the 
fea running mountains high. Fortunately, the fliip received no da- 
mage, excepting the lofs of the main yard, which was broken 
in two. On the 8th we found ourftlves, by oblcrvation, to the 
Northward of our port; on the 9th, came to anchor in Cocheeii 
roads, and went on Ihore immediately. 

CociiEEN is a large fcttlcmcnt belonging to the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company. It is very populous, and a place of great trade; 
tlic inhabitancy are a mixture of a variety of Eaftcrn nations, being 
compofed of Malabars, Armenians, Pcrlians, Arabians, Jews, 
Indians, and native Portuguele. The Jews occupy a whole vil- 
lage, a little to the wtftward of the town; they live feparate from 
the reft of the inhabitants: I went into fevcral of their houfts, 
and could not help oblcrvlng, ^n this people, a ftrikliig peculiarity 
of features, dilFcrent from any I had ever feen ; a rcfemblance 
feemed to run through the whole, as if they were all of one fa- 
mily ; they feldom or ever marry out of their own tribe, by which 
the likene's Is preferved, from father to fon, for a long time. I am 
told there is t! e fame limilarity of features to be obferved amongft 
the Jews of Amfterdam in Holland, and other parts of Europe. 
This certainly ferves to diftinguifli them more as an original people 
than any other. They have a good lynagogue here, and are left 
opprefled, and have more liberty, than in moll other parts of the 
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Eaft. The rnjah of Cocheen refides here, but lives in an indifte- 
rent ftate, being fo much opprefled by the nabob Tippoo on the 
one hand, aiul the Etatch on the other, as to have little or iroihiug 
left for himfclf. He is a Gentoo. Cocheen, in former times, 
■was a place of conliderable celebrity, and was one of the places 
pitched upon by the firft Portuguele lettlers in the Eaft, after the 
difeovery of the paflage round the Cape of Good Hope, by Vafeo 
dc Gama; but that people have now very little lift of the vaft 
wealth and power they formerly enjoyed; a revolution of three 
centuries has reduced them below mediocrity, in the general Icale 
of European adventurers. The fort is a very large one, and 
veryucll fortified on the land fide; towards the fea not lo well, 
but it is fccurt'd by a very dangerous bar, which will not admit 
of fliips coming nearer the thoro than three or four miks. rh';rc 
arc fome regular Dutch troops in the garrifon, and a few native 
militia, there was alfo here part of a French regiment, which 
the Dutch borrowed during the late war. Provifions of every 
kindareto be had here in the greateft plenty. The loth fiiled ; 
on the iflh; w'c came to anchor in Tellicherry roads i6ih, 
having received a very polite imitation from my fikiul and 
fchool- fellow Mr. luce, 1 went on fliore, and fpeiit fevawl teiy plea- 
;fant days with him. 

Amongst other places 1 law in and about ’relliclierry, I had a 
view of the fortifications, or tather of the regular lines drawn 
round Tellichery, for the detence of the place againft the 
Nabob Hyder All, during the late war. I'hefe lines are exceed- 
ingly flrong ; they take in a (pace of about three miles and a half 
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ill ctttiumference, and are Well defended by batteries niid redoubts; 
a river runs parallel ' to the weftern angle, which breaking off 
fiorh thence runs amonft the biHai here tlip Englilh troops fui^ 
tained a fovere fiege for feveral years, againft the army of Hyder, 
under the ciommand of Sadik Khan; however, on the arrival of 
Major Abingdon with a reinforcement from the Bombay fettle- 
" ment, the garrilon made a moft fplrited and fuccefsful fally, in 
which having defeated the enemy and killed great numbers of them, 
they at length compelled them to raile the liege ; obtaining, at the 
fame time a conllderable booty of horles, tents and elephants. 
The General of the enemy was dnngeroufly wounded and taken 
prilbner, and died a few days after, of tliat and a broken heart, at 
Tellicherry, I am informed that if he had lived and returned to 
the prefence, he would have been cafhiered, as the Nabob Hyder 
had let his heart on the reduiflion of the place. He lays buried 
dole to the fort of Tellicherry ; a tomb has been erefted to him, 
in which lamps are continually burning, wliich many Mufliilmen 
vilit out of relpc£l to the memory of the deceafed. The lines in 
Ibme parts appear rather out of ord^T, as they have not been 
thoroughly repaired fince the liege of the place, and I am inclined 
to think a great number of troops would be requilite for their de- 
fence againlt a refolutc enemy, owing to their great extent ; tliey 
are now repairing throughout, as the government entertain an 
idea of the importance of the place, which is certainly coniidera- 
ble, in cale of a war with Hyder, as by his being in pofleffion 
of it he might greatly Injure the other fettlemcnts of the Englilh 
oa the Malabar Coalt. 
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The garrifon of Tellicherry coniifts generally, in time of peace> 
^f one battalion of lepoys and a company of artillery, and fome- 
times a of company of European infantry ; they are alfo able to raifc 
about three thoufand native militia. The view of the country 
around TelUcherry is very pleafant, confifting of irregular hills 
and vallies. The boundaries of the Englilh are terminated by 
the oppofire fule of the river, and at a very little ififtance, it i 
flroiig fortefs of the Nabob Hydcr ; if tire lines were once to be 
forced, the place would loon fall, the fort of Tellichery itlelf 
having no kind of defence. Tellicherry is efteemed by all who 
refide there, to be one of the healthieft places in India, Europeans 
fcldoin ilying there ; it is alto much reforted to by convalelcents ; 
the lea produces plenty of very fine oyfters, and provifions of all 
kinds are to be had in abundance. 

1 obferved, in the Company’s garden, the pepper vine, whicli 
grows in a curious manner, and ibmething fiinilar to the grape ; 
the pepper on it when fit to gather appears in finall bunches ; it 
is in fize fometliing larger than the head of a finall pea; the pep- 
per, however, for the Company’s (hips cargoes, is brought from 
louie diHance in the country. Tellicherry ailb produces the 
coffee tree. 

On the 28th in the evening we fiikd, and on the 2pth we 
anchored in the roads of Goa, off the Fort Alguarda. 

Goa is a large city, and was once populous; it is the capital of 
the Portugaefe fettlements on this fide the Cape of Good Hope; 

it 



OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 

aud is the refidcnce of a Captain General lent from Portugal, who 
lives in great fplendour. The city iflands upon the banks of a 
river of the lame name, about twelve miles diftant from tlie en- 
trance of the liarbcur; the view up this river is truly delightful, the 
banks on either fide are adorned with churclies, and country feats 
of the Porttiguefe, in rerperfed with groves andvallies; the river 
has leveral pleafing openings as it winds along, its banks are low, 
but the hills behind rile to an amazing height, and add gr.mdeur 
to the fpeftacle, greatly tending alio to bcautity the profpc^l:. The 
city of Goa itlelf is adorned with many line churches, magnifi- 
cently decorated ; and has fcveral handl'omc convents, the church 
of Saint Auguftinc is a noble fliuduie, and is adorned in the in-, 
fide by many fine pidlures; it ffands on the top of a liill, froiu 
whence you have an exteniive view of the city, and adjacent 
country : it is a circumftance that has always been ohlcrvcd, and 
very Juflly, that tlic Portuguele have always chofen the fpots'for 
their convents and churches in the moi} delightful fituations. 1 
have ohfcrvcd it in thcBiazlls, and the inhabitants of Goa have by no 
means failed In r.ttcntion to ibis j eant, all their jnjhlic buildii^gs be- 
ing w\il fituated. The body of this church i.^* ij)acioiis, and tlie 
grand altar-piece finiihed in the moll: elegant flylo. "J'he building 
of the choir is of Gothick aicliiteelure, and tliei\fore of antiqui- 
ty; this church has a convent adjoining to it, in which live a let 
of religious monks, of the order ot St. AugulUne ; fijinc of the 
bn thers this convent liavc given po|KS and cardinals to the 
Roman See, as appear?, by their portraits which are hung up in a 
neat chapel dedicated to Saint Auguftinc, the patron of the order. 
Adjoining to this church is a convent of religious women who 

have 
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have taken the veil, and .are therefore prohibited from all kind ot 
intercom fe wiili the world ; thefe chiefly confifl; of the daughters 
.and nieces of the Portuguefe Inhabitants of the place ; and a fuin 
of money is generally given with them, on their entrance Into the 
convent. A little lower, on the declivity of the hill, Hands ano* 
ther church, dedicated to the Bon jefus, in which is the chapel of 
Saint Francil'co de Xavkre, whole tomb it contains: this chapel is 
a moft fuperb and magnificent place ; the tomb of the faint is entire- 
ly of fine black marble, brought out on purpolc, from Lilbon ; on the 
fout fides of it the pilncipal a<£lions of the life of the Saint are moil; 
elegantly carved, in baflb rtlino; thefe reprefent his converting the 
difierciit nations to the Cathollck faith ; the figures are done to the life, 
and moft admirably executed: it extends to the top in a pyramidical 
form, which terminates w'ith a coronet of mother-of pearl : on the 
fides of this clinpel are excellent paintings, done by Italian mafters ; 
the fubjcdls clficfly from fcripturc. This tomb and the chaptl ap- 
pertaining to it muft have coft: an immtnfe fum of money ; 
the Portuguefe juftly efteein it the greateft: rarity in the place. In 
the valley below is another convent for young ladies who have not 
taken the veil ; out of this convent the Portuguelc and others 
who go there may marry; lotne of the ladies have linall portion?, 
others none. As far as I could learn, the ceremony obftrved on 
taking out one of thcle ladles, is as follows : When a gentleman, 
after vlfiting often at the giatc, lhall have choitn one to whom 
he wiftics to pay his addicfles, an exchange of rings between 
the parties is liiil made ; after which the lover is permitted to vlllc 
lu'i miilicla in the convent, in the prefence of one of the matrons ; 
tlicn it he Hill holds his purpole, he is obliged to make a folemn pro- 
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nnite of knarriag’e, lii the prelence of the archbiihop of the place; 
which being done, he m'-y take her away whenever he pleafts : af- 
ter which the arciibilhop marries them. It is, however, to be obfer- 
ved, that the hover, whoever he is, murt: firft make profcfiion of the 
Roman Catholick perfualion, otherwlll* no conne^lion would be al- 
lowed. I law three of tlie young ladies, who were really line girls, 
and could not help making lome refleflions on their unhappy 
lituatiou ; Ihut up in a wretcheil convent, where they miift pii.'e 
away their youth, unlcfs capricious chance Ihould befriend them in 
the appearance of a hiilband : and being deprived of the company of 
men, for whom they were formed to grace lociety and create afIe£Hon, 
they muft, if capable of reflttflion, think themlclvcs moft unliappy. 

Thr Captain-General of Goa is allb Commander in Chief of all 
the Portuguele forces in the Eaft Indies. They have here two re- 
giments of European infantry, three legions of lepoys, three troops 
eeat of native light horle, and a militia; in all, about five thouiand men. 

*' Goa is at prefent on the decline, and in little or no eftimarion with 

the country powers; indeed their bigotry and fupcrftitions attach- 
ment to their faith is lb general, that the inhabitants, formerly po- 
pulous, are now reduced to a few thinly inhabited villages ; the 
chief part of whom have been baptized ; for they will not fuller any 
Muffulmanor Gentoo to live within the precinils of the city ; and 
thele few arc unable to carry on the hulbandry or manufactures of the 
country. The court of Portugal is obliged to lend out annually a 
very large fum of money, to defray the current expcnces of the go- 
vernment ; which money is generally fwallowed up by the convents 
and foldiery. If other meal'urcs are not purfued, Goa muft, in a 
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vr rv few years, (ink ro nothing : though it is evident that the internal 
tUcay of th< government has been occafioned by the oppreffion and 
bigotry of the priefts, and the expiiHion of lb many ufcful hands; yet 
the court of Portugal cannot be prevailed upon to alter its meafures, 
ah hough the flourilhing (Ituatlon of the Englilh and other European 
fcitlements (and of which one caufe is certainly the mild and to- 
lerant principles adhered to in points of religion, provided it inter- 
feres not wicli the alfairs of government) is continually before their 
eyes. The Nabob Tippo has lately flaevvn an inclination to attack 
then, but was fudderdy called off by the Marratas : the Poi tu- 
gmle n;uch fear he will return; and (hould he, there is littledoubt 
but that the place will (iirrender to him. The glorious times of 
Albtiquerque are row no more ; power and wealth have long 
(ince taken their flight from the dKcovercrs of the Eaft ! There 
was formerly an in juKltion at this place, but it is now abolilhed ; 
the building ftill remains, and by its black outfide appears a fit em- 
blem of the cruel and bloody traufaflions thatpaflld witliiii irs walls ! 
Provifions are to be had at this place in great plenty and perfetflion; 
the Captain General lives in great ftate ; he is a well bred man, and 
fond of the company of the Englifh, whom he treats with great 
hofpitality. — 24th, fiiiled ; May 13th faw the light-houlc at 
Bombay, about nine in the morning. 

The ifland of Bon bay is in the pofleflion of the Englifh E.ifl Bomba; 
India Company ; it is lituated on the Coaft of Coukan, in Lat. 

19 North, and Long. 72. 38. Eaft; it was granted, as part of the 
marriage portion with the Infmta of Portugal, to Charles If. 

The harbour is capable of containing three hundred fiiil of fliips, 
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with the greatefl: flifcty ; there is alfo a moft excellent dock, hi 
which fhips of his Majefty’s (quadroii and others are repaired, refit- 
ted, and completely equipped for fea. They build allb here all Ibrts 
of veflcls ; and the workmen in the yard are very ingenious and 
dexterous, not yielding to our befk Ihip-wrights In England. This 
illaiid is very beautiful, and as populous for Its lize as any in the 
world ; merchants and others coming to fettle here from the diiler- 
ent parts of the Deckan, Malabar, and Coromandel ; as well as the 
Gu'zerat country : amongd: thofeof the latter place, arc many Perlce 
families ; thefe aredelcended from the remains of the ancientGubres, 
or worlhippers of fire : mod: of the country merchants, as well as tlie 
mcni<illervants of the ifland,are of this faith. They are very rich, and 
have in* their hands the management of all mercantile alfn.s. Their 
religion, as tar as I could gain any information, is much corrupted 
from the antknt worihip; they acknowledge that leveral Hin- 
doo forms and ccremonIv.s have crept in amongll them, probably in 
compliance to the natives, in order to conciliate their .iftc<5tions. I 
have l:card itebterved, however, that the Hindoo religion do,s, in it- 
felf, bear Ibme analogy to the ancient l\rfian worlhip: it fee ns their 
facredbook, the Zend, which is faid to have been written by their 
celebrated prophet Zerdulht, (called by us Zoroafter) is at pixfcnt 
only a copy of a few centuries; which muft, of courlc, invalidate its 
authenticity; as that prophet, according to the P.rlian hiftoiians, 
lived more than three thoufan<l years ago ; and indeed it is an iadil- 
putable fiidl, that whnt ligious books were in being, at tbc liineof 
the Grecian conquells of that country, were carefully colkclod and 
burnt, by theexpreis oulers of Alexander, and were totally dtftroy- 
edat the fubfequent conquefts of that country, by the Saracens: at 

which 



Irhich period alfo happened the introdu£hon of the Mahomediuf re* 
Igion. By thefe ineans their religion and language underwent a 
total change, the very traces of both which have long lince difap- 
peared, as is evident by the many fruitlefs efforts made to decyplier 
thofe inlcriptions ftill dilcernlble on the walls of Per&polis, 
bearing not the leaft analogy to any chara£ler now exifting ; 
hence it may be inferred, that what is now given as the an- 
cient charafter and language of this celebrated people, is no more 
than an invention of a later date, and there remains not a probabi- 
lity that their real Zend will ever be known. The iffand of Bom- 
bay is about eight miles in leitgtb, and twenty in circumference ; the 
moft remarkable natural curiofity the ifland produces is a fmall fifli ; 
this fifh, according to the defcription of a gentleman who has feen 
it, and from whom I received my information, is in form Ibmewhat 
like a mufcle, about four inches long, and has upon tlie top of its 
back, and near the head, a fmall valve, on the opening of which 
jrou difcover a liquor of a ftrong purple colour, which, when dropped 
on a piece of cloth, retains the hue. It is found chiefly in the moutlis 
of September and OtSfober. And it is obferved the female filh 
has not this valve, which diftinguilhes the lexes ; it is not impro- 
bable to fuppofe that this filh is of the fame nature as the ancient 
Murex or fhell fifh, by which the Romans attained the art of dye- 
ing to fuch perfecflionj and is fimilar to that found fornici !y on tl.e 
Coafts of Tyre. The Company’s forces at this Palidency 
coufiftof eight battalion^of fepoys, a regiment of European in- 
fantry, and a corps of European artillery and engineers. During 
the late long and very fevere war, the Bombay troops have diftin- 
guiflied themfeives hi a peculiar manner, and the campaign of Beda- 
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«Mi the fi^es of TellicliUny .a^ Mangalore, will long remain 
teftlmOimld^cf high military abilities, as well as of their bravery and 
patience undel- fevere duty. The breed of Iheep on this iflaud is very 
indif^rent# ■and all the ueceliaries -of life are much dearer than 
in ac^/^iWier part of India. A work on this ifland is worthy 
of obfervation; it is a caufeway on the fouthern part, about 
a mile in length and forty feet in breath, eight of which on 
each fide are of folid ftone ; the remainder in the center is filled up 
with earth, a cement of clay, and other materials; the whole forming 
fuch a body as will endure for many ages. This work keeps up the 
communication with the other parts of the ifland during the fcafbn 
of the Monfoon, which would otherwife overflow it, and caufe 
infinite damage. 

Dec. 13th, after bein^'detained feven months at this ifland, for 
w'ant of a paflage, I at length embarked on board an Arabian fliip, 
bound for Buflbra, in company with Captain Mitchell and Lieuts, 
James and Curry, of the Madcas military eftablilhment, who were 
on their way to Europe over land. We had on board an 
exafl epitome of Afia, being a colleftion of Armenians, Perfians, 
Arabians, Ethiopians, Jews, Greeks, and Indians, who crea- 
ted as much confufion of tongues as at the building of the tower of 
Babel. On the 24th, in the evening, we faw Cape Rofalgate; and on 
the I ft of January, 1787, came to ancH^ln the harbour of Mufeat: 
the entrance into this harbour is : truly^^urclque ; it has a bold 
ihore, with a range of high mountains extending about fixty miles in 
length from Cape Rofalgate (which is oppofitc theScindian Gulph), 
to Mufeat, and forms a very grand natur-d?*pro{pe£f ; tlie rug- 
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•gedners of the rocks marking very chara£teriftically the boimtry 0 ':] 
Arabia. The inner harbour is guarded by two forts, very indiffer- 
ently lituated : Mufcat itfelf is a place of confiderable trade, as 
well with the Arabian and Periian Gnlphs, as with, Snratf Bom- 
bay, and<the Coafts of Malabar and Coromandel. Thft town, as is 
ufual in moft Eaftern countries, is badly built, and the llreets ve- 
ry narrow ; they have, however, a good and well furnifhed Itfrzar, 
roofed at the top ; the ftreets crofs each other at right angles, and 
to each is allotted its particular merchandife for fale. Mufcat lays 
in lat. 23. 15. N. oppofite to the Gbilph of Ormuz, and is go- 
verned by an Imaum, or Independent prince, over the province of 
Oman, of which Mufcat is the capital. This province of Oman 
is a part of Yemen, or Arabia Felix ; the Imaum refidcs at a dif- 
tance of two days journey inland, where he lives in fplendor ; his 
Vakeel Sheick Khulfaun received us with great civility. The whole 
country round this place is one continued folid rock, without a 
blade of grafs, or any kind of verdure to be Icen ; but this barren- 
nefs, the natives affirm to be amply rccoinpenlcd by the fertility and 
beauty of the inland country ; as jtideed it ought to be. Tlic reflec- 
tion of the ^ fun from thefe rocks muft neceflarily caufe intenfeand 
almofl infupportable heats, which during the fummer feafbn are 
fb great, that all the natives,^ who are able, retire inland as loon as 
they commence ; this, added to the fatal cffl-fts of the fmall pox, 
for which they have no being ignorant of the application of 
medicine, caufes the pe^e^nj^neral to be alflifted with difor- 
ders in their eyes; foipuch fb, that you fcarce meet one perfbn 
out of three, who has not jvifibly fufFcred from either of the caufes 
above mentioned.— SKSeVeral ;;Gentoo merchants reflde here, for the 
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tt/ttffftximee of tra^; alfo a broker on the behalf of the 
JEaft India CoaBpany but the government will not admit (though 
often urged t© it) of any European faftory being eftabllfhed. 
The ptfli^ 0 S Mufcat is excellent.— 'On the z5th of January,. Cap- 
tain Jahies Mitchell, our fellow paflenger, died, to the great 
grief'of us all: ive interred him the fame day, onfhore, at Mufcat; 
9 Dtlltch (hip laying in the habour, commanded by Captain- 
Stewart, faluted the corpfe on going on (hore with nine guns, as did 
alfo an Ei:gli(h (how, there at the fame time. His funeral was as 
decently conduced as circunsftances would admit, and every atten- 
tion poflible was paid to his remains r on the 26 th we failed for 
Buflbra. On the 4th of February, we alfo loft Lieutenant Thomas' 
James, another of our companions ; whofe body we committed 
to the deep ; (hortly after, Mr. Curry and myfelf, who were the 
only two remaining, fell (ick of violent fevers, which lafted near 
a month, and reduced us fo much, that we had reafon to expedt 
the fame fate. On the 28th of February, arrived at Abu Sbehr. 
Lieutenant Curry . and myfolf went on (hore, where wo 
Abu w^te received by Mr. G.illey, the Company’s rehdent at that 
Shehr. pjjce. Abu Shehr is a fmall (ea port town oji^thc coli^ of Perfia, ' 
and is under the government of a Sheick, v^ho is tributary to 
Shirauz. The Englifh Eaft India Company have a hCtory here, 
but I believe little bufinefs is carried on, owing to the ruinous 
(late of Perfia ; caravans come frequeti^ to this place from Sbi- 
rauz, and bring the commodities'ff tharcity, which are exported 
to different parts of India. On the 9th of March, my good friend^ 
Lieutenant Curry, quitted me, and proceeded to ButiS>ra ouc 
parting was painftil to us, as, we had lately experienced many 
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trying fccncs together, which cemented our friendfliip ; but 

our feparate deftlnntions made it neceflary. An opportunity 

offering ffiortly afterwards of proceeding to Shlrnuz, I eagerly 
embraced it, although not yet quite recovered from my fever, and 
accordingly determined to fet out with a cafila or caravan, juft then 
on the point of departure. On the 15th of March, I left Abu 
Shehr:i)ur cafila confiftcdof about thirty mules, and twenty or thirty 
horl^s ; thefe and camels being the only moJe of travelling made ule 
of in this country : oar firft day’s march was about four fiirftngs, 
or fixteenEnglifti miles; the road at letting out lay over a barren 
plain, but the latter part of the way coming to Ibme verdure, 
we halted at a | 4 ace called Checanducic. The Perfian furfeng 
is the ^cipoc(r(Kiyec, Pjirafanga of the Greeks, and is equal iii meafure- 
ment to nearly four Engliffi miles. The i6th, we travelled 
four furlengs, ^le moft part in the night, and arrived about eight 
o’clock in tlie morning, near Berazgoon, a confiderable and popu- 
lous village, lutrounded by a brick wall, and flanked with turrets ; 
under the dimimon, and dependent of, Shirauz. — Milted that 
day and thawxt,/lfr the purpole of flioelng the horfes and muks 
belonging to the cafila, preparatory to our afeending the mountains, 
which W’e were now approaching: i8th, moved at four in the 
morning, and about eight encamped near the village of Dowlakie, 
diftance thie^ furlengs: i-^th, moved at four in the morning, and 
a little after fix entered the narrow pals which is the road to the four 
mountains, and Is exceedingly difficult, from the great numlxrof 
loofe ftones. At nine encamped at fome diftance on the other fide 
of the village of Dowlakic, at the foot of tlie fiift mountain. We 
reckoned this day’s journey three furfengs. The. heat of tliefc three 
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laft days were exccffive ; but they told me it would loon be chan- 
ged to a piercing cold : 20th, inarched at fo(ir in the morning, and 
liegan to afcendthe firft mountain, which is very high, and the road 
almoft impaffable, from the vaft number of large loofe ftones that 
had fallen down on each fide in the way; near two miles of the lat- 
ter part of the alcent is almoft perpendicular, and fo very narrow as 
only to admit of one perfon beaft of burden pafling at a time: 
the feene was truly difagreafele a^^d even dangerous, from the 
fteep precipices, and freque^it flipping and falling of the horfes 
and mules; our only means of fafetyon one fide depending on a fmall 
parapet wall, about three fect^^high; on the other the mountain tower- 
ing up into the clouds ftrikes the beholder with an awful dread; 
a broiid and rapid river runs at the bottom, which by its roaring 
adds to the tenillc graiid^ur of the fccnc. Having at length attain- 
ed the fummit, u'e-Avisre furprifed by the appearance of a level ex- 
tenfive plain ; whereas after climbing fuch a lieight, wc might na- 
turally have expefted adefeent; this plain is aboOt four furlengs, or 
lixtecn miles, in extent ; it is fituated betw«en the m^itains, and 
abounds in game, particularly the rcd-legged^atridP>» which wc 
fitw with great abundance. — A little after nine we encamped at the 
village of Khiftit ; we here began to experience a fenfible altera- 
tion in the weather. i\t Dovdukie, in the valley bJow, we were 
almoft fcorched to death with heat; whereas the air ou tlie top of 
this mountain, ai:d the plain of Khiftit, is very lharp and piercing ; 
diftance three fmfings: 21ft, being the Perfiaa fcftival of the 
Nootozc, or New Year’s Day, we halted. In the ancient times of 
Perfia this day ukd to be celebrated with great joy and feftivity 
throughout the empire, and has fince been kept as iuch under 
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the Mahomedaii government. The people of the cafila made 
themfelves as merry as their circumftances would admit of; and al- 
though in general the food of thefo people is no more than a few 
dates and butter-milk, yet on this occafion, the Cheharwadar, or 
mafter of the cafila, font to the neighbouring village, and procured 
feme mutton, which he gave to his men, and partook with them 
of a comfortable pilau : 2 ad, moved at four in the morning; about 
fix afoended tl.e focond mountain, whkh is ftlll higher than the for- 
mer, but the road not fo dangerous : we arrived, about nine, at the 
village of Comarige ; at this place the !Rah Dar, or toll gatherer, 
demanded one toman (about thirteen rupees), as a toll, although 
the cuftom for every paffonger, whether European, Jew, or Arme- 
nian, is only one plaftrc, which is cquaF to one rupee. He allcdgcd 
that I was a Feringy, (Cliriftian) and therefore ought to pay more : 
as I had no refource, I fhould have been obliged to comply, had 
not the mafter of the cafi!a oppoi^ the'iniiphfition, and threatened 
to complain on 01^’ arrival at Shirauz; on which the" toll gatherer 
defifted. This day we tra, Veiled three furfongs; 23d, moved at four in 
the morniiigj|^bout< nine arrivedat tl^ecity of Kazeroon, dlilane^ five 
furiengs : 24th, proceeded at five, and at half part eight arrived at the 
foot of the third mountain, fituated on the confine of the plain, 
where the city of Kazeroon is built;, diftance three furfongs; 25th, 
moved at four in the morning, and began to afeend the third moun- 
tain, which although not fo high and deep as the two former, 
yet is fufficlently fo to make the afeent uneafy and dlflicult; 
a great part of the road on one fide is made of mafoifs work en- 
tirely, the materials hewn out of the mountain : it has a parapet 
wall ot about three foot high, like the former: its aleent 
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j3 winding. About eight o’clock we arrived In a moft de- 
lightful valley, by an eafy and gentle defeent ; entirely cover- 
ed with a fpccies of the oak and birch, which being fituatcd be- 
tween two high mountains, is extremely pleafait ; the air began 
no\v' to be piercing cold, and we perceived the fiiow lying very 
thick on the mountain before us, which vre w^ere to pafs the 
next day; proceeded on through the valley, and enca nped about 
nine o’clock at the foot of the fourth and laft mountain, in our jour- 
ney to Sirauz ; diftance travelled this day three furllngs. 26th, 
marclud at two in the monfing, and began to afeend the mountain, 
which the Perfians call the Peera Zun, or tlic old woman, 
byway of diflitidHon, this is higher tlnvi all the former, and 
near twelve miles in length ; we were near five liours in gaining 
the fiimmit, wdieii a profpedl: opened to our fight, fcarc.Iy to 
be equalled in beauty, nor can Imagination well conceive a more 
delightful one; although we beheld it whilll the ruggednels of 
winter was not yet well worn off, ftlll the greatvquanticy of wood 
on its fide denoted It to be a moft delightful pla^f for a fum- 
mcr refidence ; the view, from the top, Is moft ftiikllgly roman- 
tic, the three preceding mouiitains feeming beneath your feet ; 
the fummit is covered with fiiow, and in many places where the 
rain had fallen, was ice of confiderable thicknels. Below, on each 
fide, we beheld the vallies all opening to the beauties of fpring, 
well watered by running ftreams, the great lake on tlie plain of 
Kazeroon ajipcaring In its full extent ; I cannot but coiifefs, that 
the fatigues of the former part of the way were amply made up 
by the delightfulnefs of this profpeft, the (harp clear air giving 
an increafe of chcarfuliicfs and hilarity to my fpiritr. By a fteep 
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defcent we gained the plain below in about half an hour, and at 
nine o’clock encamped near the village of Defterjln. — This day we 
tiavclled tour furlengs and a half. 2 7tli, moved at four in the 
morning ; at a little after eight, arrived at the village of Khoon 
Zineoon: near this village runs a very pleafant river, which ex- 
tends to Sliiia i'/. Mr. Niebuhr has laid this down as the Rodheuna^ 
probably from tlie people vvr.o give him his information, calling 
it Rood Kbocfia^ as that nam^. in l\rfian implies a ftream, or river; 
tbe natives of the place mentioning it by the appellation of Rood 
Kboooa ZbuooTi, or tbe river of Ziiieoon, aSlh, moved off at 
1 .m, a. (1 at li li pifl luwc ariivid at a caravanferai in ruins, near the 
village of Cbinnr R b aa'i.*. Inis day we travJlcd four furfengs. 
aO'b*. o ^*‘1 a littL' after five, an.l at nine arrived in fitfety, by the 
I ' 'li'.:; or G V.1 , ci t the city of Shirauz, the place of my d^ftiiiation 
^ furl 

SiiiPAUZ, rhe capital of Farfinaii, or Perfia Proper, is fituatecl Shirauz., 
in a valhs >||,_,'eat cxti.nt and forpriling fertility; this valley is 
twentv-lix iniics in Jeiigtli, and twelve in breadth, and is (ur- 
rouiuLd on all liJcs by very high mountains ; it lays, according to 
Mr. Neibuhr, in 29“ 30'' 31'', about a hundred and nlnety^fix Latitude 
milt s to the North Eaft of Abu Shthr. The purity of the air^'^fep 
this place has. at all times been celebrated, and with great juflice ; ' 
tlie city in circumference is one furleng and fixty mealured paces;' 
the tortifications, confidering the country, are tolerably good ; a wall 
extends quite round the city, live and twenty feet high, and ten 
thick, with round towers at tlie diftance of eighty paces from 
each other. Shirauz has a moft excellent dry ditch around it, the 
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woik of the late Vakeel Kerim Khan; it is hxty feet in depth, and 
twenty in breadth, and would alone, exclufive of the other works, 
enable the city to hold out a long time againfi any power in Ptrfia, 
where aitillery is but little known, and Ids uled. The city 
of Shirauz has fix nates, of which the following arc the names: 
iff, Dcrwnza Bag Shah ; 2d, D^rwaza Shah Mevrza Hamza; 
3d, Dei wrza Sadi, (o cajlcd from its lending to the tomb of that 
celebrated poet ; 4th, Derwaza Cuffub Khana, adjoining to the flc(h 
market; 5 th, Derwaza Shndaie; 6th, Derwaza KazerocMi, leading to 
that city : each of thefc gates has an appointed guard allotted to it, 
of one liundrcd men ; and four Khans or officers, who every morn- 
ing and evening attend at the citadel in order to pay their compli- 
ments to the Khan, or in his abfence to the Beglcrbeg. It is the du- 
ty of thefe guards to prevent all perfons departing from the city 
who have not permiffion fo to do; and if any pcrlbn, obnoxious to 
government, efcapes, the officer’s head anfwers for it. I was 
frequently flopped by them in going out, before 1 oi)talned an order 
from the government to have free egrefs and regrefs wli^iever I pica- 
fed. The gates of the city arc fliut at funfet, and operx:d at funrife, 
during which periods no perlbn is permitted to pafs in or out. 

Cita- Within the city, at the upper end, nearefl to the gate Bag 
Shah, flands the Citadel, which is built of burnt brick, and is a 
fquare of eighty yards circumference, flanked with round towers, 
and encompnfled with a dry fofle of the fime breadth and depth 
as that of the city; this Is called by the Perfians the Ark, and is 
alfo the work of Kerim Khan; here Jaafar Khan, the prefent pof- 
feflbr of Shirauz, refides; it alfo ferves occafionally as a flate pri- 
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fon. At the door of the Ark is a painting, dcMic in very lively 
colours, reprefenting the combat between the celebrated Pcrlian 
Iiero Rodam, and Decb Sifeed, or the White Demon. 'I'hc (lory is 
taken from Ferdouffs Shall Nama, and the figures arc at full kngtli, 
but ill proportioned. Oppofite to the citadel, in a large liandfome 
fpiare, is a gallery where tlieKhaifs mufic, con(in:ing of trumpets, 
kettle. drums, and other inftriitnents, play regularly at fu.it ife and 
faufet. When the Khan is in camp or on a jouriKy, thefe arc al- 
ways pLiccdin a tent near him : one fide of this fquare leads to the 
I^ewan Khan, or chamber of audience, and the other opens into a 
flreet which leads up to the great mofqiie. The Dewan Khana is 
a very handfome building, fituated at the upper end of a large garden, 
to which you are conduced through an avenue, planted on each 
fide with the Perfian Chinar tree, a fpecies of the f3’camore: 
this chamber is a large building, of an oblong form, with an open 
front; the iiifide, about one-third up the wall, is lined with white 
marble from Tauris, and the cieliiigaiid other parts are ornnmented 
with a beautiful gold enamelled work, in imUatlon of the Lapis 
Lazuli : there are Icveral piftures in it^two of which, reprefenting 
the late Vakeel Kerim Khan, and his cldefi: fon Ahul Futtah 
Khan, are tolerably well executed; and I was told by the natives 
that they were good rcfemblances. In fioiit there are three hand- 
fome fountains, with Rone bafons, which are conflaiitly playing. 
In the great fquare before the Citadel is the TopeKhana, or park of 
artillery: it confifts of feveral pieces of cannon mounted on 
bad carriages, moft of the guns (which areSpanilh and Ikartugncfe, 
excepting two Englifli twenty-four pounders) are fo dicadiullj ho- 
ncycoiijibed tint they would certainly burft on the fnft dileharge. 

Shir Auz 


Chacmb 

ot'aiKiicn 


Artillerr 



OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 


SiiiRA'JZ lias many good bazars and caravanlorals : tliat 
diOiiigninied by the appellation of the Vakeel’s bazar, (fo called 
fiom its being built by Kerim Khan,) is by far the hap.dfomcrt; 
it is a long flieet, extending about a quarter of a mile, built entire- 
ly ot b.ick, and roofed fc).ntthingin the flile of the Piazzas in Covent 
Garden; it is lofty and well made; on each fide arc the fhops 
of the travl efinen, merchants, and others, in which are expoleJ 
for flic a variety of goods of all kinds; thele fhops arc the pro- 
perly of the Khan, and are rented to the merchants at a very cafy 
monthly rate. Leading out of this bazar is a fpacious caravan- 
ferai, of an oflagon form, built of brick; the entrance throngli 
a handibme arched gate-way: in the center is a place for the 
baggage and mcrchandife, and on the fidcs above and bebw 
commodious apartments for the merchants and travellers; thefc 
arc alio rented at a moderate monthly fum. About the center of 
the abovementioned bazar is another fpacious caravanferai, of a 
fquarc form, the fiont of which is ornamented with a blue and 
white enamelled work, in order to rejircfcnt China ware, and has 
a pleafing edca to the eye. This building is larger tli.-n the for- 
mer, and is chi fly reforted to by Armenian and other Chriilian 
merchants; there are bcfides fep.irate bazars in Shirauz, for tl-e 
dlflercnt companies of artificers, fueh as goldimlths, workers of 
tin, dyers, carpenters, joiners, hatters, and flioc-makers ; thole coa- 
I fl of long ftreets, built very regularly, and roofed. 

The Jews at Shirauz have a quarter of the city allotted to 
themlelves, for which they pay a confiderable tax to government, 
and arc obliged, to make, frequent prtftnts : thefe people are more 
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odious to the Perfians than thofe of any other faith ; and every 
opportunity Is taken to opprefs and extort money from them ; the 
very boys In the flrect being accuftomed to beat and infult them, 
of which treatment they dare not complain. 'Fhe Indians have a 
caravanleral allowed them In another quarter of the city, for 
which they are alio under contribution. There is a mint at Shl- 
raiu where money Is coined in the name ofjaafar Khan, the pre- 
feiit poflcllbr, the procefs of which Is very fimple, like moft in 
other places of the Eaft, the gold or filver being laid in a dye fit- 
ted for the purpole, and llruck with a large hammer, which com- 
pletes tlie operation. Here alfo the public Serafs (or money- 
changers) fet and regulite the excliange of gold and filver. 

SiriRAUz is adorned with many fine mofques, particularly that MoCjn 
built by the late Kerim Khan, which is a noble one : being very 
well difguifed in my Ferfian drefs, I had an opportunity of enter- 
ing the building unobferved ; it is of a fquare form ; in the centre 
is a fione refervoir of water, made for performing the 
neceffiry ablutions or wafiilngs, previous to prayer; on the four 
fides of the building are arched apartments allotted for devotions, 
fome of the fronts of which are covered with China tiles ; but 
Kerim Khan dying before the work was completed, the remainder 
has been made up with a blue and white enamelled work of the 
kind before deferibed : within the apartments, on the walls, on 
each fide, are engraved various fentences from the Koran, in the 
Nufkhi charaftcr ; and at the upper end of the fquare, is a large 
dome with a cupola at top, which is the particular place appro- 
priated for the devotion of the Vakeel; this is lined throughout 
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with wliitc' mnrhlc', ornaaiciited with the curious blue and 
gold nrtitkial lapis la/uh, iiud lias three large filver lamps furpended 
from the roof of the cio'iic : here mullalis or piiufts arc conftantly 
employed ill reading the Kotaii. This mofque has very good de- 
tached apartments, with places for ablutions and other religious 
ceremonies ; at a little diftance, on tlie outfidc, the late Vakeel 
had Ldd the found.it ion for a range of very handibrne buildings^ 
which he defigned to have been occupied by mullah", dervifhes, 
and Ollier rLligious men ; but, dying before the work was brought 
to perfection, the troubles in Perlia fince that period have prevent- 
ed any other perfons fiom finlfl”iing them, and in this imj)er££t 
ftatc they rem in at prefent, much to he regretted ; ns it would have 
added greatly to the beauty of the whole. In the center of the city 
ii another moi(]ue, which tl^c Perfians call the Miiigi li Nob, or the 
new moiipie ; but its date is nearly coeval with the city itfclf, at 
Icaft fince it has been inhabited by Mahomedans : it is a f juare build- 
ing of a noble fizc, and has apartments for prayer on each fide; 
in them are many iiifcriptions in the old Cufick character, which 
of themfelves denote tlie antiquity of the pi ice ; in the center of 
the fquarc is a large terrace, on which the Perfians perform their 
devotions, both morning and evening ; this terrace is capable of 
containing upwards of two hundred perfons, and Is built of ftone, 
railed two fi et and a half high from the ground ; there are heie 
two very laige cyprefs trees of an extraordinary height, which the 
Perfians affirm to have flood the amazing length of fix hundred 
years ; they are called A^lhuk Maafhuka, or the lover and his 
iniftrcfs, and are held by the people in great veneration. The mofque 
has a garden adjoining to it,, and places neceflary for performing- 
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abiilutlon^;. — In another quarter of the city Is a {quare building of a 
very largo fi/e, foimcrly a college of coiifiderablc note, where tlie 
arts and fcloncos wore taught; and is the fame as that mentioned by 
Sir John Chardin, who vilited this city in the laft century. It Is 
now, however, d oaying very fall:, but there are ftill mullahs and 
religious men redding in it; at prelent it goes by tlie name of 
Mudruflii Khan, or the Khan’s college ; but literature and the feien- 
ces have long dnee been negle£kod at Shirauz, and the prefent dtua- 
tion of the country does not feem to promilc a fpeedy revival. 

There arc places In Shiraiiz dlftinguKhed by the name of Zoor 
Kl.ann, the houfe of ftrength or cxerciic; to which the PeiTians 
refort for the fake of exercidng themlelvcs. Thofc houfes condft of 
one room, with the floor funk about two feet below the furface of 
the earth ; and the light and air arc admitted to the apartment by 
means of fevcral fmall perforated apertures made in the dome. In the 
center Is a large fquare terrace of earth, wcllbcateiulown, fmooth, and 
even; and on each ddc are imall alcoves railed about two feet above 
the terrace, where the muficlans and fp^^ators are fcated. When 
all the competitors arc aflemblcd, which is on every Fiidiy morn- 
by day break, they immediately {trip themfelv'es to the walft; 
on which each man puts on a pair of tlfuk woollen drawers, and 
takes in his hands two wooden clubs of about a foot and a half in 
length, and cut In the fliape of a pear; thele they reft upon each 
Ihouldcr, and the mufic ftriking up, they move them backwards and 
forwards With great agility, ftamping with their feet at the fame 
time, and ftraining every nerve, till they pioducc a very profalc 
pcrfpiration; after continuing this exercife about half an hour, the 
, maftec 
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ir after of the houfe, who is always one of them, and Is diftinguifh- 
cd hy the appellation of Pchlwaun, or wrcftler, makes afignal, up- 
on which they all leave ofF, quit their clubs, and, joiiilng hands in a 
circle, begin to move their feet very brilkly In union with thcmufic, 
whicli is all the while playing a lively tunc; leaving continued this 
for a confiderablc time, they commence wrcftling ; but before the 
trial of Ikill in this art begins, the mafter of the houle addreflesthe 
company in a particular fpecch, in part of which he informs the 
candidates, that as they are all met in good fellow flfip, lb ought they 
to depart, and that In the conteft they are about entering Into, they 
ft'.ould have no malice or ill-will in their hearts; it being only an 
honourable emulation, and trial of ftrength, in which they are going 
to exert thcmfclves, and not a contentious brawl; he therefore cau- 
tions them to proceed in good humour and concord : this Ipcech is 
loudly applauded by the whole aflembly ; the wreftlcrs then turn to 
their diverfion, in wdalch the mafter of the houle is always the 
challenge*; and, being accuftoineJ to the exercile, generally proves 
conqueror, by throwing each of the company two or three times 
fucceflively. I have fometiines, however. Icon him meet with 
his equal, elpccially when beginning to grow fatigued. The Ipcdla- 
tors pay each a Shahee, in money, equal to thrcc-pence Englilh, for 
which they are refrefhed during the diverfion with a enkan and 
cofiec. This mode of exercile, I Ihould fuppofc, muft contribute 
to health, as well as add ftrength, vigour, and a manly appearance to 
the fiame ; it ftruck me in its manner of execution to bear Ibme 
lefemblance to the gymnaftlc exerclles of the ancients. The baths 
In Perfia are very commodious, and w’ell worthy the attention of a 
ftranger; they generally conlift of two large apartments, one of which 
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lumilhcs fin accommodation for undrefiiug, tlie other is the bath ; Tlu-ltail 
on il,e fidcs oftlie full; are benches of ftonc, railed two feet from tlic 
greuiul, on which are fpread mats and carpets, where the bathers lit 
to undrels, and from thence they proceed to the batli throtiglr a Jong 
nanow paflage ; the bath is a large room of an oiSIagon form, with 
a cupola at top, througli which tlie light and air are admitted ; on 
tile Ikhs of this room are I'lnall platforms of wood railed about a 
foot from the ground, on which tlie people who enter to bathe 
pel form their devotions, a ceremony the Perfians always prevloiifly 
obli. rve ; at the upper-end of the room is a large balbn or refer- 
voir of water, built of floue, well heated by means of ftoves made 
at th.e bottom, with iron gratings over them ; and adjoining is 
another rcicrvoir of cold water, of either of which the bather has his 
rlioice. When he comes out of the hot bath, which is generally 
in the fpace of ten or twelve minutes, the people of the houlc 
fl iiid ready to perform the operation of rubbing, and to effeft this he is 
laid at full lengtli on his back, with a pillow to fupport his head : 
a bi uili made of camel’s hair is then ufed, which completely rubs 
oil all the dirt the body has contrafled ; after rubbing Ibme time they 
rinfe the whole body with Icveral balbns of warm water, and the 
pcrlon is rc-condu£ted to the drefling apartment, where he (hifts 
and drefles at leifurc, receiving a calean to fmoke ; the Perfians are 
much more fcrupulous than any other Eaftern nation in permitting 
foreigners to go into tlieir baths, which if attempted with their 
knowledge, they prevent ; by means however of a finall prelent, 
and on account of my living in a Perfian family, and going private- 
ly at night, I had always free accefs ; although Mr. Jones, a gentle- 
man of the Bufibra factory, then refiding at Shirauz, going one night, 
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tn' lie \v:is iinclrefEcl, was informed by the keeper of the 
lioufe, . 'wiio nnderdood he was an European, that he muft 
drefs hiniftlf immediately, and quit the place, allcdging in cx- 
edf', that if it was known he had admitted a Fcringy, he 
fhoiild lofe both his cuftom and reputation, as the bath would 
thereby be deemed polluted; this is very remarkable, as I am in- 
formed that In Turkey it is quite the contrary, foreigners of all de- 
nominations being there allowed to ulc any of the baths whenever 
their inclinations lead them. During the fpring the baths in Perfia 
arc decorated in great finery, a culloin difiinguifhed by the natives 
under tire name of Gul Reazee, (or the fcattering of rofes,) 
from the vafi: quantity of thole flowers ftrewed in the apartments ; 
this ceremony continues a week oi' ten days, during which time 
the guefls are entertained with mufic, dancing, coffte, Iherbet, &c. 
and the drelfing apartment is decked out with paintings, looking 
glafles, ftreamers, and other ornaments, at the expence of the 
mailer of the humaiim, who compliments his cuftomers on tlie 
occafion, though a finall prelent is generally made by them to tlic 
muficians. The baths are uled alternately by men and women 
every other day, but each lex generally ufe them once a week, or iu 
every ten days at furthcll:. 

The bath built by Kerim Kh^n is particularly beautiful; it lias 
for the outer apartment a large handlbme odlagon, to which light 
is conveyed from the top; on the fides are platforms of ftonc, 
raifed three feet from the ground, each of which has a Iquare 
relervoir of water, and a large fountain, which by conftant- 
ly playing, in the centre of the room, renders the place very cool 
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ancT agreeable; the ficlcs are adorned with plftiires and tapeftry; 
the inner apartment is lined throughout with Tauris marble, and 
the dome and fides ornamented with the imitation, of the lapis 
lazuli ; to this bath none are admitted but thole of a higher rank, 
it being chiefly ufed by the principal Khans or officers of th^ 
army, and their families. In the centre of the city, adjoining to 
the'mofquc called Musjldi Noo, aforementioned, is a building of a 
very large fi?:e, which is called by the Perfians the Shah Che- ShJh 
raug, oi the king’s lamp, and is confidered as a place of the 
greatefl: fanftity about Shirauz, being the maufoleum of the bro- 
ther of one of their Imaums, or heads of the faith; tliis place 
is of conliderable antiquity, nor is the exafl: date of its founda- 
tion afoertained ; but by an extrafl I procured from the chronicles 
of tile place, it appears to have been repaired by the celebrated 
prince Azzud ad Dowlih, Deilemeeof the family of Buy ah, who 
was Ameer al Umrah to one of the CUiphs of the houfe of 
Abl'ii, and was a prince of great abilities, learning, and piety; 
he reigned in the fourth century of the Mahomedan Hijra! 
Having with great difficulty procured an extr.i<3: from the chro- 
nicles of the place, which are kept In the mofque, I fhall here in- 
fert a traiiflation of them ; and it will appear by this extraft, that 
the building vras formerly magnificent, but is now going to ruin ; 
the laft perfon who repaired it was Kerim Khin, who gave It a 
complete new covering, but fince his time it has been negleded, 
and has fuffered much by the rain and other accidents, owing to 
the very great age of the building; however, there are at prefent 
fome of the Imai^m Z^das, or defeendants from their Imai^ms, 
refiding in it, who are fupported by what little remains of the 
former ample revenues of the place. 


Extrfi^ 
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lixtraCl fi'om the Alifar Ahumud), or Chronicles of the Shah Che- 
rdg, ‘7 he Sr/adchre of Ahumud Ibn Moufa. 

It is related, from the regifter of moH; refpc61'a!)!e c'.'.ron:- 
lies, that in the clays of Sultaiui AzzueJ r.cl Do'.v! ’.h Di i- 
“ Lmce, it was thus revealed to that prince iii a dieani, that 
“ Metr Maliummed, (the fon of the religious, chief of the tribe 
‘‘ of the \voi lhi[>pers of God, the mofl learn d of the holy ora- 
“ tors, and prime head of the expounders of the Koran), as alfo 
“ Ahumud Ibr Afeef ad Deen Kubeer, (cliief of the fpeakers of 
“ truth, and of thole who praife the Deity), two perlbns, who 
“ from purity of heart had become the fervants and guardians 
“ of this hedy monument and moft ftnifified tomb, tliere telling 
“ from their labours, are Interred. The Sultaun therefore was 
“ enjoined to go to their immediate defeendants, that is to lay, 
“ Sheick Afeef ad Deen S^ifi and Peer Shems ad Dccn, who are 
“ both now alive, and that he fliould by their means be pointed 
“ out the facred tomb, and from them receive inllruffions for 
“ the re-building and beautifying the edifice ; and as formerly in 
“ the days of Sufbot ad Deen, Mufauood, Ibn Bedr ad Deen, 
this holy tomb, as well as that of Seiud Meet Mahomed Ahu- 
“ deen Moufa Ibn Ja^far (upon whom be peace ! ) and alfo that of 
“ Seiud Allah ad Deen Hoffein Ibn Moufa Kalim, (the blefling 
“ of God be upon them ! ) had been re-built and beautified ; lo 
“ Ameer Sultan Azzud ad Dowlah Deilemee, who is the flave of 
the pofterity of All, having been pointed out thele things in a 
“ dream, fet forwards towards the holy place ; and as this liad 

“ bceif' 
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been revealed to liim, To It had alfo been revealed to the dorricT-, 
tics of the facixd (cpulchrc, Sheick Atcefad dceii Sa’fi and Peer 

‘‘ Shems ad deen ; they theretore, wlien the Sultaun arrl- 

‘‘ ved, informed Iiini of what they had beheld; and he, agreeably 
‘‘ to the command, came to the holy L])ulehiv, and ordered 
It to be opened; which being done, it aji^pcarcd by meafuietr.eiit 
that this tomb was fiftceeii yards in length, and ten yards 
in breadth ; and the facred corple was dilcovcrcd to 
the eyes of Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thole who were 
‘‘ with him, as well as to the grandfather of the autlior of 

the preLnt work, who was on the fpot ; upon the tomb they 

‘‘ perceived a lighted candle feented with camphire ; and the body 
of that holy perfbn appeared quite frefli and fweet, as if but 
lately iiUerred, ^vhihT: from the blefled tomb there was emitted 
the Iccntof pure mufk and ambergris, and from the top of the 
dome the rays of a clear and bright light were rcflcAed around ; 
it is further related, in the Shirauz Nama, that Atca IJc’- Abu 
“ Bukir, the foil of Saad Zutikee, in the year of the Hijra 446, 
“ added many apartments to this building, as alfo did after 
“ him the mod illuftrlous lady Bebee Jani Khatoon, who was 

“ cither the focond or third benefaftrefs to it. The hiftory 

“ further obferves, that Sultaun Azzud ad Dowla, and thofc 
“ whowere with him, perceived on the finger of the corpfe a foal 
“ ring, on which was engraved the following words : — ‘ Izzut 
Alla 'litala Ahumud Ibn Moufa;— To God Altni^hty be glory 1 
“ ‘ Ahumud the fon of and moreover Sultaun Ameer 

Azzud ad Dowla drew this ring off the finger, when I'udilenly 
“ it became invifible to him, and was on the finger of another 

K 


in 



OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 


“ in company (but God knows who!). The Shirauz Nama 
“ .nllii relates, that at this time Sultaun Ameer A/.xud ad Dowla 
“ was ainicled with a violent afthma, and the moment he entered 
“ the holy fepulchre, by virtue of tliat I'acred body, he became 
“ peifedly cured, witliout the fmalicfl trace of his dilorder 
“ remainino ; in acknowledgement of which great bleffing, 
“ Sultaun A/zud ad Dowla determined on re building and bcauti- 
“ fying the lacred tomb ; and thofe buildings which were to be 
“ li.cn in the days of Azzudad Dowla, particularly the foundation 
“ of the prelent ilome, the tower, the haram, and the ornaments 
“ of tile fepulchre, as well as the college adjoining to the court- 
“ yard, were all done by him. He alio appointed fixed lalaiies 
“ for the donieflics of the place. The lady above-mentioned, Be- 
“ b(C Jani Khatoon, was the lifter of Sulraun I'.haac, and not only 
“ a moft noble and illuftrious priiicefs, but lc> devout and rcfpcdl- 
“ able as to be the pride and ornament of the Seljukiui race; 
“ (may the mercy of God be upon her !) She It was that re-built 
“ the tower, and thofe apartments which are about the area, both 
“ above and below, as alfo the marketplace adjoining the Meidan*'j 
“ the Nokara Khana -f, and the Alh Khana t. The Pars 

'r 

“ Nama, the Nezam al Tow.areck, as well as the Shirauz Nama 
“ of Sheick Kuttob, and the Kitab llizzar Beiaun, all 
“ relate that the above noble charafter, B^bee Jani Khatoon, 
“ appointee! fouitam parcels of arable land, with proper acqueduds 
for conveying water, the revenues of which were taken from 


* A fqiiure. 

f The gallery for mufic. 
J The Ivitchcn. 


“ the 
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the village of Mciinoon, and otlier places in the neighbourhood 
“ ofShirauz, for the maintenance of this holy tomb : flic nlfo 
“ made a prefent of thirty volumes of the Koran, written in let- 
‘‘ ters of gold ; (the woik of Moulana Yehe^a) and there was 
written on the top of them, ‘ May the curje God overtake 
‘‘ ‘ thofe voho prefume to lay hands on^ or take away^ theje books ^ 

“ she even ordained, that excepting the guardian of the lepulchrc, 

‘‘ none n.ould prefi me to lock into, or meddle with, the lacred 
‘‘ volumes; nor ihould any have concern with the lands allotted 
‘‘ for the fn])port of tlie place, or the fervants or domefllcs be- 
longing to it, on any account whatever, except him ; which 
‘‘ oidinations were confirmed by all lucceeding princes and great 
men who afterwards became bcncfictors to the tomb. It is 
furclier recorded, that Meer Ilubceb Allah, the flower of rcligi- 
oils and holy men, and cliiet of the race of the Seiuds, (do- 
‘‘ feendants cf Ahdiomed), the moft wife, the moft learned, and 
“ the n.oft txaltvd of Lis age, the dil'pofer of benefices, and 
the perfinner vf good a£l:ions, who in the reign of Sljfdi 
‘‘ IVlAmafp al Huflun al Hidseeni Bcl.ader Khan (whole ha- 
bitation now is Paradife), was chief magiftrate of the pro- 
vince of Pars, and guardian of tlie holy fepulchre, whicli he 
“ held by light of inheritance from his anceftors, who in re- 
gular fucceffion had enjoyed the oiiice of Vizier in Perfia, and 
‘‘ guardian of tins tomb, and voluntarily gave up all they poffjffjd 
in fupport of it ; for this reafon, therefore, Meer Ilubeeb xAHah 
refolved on re-beautifying the building, in confequence of which 
the tower and the apartments, both above and below, as well 
as the body of the edifice, were by him adorned in the moll: 

. elegant. 
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“ elegant manner, with curious gold enamelled work, in Imitatlott 
“ of lapis lazuli, and other coftly materials, as well witliln the 
“ building as in the outer courts and offices ; and excepting the 
“ tomb of that illuftrious Prince and Imaum, Abul Uuffun AH, 
“ Ibn Mbiila al Reza, the chief of the Imaums, (the bleffing of 
“ God be upon him !) who was brother to this Imaum, there was 
“ nothing in the four quarters of the world could equal if, for the 
“ quantity of ground allotted for its fupport, the ample falarics 
“ of the readers of the Koran, or firr the expenccs of tlie A(h 
“ Khara, the Nohara Khana, the Muezzins*, its ornaments and 
“ buildings, all of which were renewed by this Meer Hubeeb 
“ Allali; no mortal ever beholding its equal in beauty, magni- 
“ ficencc and I'plcndour.” — I'he above is as literal a tranllation as 
the language would admit of, wliich is very ohfeure and difficult in 
the original. 

The tomb of the celebrated and dcfervedly admired Hafiz, one 
of the inoft famous of the Perfian Poets, ftands about two miles dis- 
tant from the city walls, on the North EaR fide, and neareft the gate 
Shull Mtei'/a Hamza : — here the late Vakeel Kerim Khrin has 
ereiiled a m.ofl: elegant Ivan or hall, with apartments adjoining: 
this building is executed in the fame ftile as the Dewan Khana, 
nor has any coH: been fpared to render it agreeable : it Hands in the 
middle ot a large garden ; in front of the apartments is a Hone 
refervoir, in the center of which is a fountain: — in the garden are 
many cyprefs trees of extraordinary fize and beauty, as well as 
of great antiquity : I take them to be the fame as thofe deferibed 

* Ciicrs fur the purpofe of call'ng the people to prayers. 

by 
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. V Sli* Joliii Chauliii. Under the flnxb of tiiefc trcc^ is th^ 
of tile voiX Maliomcd Slienis ad deeii HiVl/>, of Une while 
i.:a:’')!e Pom Tauii.^., eii^ht feet in lenj;tli and loin* in Oie.idtli : tliia 
was built by order of Kerim Klian, and covers the oriq^inal oive ; on 
I'le ic'p and lid^sof tlie tomb are icie^T p/ieet s hoin tlie <rwii 

W(m1w’ 5 niolb h_\iutifu!lv cut in the Periian Nulhileek cliaract.r. 

Idiirl'u; the fpring and llimmcr leafon^^, the iidiahitants villi lune, 
and amnb tlumLlves with iTioakin^, playing at clieta, and 
uPi:'. r n-anxs, rending ailo the works of Iiah'Z, who is in greater 
Aban wir!i tiiem than any other of their poets, and they 
\eneial'‘ him almoft to adoration, never Ijxaking of liim but in the 
i.i ;li< d: termsof rapture and cnthufiafm: a moft elegant copy of his 
wo Ls i^ kept upon the tomb for the purpofe, and the infpceVion 
.)rali\vho go there. T‘he piincipal youth of the city allcmlde 
lierc', and ikicw every pofiibic maik of refpe ft for their fLivouiile ]^oet, 
m..king plentiful llhations of the delicious wine of Shlrauz to Ills 
mernoiy. Clofe by the garden runs the (cream of Roknabnd, io TvokiiaE 
cedebrated in the w'orksof Hafiz ; this, however, is now' dvslndledinto 
a innall livul t, w'hich takes its (ource from the mountains to tiic 
N. E. Tlie water is clear and fw^eet, and In that refpcfl deiorve.^ 
the fame it has obtained; it is hell in great cRlmatlon by the 
luodein Perfians, who attribute nxdiclii.il » but 

with whut juitiee 1 cannot dclermiiu\ 

i iullowiug couplet from the wmrks of the 
to u Kdl 1 a tc the act j vo pai 1 igc. 


I. 


poet m.y Erve 



ID 
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i< '•»*•*• 

1 J tm’AA ^ L t/^ ( J l/^ 


]3oy ! bring me tlie wine that remains ! for thou wilt not find 
in paradife the fweet banks of our Roknabad, or the rofv 
bowers of MofelIiiv\ 

SIR WILLIAM JONES* 


Further he obfervcs of Mofcllay. 


IL-3> ^ i I ij 


Fro:n J.iaf.ir Aba l to the fvvcet bower of Mofcllay,the morning 
gale Cometh fcented with ambergris ! 


HAFIZ. 


ilofelUy. This celebrated bower of Mofell^y is fituated a quarter of a 
mile to the weftward of the tomb, but is entirely in ruins, no 
trace or veftige remaining of that pleafantncfs which you are 
taught to expcft on perufing the preceding couplet ; yet one may 
judge by the fituation, which is really a delightful one, being lofty, 
that it might formeidy have been agreeable. At prefent the country 
round about is rugged and barren, and now ferves as a place for 
celebrating the Mahomedan feftival of the Ide Kotban, or the 
ceremonies which are obferved on that day, in commemoration of 
Abraham’s offering up his Ion Ifaac, whom they call Ifmad. A lit- 
tle 
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tie to the northward of Hafiz’s tomb, is a magnificent building, 
called by the Perfians Heft Ttin, or the leven bodies, on account 
of leven Derviflies or religious men, who coming from a great 
diftance to refide in this country, took up their abode on the foot 
where the above building is ereiflcd, and there remained until they 
all . died, each burying the other fucceflivcly, until the only fur- 
vivor, who was interred by the neighlx>urs upon this fpot, and in 
memory of which event Kerim Khan has erefled a beautiful hall, 
with adjoining apartments : this hall is twenty-feven feet by eigh- 
teen, and forty feet high; one third of the height of the hall is lined 
with W'hite marble from Tauris, and the reft and the cieling 
are ornamented with blue and gold enamel : it is built on the 
lame plan as thole of Hafiz and the Dewan Kham, and is really a 
noble building. It has allb Ibinfi tolerable paintings, executed in 
the Perfian ftyle, amongft which is one of Abraham’s oftbring u]' 
his Ion Ifiiac, with the angel defeending, and another of Molt;: 
when a boy, tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro. Over 
the doors of this hall are placed the portraits of tlie twoc Icbrated 
poets Hafiz and Sadi, done at full length : that of Hafiz habited in 
the old Perfian drefs. — He is painted with a frefh roly complexion, 
and a very large pair of whilkers, and in the pi£lure appears to be 
about fix and thirty years of age; the other, of Shtick Sa.li, is the 
figure of a venerable old man, with a long beard turned white by 
age, drefled in a religious drefs, with long flowing robes, in his 
riglit hand holding a fmall crooked ivory ftalF, and in the other a 
charger of incenle. Before the hall is a very haiullbmc ftone 
relervoir, where the Perfians obferve their ablutions, (enjoined 
by the Mahomedaa laws) previous to their performing their de- 


Heft.o 
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TOtions near the graves of the feven Dw'rvifhcs‘(cach of which Lave 
h uuHome tomh-ftones over thein), in a fpot of ground nilottcd 
for tliat purpofe. I'hc gaidcn confids of two avenues of cypiMfs 
trees, hounded by a high wall, and there is a fine fpaciojs 
terrace on the top -of this building, from whence yon have an 
extcnfive view of the city of Shirauz, and the adjoining counny: 
to this place, as well as to the tomb of Hafiv, the Periians fre- 
quently refbrt, and amule tbemleives until evening, when th'y 
return to the city. On a parallel line with Heft I'un, about tlirce 
ilGti- quarters of a mile diftant, is the garden Dil Gufhaie, ih caiicd 
from the plcafantiicfs of its lituation, fignifying in Peifian, /jcarl 
expending *. — it is fituatcd at the foot of a high mountain, out of 
which ilfucs a dream of clear frefh water, for the rccc ptio.n of 
which there has been made a fuceg^don of done bafens, lb faihioncJ 
.13 to make the water fall down from one to tlie other, after ih.e 
manner of a cafeade, and at about fixty paces didnnt from each 
other; thole forming feparate falls, liave a plealing efFcdl to the 
tyc. In the center is a fuminer houfc, built of done, througli 
which the W’ater runs by means of a done channel: — in this place 
the Perfinns lit and amule themlclves, fmoaking and playing at 
games of chrmce, and regale themfclvts with what they may 
have brouglit from the city. This garden is, upon the whole, 
extremely agreeable, the water clear and cold, and the air delight- 
dilly mild and refielhing^ 

Tomb A MILE tq the caft Ward of Dil Gufliaie, is the tomb of the 
celebrated Sheick S^idi, aforementioned, fituated at the foot of the 
mountains that bound Shirauz, to the N. E. and is a large fquare 

building,. 
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building, nt the upper end of which are two alcoves, receff^s In 
the wall ; that on the right hand is the tonib of the Sheick, 
juft in the ftate it was in when he was buried, built of ftoiie, fix 
feet in lengtlx and two and a half in breadth : on the fubs of it 
.are engraved many fcntcnces in the old Nufkiii chara<fier, relating 
to the poet and his works. Sadi floujifliul about five hundred and 
fiftV years ago, and his works are held in great eftcem amongtt 
all the Kaftern nations, for their morality, and fi)r the excellent 
precepts tluy inculcate. On the top of the tomb is a covering of 
painted w'ojd, black and gold, on wdiich is an ode of the Sheick's, 
written in the modern Nuftaleck characTter, aiul on removing this 
board is perceived the empty ftonc codin In which the Sheick 
was buried; this the religious, who come here, take care to ftrew 
with flowers, rofiuies, and various relics: on the top of the tomb 
is placed, for the infpc<SlIon of all who vlfit there, a manufcript 
copy of the Sheick’s works, moft elegantly tranferibed. On the fide 
of the walls are many Perfian verfes, written by thofe who have 
at diftcrent times vifited the place. The building Is now going to 
ruin, and unlefs repaired muft fboii fall entirely to decay: it is 
much to be regretted, that the uncertain ftate of aftairs in tha . 
country will not admit of any one’s being at the expence of re- 
pairing it. Men who are to-day in authority and poxver, are, 
perhaps, to-morrow feized on and dragged to piilon ; nor Can any 
one depend upon the fate of the enfuing day. Adjoining to this 
Iniilding are the graves of many religious men, who have been 
buried here at their own Tequefts. A little to the left of this 
building, under ground, is a very remarkable channel, to which 
you delcend by a flight of leventy ftone fteps, and at the bottom nci. 

M 
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are furprized at the fight of a handfbme building, of an oflangit- 
lar form, through which . the channel runs. It is built entirely 
of ftone, which, although, the work of many ages pall:, yet re- 
mains complete and perfeft;. this the prcfcnt Perfians fuperftitioufly 
attribute to its having been built with wliat they call Pool Hclaul, 
or lawful money, i, e. money not acquired by opprefiion and 
tyranny; for, they fay, that fuch buildings as have been ereftcd by 
tyrants fbon moulder and fade away; whilft, on the contrary, the 
works of good and juft princes endure for ages unhurt. I'hry have 
formed thefe opinions by attending to the tradition of tlie place, 
which they fay was built by . a king of Perfia, named (Ic.sdh.' cd, 
a prince famous in the Perfian hiftory for his piety and jullice, 
and the fame who built Perlepolis; he havitig firft, at a vart cx- 
pence and much labour, dug out a ftreans of water from the 
adjacent mountains, which was conveyed by an aquedu£t to this 
well, from whence it flows through a ftone channel formed under 
ground, about two feet in breadth,, and fupplies all the pi .ces 
adjoining to Shirauz with excellent water. The prefeut naii. es 
attribute great virtues to the fuppoled properties of this water, 
and arc fond' of bathing in it. On the fides of this building are 
recedes and alcoves, where thofe wl.o vifit it fit and fmoke, and 
find it perfedlly cool and refreflfing, even in the hotttft day of 
. fummer. Sir John Chardin mentions a fountain near the tomb 
of Sadi, in which he fays were fifli conftcrated to the Sheick; 
but as there are no figns of any thing at prefent remaining, fi.ni- 
lar to his defeription, I think it is probable he meant the above- 
mentioned channel, in which are caught abundance of very fine 
fifli. TJ Its place, though it may not be of the date traditoii 

mentions. 
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mentions, yet certainly bears marks of very great antiquity ; and 
as fuch is an objc£l worthy the attention of A ftranger, which 
huluccd me to infert the above dcfcription. 

A QiJARTER of a mile to the northward of the gate Shaih 
Mccrza Hamza, is a large oiElagon building, in the infide of which 
is the tomb of Abdurraheein Kh^n, the fecond fon of the late Vakeel 
Kerim Khnii, who died in the I2th year of his age. This tomb is 
eight tect in k-ngth and three in breadth, {landing in the center of 
the room, covered with a piece of- brocade ; it is of very firle 
marble fiom Tauris, elegantly gilt : on the top and fides are in* 
fcriptioiis in the Perfian language, well cut, in the Nud&Ieek charac- 
ter, and tlie room has a beautiful dome, with the cupola and fides 
ornatrented with blue and gold enamelled work, imitative of 
China ware. The Perfians excel all the Eaftern nations In this 
kind of enamel; and what makes it fb pleafing to the eye, is the 
brigiitnefs of the colours, which far exceed, in their livelinefs, any 
thi.jg that can be done in Europe ; -and I think are equal to thole 
produced in China. 

Kerim Khan, amongft other beneficial works during his life- 
time, built ll'veral fummer houfesin the neighbourhood of Shirauz. 
The gardens in which they are placed are laid-out in an agreeable 
ftile, though quite different to our ideas of the beauties of garden- 
ing ; they conlill generally of long ftrait plantations of fyeamore 
and cyprefs trees, planted regularly on each fide the walk, iu form 
of avenues, and have parterres of flowers in the centre, with ftone 
fountains in different partg of the garden, .which add much to the 

cuolnefs 
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cooIirT:, and bcai;ry ofrlu i^i. On tiic lulc of the wnlis are creLc.d 
fcnfloldings of wood, covered over at top with thin Litlis, on which 
tlie grapevines grow, and form {deniaut nihoiirs. Indeed this truly 
great man well deferved his good fortune, as he Ipcnt the Ik ft part 
r-f his life in adorning Shlrau'Z, whlcli lie conlldcrcd his chief city 
of rcfidence, with every thing that could make it comfortahic and 
agreenhie to his fubieefta ; a circumftancc the Perfians havx* been 
more fenfihlc of fincc his death: nor is his name ever mentioned 
by them, cfpecially the midcUIng an:l lower clals of pcojde, but in 
terms expreftive of the higheft g;ratitiide and efteem. 

As the religion of the Perfians is known to be Mahomedan, and 
as very good accounts have already been given of it, 1 (hall toucli 
hut lightly on the lubjeft ; but as they are of the iefe of the 
Sluia^ or followers of All, fume of their cuftoms, as well religi- 
ous ns civil, may probably clffcr from thole of the Turks, who 
are of the lc<ft of the Sunnics, or followers of Omar. I fiiall there- 
fore make a few remarks on wiiat 1 think moft worthy of obfer- 
vation in each .of them: and firft rel'pefting their marriages. 

When the parents of a young man have determined upon mar- 
rving hi i , tiicy look out amongft their kindred and acquaintance 
for a luitahle march ; in which having fucceeded, the father or 
mother of th c you no n’.ati, or ibnit times liis fiftcr, afllmLIe a 
company of tiicir fiieiuls, and go to the lioule where the puMoii 
thicy intend to demand lives : l^eiiig itirtt^ed, a converfation takes 
place, in which the bufinefs is o]x:ned and the match propofed. If 
the father of the woman is contented with the propofils, lie im- 
mediately 
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mediately orders fweetmeats to be brought in, which is taken as 
a direft lign of compliance ; and the company for that time take 
leave. Some days after, the females of the family of the man af- 
fomble at the houle of the intended bride, where the terms of 
marriage are fettled, and the ufual prclents on the part of the bride- 
groom are promifed : thefo, if the perfon be in middling circum- 
ilances, generally confifl: of two complete fuits of apparel, of the 
beft fort ; a ring, a looking-glafs, and a finall fum in ready money 
of about ten or twelve tomans, which fum is denominated Mehr u 
Kaween, or the marriage-portion, it being given for the exprefs 
purpoie of providing for the wife in cafo of a divorce. There is al- 
fo provided a quantity of hoivfehold fluff of all forts, fuch as car- 
pets, mats, bedding, utenfils for dreffing vidluals, &c.; after this 
a writing or contrafl is drawn up, in the prefence of, and witnefli 
cd by, the Cadi, or magiflrate, or in his abfonce by an Akhund, 
or prieft ; this writing the Perfians c.all AkudBundee, or the bind- 
ing contrafl, in which the father of the bride fets forth, that on 
focli a day, in fuch a year, he has given his daughter in marriage to 
the fon of fuch a perfon, (mentioning the name of the bridegroom 
and his father) who alfo on his part enumerates the difierentprefents- 
he makes in his foil’s name' to the bride, as well as the flipulated. 
money called Mehr u Kaween. This writingjs figned and foaled by- 
both parties, as well as the Cadi and the Mullah, and is depofited in 
the hands of the bride’s father, where it always forvesas a record, in 
cafe of a divorce, to enforce, the fulfilling of the marriage articles : 
for on this occafioathe hufband is obliged to make good the con- 
tra£l, even to the minuteft agreement, before the divorce can be cohir 
plete. When this ceremony is finifhed, the marriage by the Ma-» 
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honv.tliMi law Is detnud perfe6I. It is, however, obfervabic tliat 
portions arc never with dai ^liters in Perfia, as is the cuftom 

in Europe anti in moft places of the eaft : nothing now remains 
tjiit to cri'. brate the wedding, aiid tliis is generally performed the fe- 
cond or third day after fgtfmg the contraft, in the following man- 
ner : The night before the wedding, the fiiendsand relarions of the 
biidc aflunblc ar her houfe, attended hy mufic, dancing girls, and 
other ligns of feftivity. This night is diflinguilhed by the appellation 
ofSlub Uinna Bundee, orthe night in which the hands and feet of 
the bride are ftained with the lierb of Uinna, well known all over 
the Eaft. Previous to the ceremony, a large quantity of this herb 
is lint hy the brKlegrcxjm to the houlc of the bride ; and on the day 
of flaii'.ing fhe is firft conveyed to the bath, where having bathed, 
flic is brought back to hei own houfe; after which tiny iLuii her 
hands and tlxt, at the lame time painting her (ye-brows ami fore- 
head with the antimony powder called Surma : when this is finiih- 
td, they lend hack what remains of the herb to the houle. of the 
biidegroom, where the like operation is performed upon him by 
his fiieuds. The wedding night being come, the friends both of 
the bride and bridegroom, men and women, alTjmble at the houfe 
of the bride, lu order to carry lier to that of her future hufband : 
they are attended by all lorts of mufic, lingers, and dancing girls, 
ami all are drcllld in their fmartcll apparel, each of tlic women 
having on a veil of red lilk. The prefents which the bride-groom 
has made, are all put into trays covered with red lilk, which are 
carried on men’s Ihoulders. After waiting at the door iJrme time, 
the bride is brought forth, covered from head to foot in a veil of 
jed lilk, or painted mullln; a horle is then prefented for her to 

mount, 
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mount, which is fent thither exnreflly by the bridegroom ; nncl 
when Ihe is mounted, a large looking-glals is IrW before her hv one 
of the bride-maids, all the way to the houle of her hnfl^and, as <m 
admonition to her, that it is the la lb time fne will look into a glals 
as a virgin, being now about to enter into the cares of the married 
Theproceffioii then lets forward intlic following order: — firfl', 
thc.mufic and dancing gills; after which the prchiits, in trays 
bmne u{x^n mtn’s IhoulJcrs ; next come the relations and Iriends 
of the bridegroom, all Ihouting and making a great noilc ; 
wlio are followed by the bride lierlelf, llirroundcd by all her fe- 
male friends and relations, one of whom f.ads the horle by the 
bridle; and fevcral others on Iiorleback dole the proceHion. lie- 
ing arrived at the houfe of die bridegroom, they are nut at tlie 
d*ior by the fluher and mother, and fiom thcaicc are condu<Sled up 
Ih irs; the bride then enters the room. The bridegroom, who is at the 
upper end, makes a low obcifance; and prelently after, coming clofj 
up to his bride, takes her up in his arms and embraces her. S 30:1 
after they retire into a private chamber; and, on their return to the 
company, it caufes great rejoicings. They then all lit down to flipper 
in feparate apartiiients, the men eating with tlie bridegroom in one 
room, and the women with the bride in another ; it being quite con- 
trai*) to cuftom for the women to eat in company with the men on 
this occafion. The wedding-fupper is prolonged to a late hour in 
the night, with chearfulnefs and feftivc mirth. 

Rkjoicings In Perlia for a wedding generally continue eight or 
ten days. It, afttr marriige, a man fhuulj Ic difeontenced vvith his 
wite (which is Ibtnetiuies the cafe in this as in orlicr c'ountries), 
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lie is nt liberty to divorce her ; a mao, by tlie Mahoineclaii huv^ 
Ixinf^ always enabled to put his wife away at difcrction : this is per- 
furniccl by giving her every thing lie had promiicd previous to mar- 
liagc, and by rc-demanding the contraft of liis wife’s relations. Tlic 
ccjcmony of divorce is calk-d by the Perfians TcIIaak, If again, af- 
ter the divorce, the hufband fliould be Inclined to take his wife back, 
he Is at liberty fo to do, ami this for three times fuccedively ; and 
and when It fo happens, the contradl muft be renewed each time: 
but after the third time he is expreffly forbidden to re-marry the 
fame woman. I have heard a llory of the woman’s being obliged 
fiifl: to bcbiarii^d, then bedded, and afterwards divorced by ano- 
ther man, before her fiifl hufband can re-marry her ; but I never 
could meets with an Infl<ince of it in Perfia, or ever knew of any 
cuftwni of that kind pievalent in the country, although I made 
fiequent enquiries conceMuIng it. It feldom liappens tliat a man, 
who is once divorced from his wife, is inclined to take her back 
again ; thofc who do fo being in little cflimation with their neigh- 
bours : and with ivlpect to the number of wives a man has, al- 
thongh by the MahoiiKdan law he is certainly allowed as many 
as he is able to maintain, yet in general, amongfl the Per- 
fians, that peiTon Is moll cfleemed who attaches himfelf to one. 
Contrails of marriage in Peifia, as well as in many other places in 
the Eaft, are often made between families at a very early jieriod ; 
and although confummation does not take place till many years 
after, yet the woman contrailed cannot divorce herftlf, or be ab- 
fblved from the contrafl, unlefs by the confent of her betrothed huf- 
band, except on forfeiture of a confiderable fum of money. The 
fame Is alfo binding on the part of the man, 
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A WIDOW in Perfia is obliged to wait four moiitlis after the 
death of her hufo.iud before fhe is permitted by law to marry 
again ; but the concubine of a perfon deceafed may go to another 
as foon as foe pleafes. At the chriftening, or rather naming of 
ehlMren, in Pcrfia, the following ceremony is obferved: the 
tliird or fourth day after the cliikl is born, the friends and relations 
of the woman who has lain in aflcmble at her houle, attended 
bv mulic and dancing gills, hired for the occafion ; after playing 
:.!!d dancing fome time, a Mullab, or piicft, is introduced, who 
t..Li:.!>' the child in his arms, demands of the mother what name 
Ih.c chufes the iiifiiiit Ihoukl be called by; being told, he begins 
}'ra} Ing, and after a fliort time applies his mojfith cWle to the 
child's ear, and tells him clilliiidlly three times, (calling hm by 
nri!iu.) to remember and be obedient to his father and mother, to 
vuin ratc bis Koran, and hi.} prophet, to abftain from thofe things 
VAhieh aie nnhiwfil, and to praftile tliofc things which arc good 
arid virtuoui:. Having npeated the Mabomedan proft/Tion.of full], 
he tlicn rc-uelivers the child to his mother; afiei* >vhich the com- 
jniny arc cnfertaliKd W'itli fweetrncats and other refrclhmciv^s, a 
.rt of which tlic females prdent always take care to carry away 
in tliLir pockets, believing it to be the inf.llible means of theij: 
hr.ving ofisprlng tliemlclvcs. The ceremony of the Suiinut, or c\r^ 
onnxifion, in Pcrfia, is generally performed during the Chehula, 
or fpacc of forty days from the birth of the child;, as within that 
pciiod it is lefs dangerous than at a more advanced age. Some 
11(1*: .n*c, Iiowever, who do not undergo the operation until the 
. Ai i> ar;on ol fcveii or eight years ; but it is abfolutely neceflary 
ihat it fiionld take place before the age of fourlcen, as aftci iliat 
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time It is deemed unlawful ; on this occafion the parents of tlie 
child invite their relations and friends to an entertainment. Thu 
operation is performed after the Jewifli ritual, and in the mannei 
praftifed by the Muffulmen of India. 

With great men this ceremony Is xincommonly {jjjlcndkl. 
During my retidcnce at Shirauz, I had an opportunity of being an 
eye-witncfs to the rejoicings made by the inhabitants in honour of 
the fon of Jaafar Kl^n, who on the 2 7tli of April 1787, had the 
ceremony performed upon him. On the 20th, great pr para- 
tions having previoufly been made, all the bazars in Shirauz were 
fplendidly illuminated, particularly the grand bazar, which was 
adorned throughout with lufires of party-coloured lamps, fulpend- 
ed from the roof about half way down : the Ihops of the mer- 
chants on each fide were drefled out in great finery, with filver 
paper, rich hangings, &c.; the walls on each fide, to a coufiderable 
height, covered with tapeftry, looking-glaflcs, and many paintings, 
done in the Perfian ftyle, moft of them reprefentlng the ancient 
Kings of Perfia, and India, in the different dre flies of their refpec- 
tive countries ; as well as defigns taken from their moft admired 
poets. Bands of mufic, and dancing women, were conftantly per- 
forming night and day,, throughout the different bazars, on fcaf- 
foldings erefted for the purpofe ; and the whole was a feeue of fef- 
tivity for feven days and as many nights. Among feveial inge- 
nious things obfervableon this occafion, the fight prefented at the 
Jfuba Khana, or the Khikn’s arlenal, was moft worthy of notice. 
In the centre of this building the armourers had fufpended In the 
air a brafs mortar of 800 wt. by fome hidden means, as nothing 

appeared 
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ap'ieared to fiipport it either above or below, the only vifiblo 
tliiiiT beinej a number of coloured bottles flicking to it as if to 
keep it buoyant in the atmofphere. I was told, however, that 
it was efFefted by means of a wire pafled from the roof of the 
nlacc to the mouth of the mortar ; but not being vilible to the 
fp clators, it gave it a very ingenious efi'edl. The decorations on 
this occafion coft the fliop-keepers and tradelmen confiderable 
fliins, as befules the expences of the illuminations, they were 
obliged to make a handfome Peifhculh, or prefent, to the Khan and 
his fon, who alfo on this occafion gave a grand entertainment in 
the citadel, to which the principal men in the city were invited i 
and the whole was concluded by a magnificent difplay of fire- 
works. 

The funerals of the Perfians arc conduflcd in a fimilar manner The ft 
to thofe in other Mahomedan countries.— On the death of a Perfian 
Mufliilman, the relations and friends, of the deceafed being aflem- 
bled, make loud lamentations over the corpfe ; after which it is 
wafticd jand laid out on a bier, and carried to the place of interment 
without the city walls, attended by a Mullah, or prieft, who 
chaunts pafliiges from the Koran all the way to the grave. If any 
Mufliilman Ihould chance to meet the corpfe during the proccfllon, 
he is obliged, by the precepts of his religion, to run up to the 
djicr, and offer his afliflance in carrying it to the grave, crying out 
at the fame time, Lah lllah III Uilldb! ‘there is no God hut God, 

After interment, the relations of the deceafed return home, and 
the. women of the family make a mixture of wheat, honey and 
fpices, which they eat in memory of the deceafed, fending a part 

of 
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of it to til dr friends and acquaintance, that they alfo may pay 
him a like honour. — This ciiftom feems to be derived from very 
great antiquity, as we read in Homer of facrifices and libations 
being frequently made to tiie memory of departed fouls. 

ice^of • The Perfians arc very ftriifl in reljiefl: to the price of blood, or 
Lex ^aHonis, thxi being laid down and authorized as a pofitive 
command in the Koran ; it is called Deiut. At Shirauz, if a man 
murders another perfon, he is obliged to pay a Deiut, cither in 
money or goods, to the value of eight hundred piaftres, which is 
to be received by the relations of the decealed ; but if this is not 
agreed to, and the relations infift upon it, (the acceptance being 
entirely optional) the murderer is to be delivered up to the nearefi; 
of kindred to the perlbn llain, and is by them put to death : but 
fhould it fo happen that the murderer elcapes, the two families 
are at perpetual variance, until full fatisfaiflion be made, cither b/ 
paying the price of blood, as related, or apprehending the mur- 
derer and furrendering him, a circum^^^ance often attended with 
very bloody confequences. There is yet, however, another mode 
of compromile, and to which in one inftance I was an eye-witnefj; 
which is, the relations of the murderer giving in marriage a 
daughter, or niece, to the fbn of the deceafed, as the price of blood; 
and when this is the cafe, the two families becoming one, tlic 
reconciliation is always complete. 

The police in Shirauz, as well as all over Perfia, is very good. 

t bhi oblerved, at fun-fet the gates of the city are Ihut ; no 

perfon whatever is permitted either to come in or go out diinhig 

the 
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the night, the keys of tlie different gates being always fent to 
the Hakim or Governor, and remain with him until morning. 
During the night, three Tiblas, or drums, are beaten at three dif- 
ferent times; the firft at eight o’clock, the fccond at nine, and 
the third at half part: ten. After the third Tibia has founded, 
all i^crfbns whatlocvcr, found in the ftreets by the Darogn, or 
judge of t’ e police, or by any of his people, are inffantly taken 
i,p, and conveyed to a place of confinement, where they are de- 
tained until next morning, when they are carried before the 
Hakim; and if they cannot give a very good account of them- 
fclves, are piinlfhed, either by the baffinado or a fine. Civil 
matters arc all determined by the Cazi, and ecclefiaftical ones 
(particularly divorces,) by the Sheick al Sellaum, or Head of the Slick 
Faith; an office anfwcring to that of Mufei in Turky. Juftice or th 
is carried on in Perfia in a very fummary manner ; the fentence^ 
%\hatever it may he, being always put into execution on the fpot. 
U'heft is generally punilhed with the lol's of nofe and ears; rob- 
bing on the road, by ripping up the belly of the criminal, in 
which fituatloa he is expofed upon a gibbet, in one of the mofl: 
publick parts of the city, and there lift until he expires in tor- 
ments; a dreadful punllhment, but iti the end extremely falutniy, 
as the fight deters others from committing tlic fiime^crime, and 
renders robberies in Perfia very iiijcom*m.on. The punifliments 
In this country are fo varied and cruel, that humanity (hudders 
at the thought, and the happy Englilhman, viewing them, blefles 
himfelf that he is born in the arms^of freedom and liberty, where 
property is not only facred, buf.juflice admiuiftered with mercy! 
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The Perfiaiis olyferve the faft during the month of Rama'/an, 
(the 9th month of the Mahomedan yt.ar) with great ftri< 5 lne (3 
and fcverlty: — About an hour before cliy-light, they eat a meal 
\vhl(h is called Sehic, and from that tim *, until the next evening 
at fmi-fct, they neither cat or drink of any thing whatever: it is 
even lb very rigid, that If in the courlc of the day the fino^ce of-^ 
a Calcan, or tlic ImallclT: drop of water reaches their lips, the fall '’ 
is in confequence deemed broken, and of no avail. Prom fun-fet 
until the next morning, they are allowed to refrefh themfclves. 
This falf, when tlic month Ramazan falls in the middle of fummer, 
as it Ibmctimcs mull do. (the Mahomedan year being lunar), is'ex- 
trcmely leverc, cfpccially to thole who are obliged by their occu- 
pations to go aboiir daring the day-time, and is rendered Hill 
more fo, as there are alfo leveral nights during its cxiftance, which 
they are enjoined to fpend in prayer. The Pcrlians particularly 
ohltrve two ; the one being that in which their prophet x^li died, 
from a wound which he received from the hands of an aflafliii three 
days before; which night is the 21ft of Ramazan, the day of 
which is called by the natives Yebm al Kutul, or the day of mur- 
der ; — the other is die night of the 23d, in which they affirm 
that the Koran was brought down from Heaven by the hands of 
the Angel Gabriel, and delivered to their prophet Mahomed ; 
wherefore It is denominated Lailut al Kudar, or the night of 
power. The firft of thefe nights the Turks and others of the fed 
of the Sunnies do not oblerve, and the latter they keep on the 
night of the ayih; but both nights are fpent by the Perlians en- 
tirely in prayer, belides which, the moft religious men generally 
allot a part of each day in the month for the purpofe of reading 

the 
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the Koran. — F roai tliis Faft, women under particular circumftances 
relative to their lex, very old perfons, the fick, and children un- 
d.r the age of fourteen, are exempted: every other perfon is en- 
joined to keep it, as abfolutely neceflary to falvatiom Travellers 
alfo, during this month (when on actual journey), are exempted 
from ohferving the fafl: ; but In lieu thereof are obliged, on their 
return home, to falT an equal number of days in another month: 
tlio’jgli the Pcrfians fiy that one day’s fall In the month of Rama- 
zan IS more r.cccptable to God than all the remainder of the year 
pat together. This month, by way of eminence, is filled by the 
JMahomedans AIMubaiik, or the bleflcd ; and they affirm that 
whatever MuiTulman:^ die during it, will moft afl’u redly enter into Fa- 
rad. 1. ; as they believe the gates of Heaven arc then open by the 
comm iud of God. People of a religious turn of mind begin this 
fall feven or eight days before Ramazan, and fume continue it as 
many more during the fuccccding month. The ide of Ramazan, 
or ill of Shuwaul, is not obferved here as in Turky, with any SUuwiui. 
particular fblcmnity. 

The 23d of September, which this year happened on the 
I oth of the Mahomeclan month Zu kl ITuj, A. IL 1201, is kept in 
Perlia as a grand feflival, and was celebrated at Shirauz with ex- 
traordinary rejoicings ; it is called by the Pcrlians Ide Korbau, or 
the feflival of lacrifice ; being the lame, they lay, as that in which [ jj. 
Abraham offered up his fbn Ifaac, wliom they call Ifmael. A 
few days previous to its commcncemenr, each fiimlly takes care to 
purchale a fine fat Iheep, which they dellgn fur the facrilice, 
ditiinguilhed by the name of Gofefund Korban, or the Iheep of 

facrilice 
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facrifice ; this (heep they take great care of, and he mufl: be with- 
out fpot or [)lcnih1i, in order to reprefent the purity of Ifaac. The 
day being come, they adorn the vi£llni with ribands, beads, and 
other hiiery ; allb ftaining his face, feet, and different parts of 
his Lecy viiih ihc hcib of HInna ; the neighLcurs n ciprocidly 
villt each otlier, and exchange the wifli of a happy Tde or 
fcfl:i'*a]. Their mode of falutatlon is Ide Shumd Mubank b.]/Jjcdl 
Mi>y your j'cfl'ival be fortunate / The vi£fim being flain, tiny 
lend the dilTcrcnt parts of him as piefcnts to their friends and 
to the poor; fomc, indeed, do not referve any part for thcmltlves, 
but every Mufluhnaii is enjoined by his religion to give a part of 
what he kills that day to the indigent, who generally find means 
to make a co.nfoi table meal. Idle day is fpent in the utmoll flf- 
tiviry. Among thole of higher lank, the following ceremonies 
are obferved : the Khan, or in his ablence the Bcglcrbeg, go:s ii 
proccflion to the jdacc of lacrlficc*, whicli is without the city, and 
Is called the KorLan Gali; a favourite camel, cholcn for the oeca- 
fion, is led forth, which is drefled out in great finery, and is con- 
fidcred as facred. On tlicir anival at the place, the Kl.an fufl; 
ftiikcs a lance into the breaft of the animal, and the cro;vd are 
permitted to rufli in, by which he Is pixlcntly cut into a thoufind 
j ieccs, and happy in their eflimatlon is the p.rlbn who can procure 
the leall: portion of him, as they look upon it a great bicffing, and 
an infallible omen of future good fortune. The procefJion returns 
to the city, where a fcaff/lding is eredted before the paLxc, and 
th- peojle arc entertained with rope-dancing, fingers (male ard 
female), tumblers, ram-fighting, and other diverlions until e\cnin^ , 
The Peilians, o\i this occafioa, have all of them by heart an ode 

made 
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made for the day, which they repeat as they walk the ftrcets; and 
chearfuliiels, with contentment, fit on every countenance. As I 
lived in a native family, I tlionght it proper on this occafion to 
make a prefent to it of a fliecp for the ficrifice, by which I af- 
forded great fatisftiSlion ; and wc fpent the day in liigh mirth. 

Indeed 1 attriinited my own comfortable iituatlon, during my refi- 
■ dcnce in Perfin, principally to my reaely and general compliance 
with all tlnirmanners and cuftoms ; a praftice I would advile eve- 
ry traveller, who wiflies to live agreeably in a flraiige country, to 
obferve ; t xpericncingmyfelf the benefit of it in fo ample a man- 
ner. The 30th of September, biing the i yth of Zu al Huj, is 
al(o obfcrvtd liere as a feftival, and is called Ide Kudeer, or the Ft-fti- 
val of Fate; being, according to the Perfians, the day in which their 
prophet Mahomed bequeathed the Caliphat to Ali his fon in-law, IdMCudeei 
nine days before he died ; but this is denied by the I’urks and 
ethers of the fedt of the Sunniec, and has been the caufe of much 
aiiimofity and bloodfhcd. 

No place in the world produces the neccfiiarics of life in 
greater abundance and perfedbion than Shirauz : nor is there a 
more delightful fpot in nature to be conceived, than the vale in 
which it is fituated, either for the falubiity of the air, or for the 
profufion of every thing ncceffary to render life comfortable and 
agreeable. The fields yield plenty of rice, wheat, and barley, 
whieh they generally begin to reap In the month of May, and by 
the niiddle of July the harveft is completed. Moft of the Eu- 
ivopean fruits are produced here, and many of them are fuperior 
in* fize and flayour to ^vhat can be railed in Europe, particularly 

the 
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the apricot and grape. Of the grape of Shlrauz there are leve- 
ral forts, all of them very good, but two or three more particu- 
larly fo than the reft; one is the lirge white grape, called 
Keefli Babii, without feed, which is extremely lufeious and agree- 
able to the tafte; the fmall white grape, called Alkeri, alfo 
without feed, and as fweet as ftigar; the black grape, of which 
the celebrated wine of Shirauz is made; this wine is prefled by 
the Armenians and Jews, in the months of Oflober and No- 
vember, and a vaft deal is exported annually to Abu Shehr 
and other parts, in the Perfian Gulph, for the fupply of the In- 
dia market. The wine of Shirauz is really delicious, and well 
deferving of praifc; fomuchfo, that people who have drank it for a 
ipace of time feldom care for any other ; though at the firft tafte 
it is rather unpleafant to an European. They have another kind 
of largo red grape, called Salubi, the bunches of which weigh 
feven or eight pounds each : it is ftiarp and rough to the tafte, 
and makes vinegar of a very fuperlor quality. The cherries here 
are but indifferent ; but apples, pears, melons, peaches, quinces, 
ncdarlnes, and the gage plumbs, are all very good, and in the 
greateft plenty. The pomegranate is good to a proverb ; the Per- 
flans call it the fruit of Paradife. Tlie breed of horl'es in the pro- 
vince of Pars is at prefent very indifferent, owing to the ruinous 
ftate of the country; but in the province of Dufhtiftaan, lying to 
the fouth-weft, it is remarkably good. The Iheep are of a fupe- 
liour flavour, owing to the excellence of the pafturage in the 
neighbourhood of Shirauz, and are alfo celebrated for the fine- 
nefs of their fleece : they have tails of an extraordinary flze, fome of 
which I have feen weigh upwards of thirty pounds ; but thofe 
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which are fold in the markets do not weigh above fix or feven. 

Their oxen are large and ftrong, but their flcfli is feldom eaten 
by the natives, who confine tliemfclves chiefly to that of ftieep 
and fowls. Provifions of all kinds are very cheap; and the neigh- 
bouring mountains affording an ample fupply of fiiow through- 
out the year, the meanefi: artificer of Shirauz may have his water 
and fruits cooled without any expence w^orthy his confideration : 
this fnow being gathered on the tops of the mountains, and 
brought in carts to the city,, is fold in the markets. The price 
of provifions is regulated at Shirauz with the greateft exaftnefs, by 
the Daroga, or judge of the police, who fets a fixed price upon 
every article, and no fliop-kccpcr dare to demand more, under the 
fevere penalty of loling his nofc and ears; fucli being the punlfh- 
ment attached to a crime of this nature ; by which means the 
pooreft Inhabitants are clfj^9:ually lecured from impolitlon, in lb 
capital an . article as the neceilarics of life. 

Manufactures and trade are at prelcnt greatly decayed in Manufar 
Perfia, the people liaving had no interval of peace to recover 
themfelves fince the death of Kerim Khan to the prelcnt period : 
but If a regular and permanent government was once again to be 
eftablilhed, there is little doubt but they would flourifli, as the 
Perfians are very ingenious, of quick capacities, and even the 
lower clafs of artificers are Indufirious and diligent. They work 
in filllgree and ivory remarkably well, and are good turners. 

They have at Shirauz a glals manufactory, where they caft very 
good glafs, of w^hich great quantities are exported to different parts 
of Perfia ; by which the manufacturers acquire confidcrable profit. - 

Moft • 



OBSERVATIONS 3^1^^T5.E; .O N A 

Moft of the woollen goods, filks and worked linens,..j!re brought 
from Yczd and Carmania, from both of which places they alfb 
export felts and carpets. A great quantity of copper is produced 
from Taiiris, and otlier of the more northern parts of Pcrfia* 
Kom is le.markable for excellent fword-blades ; but at prelent all 
trade wiih Europeans is flopped; and the flate of the country 
does not promife a fiiccdy return of if. India goods are imported 
chiefly frojn Abu Shehr. In matters of trade amongfl the na- 
tives, the whole is under the regulation of the Caloonter, or town- 
clerk, who regulates the duties to be paid to the Khan on all 
imports ; this is fometimes executed with a feverity wliich leaves 
the merchant little or no profit upon his goods. This officer has an 
apartment in the grand Cafavanleral, where himfelf or his affif. 
tant relides, who is called the Goom Rook, or Cuftom-mafter, 
and is always prefent on the arrival of a caravan. All goods are 
opmed here, even to the meancll article, and a duty is exacted 
upon every thing foreign. This office aflords a field for great 
kna very, which 1 doubt not is often pradifed, as I have frequent- 
ly licard the merchants complain of the oppreffive difpofition of 
the prefent fuperintendant with much acrimony : this proceed- 
ing cannot however be prefumed to have the fandion of the 
Khan, as it is mofl probable be is often defrauded without its 
coming to his knowledge; for a peifon detedled in the pradice of 
thc-l'e nicks w'ould unqucflionably fuller death. 

The climate of Shirauz is one of the mofl agreeable in the world, 
the extremes of heat and cold being feldom felt. During the fpring 
of the year the face of the country appears uncommonly beauti- 
ful 
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fill. The flowers, of which they have a great variety, and of the 
biighteft hues, the fragrant herbs, Ihrubs, and plants, the rofo, 
the (wcet bafil, and the myrtle, all here contiibiite to refrefli and 
pel fume the natural mildnefs of the air. The nightingale of the 
garden (called by the Peifians Boolbul Hezar Dajlaan,) the gold- 
fiych, and the linnet, by their melodious warblings, at this de- 
lightful lealon of the year, ferve to add to the fitisfai^ion of the 
mind, and to itd'pire it with the moft pleafing ideas. The beau- 
ties of niture are here depi^ed in tlieir fullefl: extent ; the na- 
tnial liiflorian and the botanift would here meet with ample 
fcope for purfuing their favourite inveftigations. With fuch advan- 
tages, added to the falubiity of the air, how can it be wondered 
at, that tlie inhabitants of Shirauz fliould fo confidently aflert the 
pit -eminence of their own city to any other in the world ? — or that 
futli beauties (hould fail of calling forth the poetical exertions of 
a I -afiz, a Sa li, or a Jam! ? Their mornings and evenings are 
cool, but the midJleof the day is very pleafant. In fummer the 
thermometer fcUom rifes above feventy-three in the da) time, and 
at night it generally finks as low as fixty-two. The autumn is 
the worft fealbn of the year, that being the lime when the rains 
begin to fall, and during the autumnal months it is co ifidered by 
natives as the moft unhealthy; colds, fluxes and feveis being very 
general. In wintei-, a vaft deal of fnow falls, and very thick, but 
ice is rarely to be found, except on the fummits of the moun- 
tains, or towards Ifpahan and the more northern parts of 
Perfia. One thing, which is moft to be eftcemed in this country, 
and renders it preferable to any other part of the world, is their 
nights,, which are always clear and the dew that in 
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moft plnces is of fo pernicious and dangerous a nature, is not of the 
leaft ill confequence here: there is none at all in fummer, and in 
the other Icalbns it is of fuch a nature, that if the brighteft feimi- 
tar (hould be exixjfed to it all the night, it would not receive the leaft 
mil; a circumftance I have myfelf cxfxrienced. This drynefs in 
the air caufes their buildings to laft a great while, and is undoubt- 
edly one of the principal reafans that the celebrated ruins of 
Pcrfepolis have endured for fo many ages, and, comparatively 
(peaking, in fo perfed a ftate ; that place being fituated in much 
fuch another valley as Shirauz, and but two days journey from 
thence. The nights in Perfia, and more particularly in the (outh- 
ern parts of it, are mofl excellently adapted for the Icience of 
aftronorny, being of extraordinary brightnel's, and far preferable in 
that point to what I have oblerved in any country in which it has 
been my fortune to refide. 

In attempting to fry any thing of the charader of the Perfians, 
I am feaOble of the difficulty of the undertaking, from my being fo 
ffiorta time amongfl: them. An acquaintance with the real charac- 
ter of a people is only capable of being attuned by a very long re- 
lidence ; yet as during my ftay in Perfia, from the fituation I was 
placed in, by living in a native family, I had an oppoituuity of 
feeing more of the nature and difpofitioii of the middling fort of 
people, and their manners and cuftoms, than perhaps h.is fdlen 
to the lot of moft travellers, I am induced to give the few obler- 
yations I made during that period. The Perfians, with refped to 
outward behaviour, are certainly the Parifians of the Eaft, whilft 
a rude and inlblent demeanour peculiarly marks the charader of 
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the Turkifh nation towards foreigners and Chrijftians : the beha- 
viour of the Perlians would, on the contrary, do honour to fhc luoft 
civilized nations ; they are kind, courteous, civil and obliging 
to all ftrangers, without being guided by rhofc religious prejudices 
fo very prevalent in every other Mahomednn nation ; they are 
fgnd of enquiring after tli^ manners and enfhoms of Eun')pe ; and, 
in return, very readily afford any information in refpeil to their own 
couiitry. The pra£l:ice of hofpitality is wirh them fo grand a 
point, that a man thinks himfelf highly honoured if you will en- 
ter his lioufe and partake of what the family affords ; wlKivhs go 
ing out of a houfe, without fmoaking a Cakan, or taking any 
other rcfreflimcnt, is deemed, in Perfia, a high affront ; they fay 
that every meal a ft ranger partakes with them brings a blefling upon 
the houfe ; to account for this, we muft underftand It as a pledgj of 
faith and protection, when wc cenfider that the continual wars in 
which this country has been involved, w^itli very little ceffition, 
fince the extinction of the Sefi family, have greatly tended to an 
univerfal depravity of difpofition, and a perpetual inclination to 
aCts of hoftllity. This has leflened that foftnefs and urbanity of 
manners for which this nation has been at all f)riricr rimes fo fa- 
mous ; and has at the fame time too much extinguifhed all Icuul- 
ments of honour and humanity amongft thofe of higher rank. 
The Perfians, in their converfation, ufefuch extravagant and hyper- 
bolical compliments on the moft trifling occafions, that it w’ould 
at firft infpire a ftranger with an idea, that every inhabitant of the 
place was willing to lay dowm his life, ftied his bk^od, or fpend 
his money in his fervice ; and this mode of acldrcfs (which in faCl 
means nothing) is obferved not only by thofe of a liigher rank, 
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but even amongft the meancn: artificers, the Kav(. it of which will 
m .ke nt) fcrnple, on your arrival, of ofFciing yoa the city of Shi- 
rauzand all its appurreninces, as a peiih'cuih or prefint: this beha- 
viour appears at firft very remark ible to Europeans, but after a 
fltort tiiiio becomes equally familiar. Freed )in of converfation is 
a thing totally unknown inPeifia, as tliat ‘tfrt/Zr /u/iv cirrs is pro- 
verbially in the mouth of every one. — The fear of chains which 
bind their bodies has alio enflaved their minds; and rli.ir conver- 
fuion to men of fuperior rink to themfdvcs is markeil with (igns 
of the moft abjed and (laviih fubmiffion ; while, on t!ie contr ary, 
they are as haughty and overbearing to their inferiors. 'I'he ex- 
ceffivo fear and awe they itaud in, before the givat, is cxemplifi /d in 
a circumllancc I lhall mention, which hapjieiis-d uhen 1 accompa- 
nied Mr. Jones, of the Bufiora fuidory, to the Pcrllan camp, in an 
audience we were admitted to with Jaafar Khan. I'hc Khan 
had ordered Mr. Jones to be fltewn his horfis ; w ho having 
I'ccii them, was alkcd which he liked the beft. Mr. Jones told him 
(through me) that he approved very much of the find iit general, 
but that two hol ies, (nairmig them) were entitled to more particu- 
lar attention ; this the man who accompanied us, and who was 
in the capacity of a .gentleman uflier, interpreted to the Khan in 
the following terms, “ He fiiys that all the horfes arc the fined 
“ that ever were lien ; but as to the two marked out, their equal is 
“ not to be found in any part of the world.” And at this anlwcr 
the Khan hlmlelf leemed pleafed ; no doubt from having bcea 
ufed to no other language from his infancy. 
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The Perfians, in their converfation, aim much at elegance* 
and are perpetually repeating verf,s and pafliiges from the works 
of their moft favourite poets, Hafiz, S^di, and Jami; a j:raflicc 
nniverfdlv prevalent, from the higheft to the lowefl; 'becaufe 
thofe who h.ave not the advantag<.‘S of reading and writing, or the 
other benefits arlfuig from education, by die help cf their 
memories, which are very retentive, and what they learn by 
heart, are always ready to bear their part in convei (atlon. Th.;,* 
alio delight much in jokes and quaint exprefiions, and are fond of 
playing vipon each other; v.hiih thty lomctinaes do wi:h gnat 
elegance and irony. There is one thing much to he adn i;ed la 
their converfations, which is the ftiift attention tiicy alwa. s r- ly 
to the p'llbn Ipeaking, whom t''.cy never interriijal on any ac- 
count. They are in general a perflinable, and in many rc(p.<n:s 
a handfomc, people : their complexions, faving thofe who are cx- 
polcd to the inclemencies of the weather, are as fair as Europeans. 
The women at Shlrauz have at all times been celebrated over thofe 
of other parts of Perfia for their beauty, and not without realon. 
Of thofe whom I had the fortune to ftc during my rcfidencc, and 
who were moftly relations and friends of the family I lived In. 
many were tall and well fhaped ; but their bright and fparkling 
eyes was a very fliiking beauty ; this, how'cvcr, is in a great naca- 
fure owing to art, as they rub their eye-brows and eye lids wirli 
the black powder of antimony (called furma), which adds an in- 
comparable brilliancy to their natural luflre. T he Large black eye 
is in moft eftimation amongfl the Perfians, and this is the naoif 
common at Shlrauz. As the women in Mahomedan couiitilcs .uc, 
down to the meaueft, covered with a veil from head to foot, a 
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fight is never to be obtained of them in the ftreet ; b jt fron my 
fituation, 1 have (ecn many of them %\iihin doors; as when any 
came to vifit the family where I lived, which in my did, dlre^Ljd 
by their curiohty to i'ee an European, iindcrft mJin:^ I btln:igrd tj 
the houfe, they made iiofcruple of pulling off th ru* veils, and con- 
verfing with great inquifitivenefs and funillcirity ; wliich feerned 
much gratified by my ready cotnpliance wit i tlieir rcquclb, in iii- 
forinlng them of European culdoms and manners, and never failed 
to procure me thanks, with thi additional cIiaraLlcrof a good ma- 
tured Feringy^ (the appellitlon by wliich all Ivjrope.ms are diiVm- 
guifiacd). The women in Perfia, as in all Mahnmcdan Tinions, 
after marriage, are wry liulc; Ixtter than (lives to tlicir hiubAnds. 
Thofe mild and familiar ciulcarments w .ich grace rlie I'o^ial 
board of an European, and which at the frme tim3 they aftord 
a mutual facisfadlon to either fex, lend alfo to refine and polidi 
manners, are totally unknown in Mahomedan countries. The luif* 
band, of a fufpiclous temper, and chained down by an obliinate 
and perfevering etiquette, thinks himdif affronted even by the en- 
quiry of a friend after th.e |jeaUh of hi.> wife. Calling her by name 
is never allowed of ; the moJc of addrefs muft be, “ May tfie 
mother of fucli a f;n, or fiieli a dauglitcr, be Ii'»npy ; 1 hope 

(he is i:i health an 1 none cx ‘cpt tho'c of the nearell kiii,. a 
brotlicr, or uncle, are ever allowed to (ee the females of the family 
unveiled ; it would be deemed as an infulr. — 'riirice liappy ye, my 
fair and amiable country-women, wh ) born and cJiicatcd iii a land 
of freedom, can, without violating tl )0 laws of propriety, botli give 
and receive the benefit of focl il inta'courfe, uiiimprcfled by the 
baneful efiedts of jealoufy, rejoice that thefe blefiings are aflbrdcd 
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you ! — which have inculcated the fentiments of liberality and polite- 
nefs, and which ftill contribute to enhance the value of fociety, and 
to lecurc you a permanent and unalloyed felicity ! — The Perfian 
ladies, however, during the days of courtfhip, have in their turn 
pre-eminence ; a miftrcfs making no fcruple of commanding her 
jover to ft.ind all day lung at the door of her fatlier’s houfe, re- 
pe.ating verlcs in praife of her beauty and accomplKhments ; and 
this is the go icral way of making love at Shirans ; a lover rarely 
being admits d to a fight of his miftrefs, before the marriage 
contrail is figned.- — The Perfians, in their difpofitions, are much 
inclined to fuddeii anger ; quick, fiery, and very fcnfible of affronts, 
which they immediately refent on the fpot. They are a brave 
and courageous people; but I have before faid, that their frequent Curioii 
wars have much depraved their aficient urbanity of manners ; and comunt 
this ferocity of difpofition has alfo introduced a flrife, peculiar to 
the lower clafs of inhabitants of Shirau/.. When two people begin 
fighting, it always raifes a great crow'd, who generally feparately 
take the put of one or the other in the conteft, and the whole 
prcfently becomes a feene of tumult jndi^onfufion, until the arri- 
val of the Da oga, or judge of the police, who puts an end to 
the fiay. Thefe iio"s are very frequent, and even the boys are 
foiid'cf nuuilng to them, in order to have a fhare in the con:eu- 
tion. In their capacities they arc ready, prompt, and ingenious ; 
but thefe talents t!i:y loo often emj)loy in the moft difcreditable 
way, being the greatcfl liars in the world, pra^tifing the moft im- 
probable fah'itL’S, with t!ic graveft air imaginable; and fo far 
from being aba(h«d l)y a detefllon, they always endeavour to turn 
it off with a laugh, and even confefs themfelves, that they think 
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there is no harm in telling a lye, provided k can be of any benefit 
to themlelves : and they will always, in every bufinefs they are 
engaged in, endeavour firft to bring it about by lying and knavery; 
which if unibccefsful (as thole witlx whom they deal are full as 
expeat as themfelves), they will then conclude the bargain with 
truth and honefty ; but cither way is equally indifferent to 
them. 

The Perfians univerfiilly have a fixed belief in the efficacy of 
charms, omens, talifmans, and other fuperftitions. Bcfidcs what 
they have received fince their converfion to Mahomedanifm, they 
have in general retained all that their anceftors before praflifed. 
Indeed, the only difference is, that what w'as before authorized and 
commanded by the Magian religion, has been fubfequcntly allowed 
by the religion of Mahomed. They arc, of all people, the moft 
addicted to the idea of fortunate or aufpicious days and hours, 
the dies fajii atque nefc^i of the Romans ; and even on the mi- 
nutcll and moft trifling occafions will feek for a lucky moment. 
Going a journey can neVter be performed without fuft conflilting a 
book of Omens, each chapter of which begins with a particular 
letter of the alphabet, which is deemed fortunate or inaufpicious ; 
and fliould they unluckily pitch upon one of the latter, the jour- 
ney nuifl; of courfe be delayed until a more favourable opportuni- 
ty. Entering a new houft-, the putting on of a new garment, 
with numberlefs other common and trifling occurrences, arc de- 
termined by motions equally abfurd and frivolous. In their mar- 
riages they pay the llrifteft attention to this point ; a lucky hour 
for fignlng the coutraft, and another for .the wedding-day, being 
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teeiTicd abfolutcly neceflary to the future happincfs of the Iiitcn h 
ed couple : thofe alfo who are in good circuinftauces, generally 
fend for a Muunjim, or aftrologcr, at the birch of a child, in or- 
der uo calculate his horofeope with the utrnoft exaflael's. To a 
man they have their Talifniatis, which are generally foine lentrn«^e 
frt:iai the Koran, or fiying of their prophet Ali, written either 
upon pap'?r, or engraved upon a Imall plate of filver, which they 
bind round their arms, and other parts of the body ; but thofe 
of liighcr rank make ufe of rubies, cmaralds. and other precioiH 
ftones. The woinai of condition have fmall filver plates of a 
circular form, upon which arc engraved fentenccs fi'om the Koran ; 
uhich, as well as the Taliimans, they bind about their arms 
with pieces of red and green filk, and look upon them as never- 
failing charms ngainrt: the fafeinations of the Devil, or wicked 
dpliits, (whom they call Deebs) and whom they fay arc conftantly 
roamins: about the world, to do all the mifehief in their 
power. They are equally abfurd in their ideas of the hea- 
venly bodies, at leaft the middling and lower clafs of people, 
particularly in refpeft to the filling of the Rars, ecliplcs 
of the fun and moon, and the appearances of meteors and 
comets. As for their religious lyftem, they believe there are 
ulne heavens, the lowed: of which is that immediately above 
their heads : th y imagine, therefore, that on the filling of a ftir, 
it is occafioned by the angels in the lower heaven, giving blows 
on the heads of the devils, for attempting to penetrate Into thofe 
regions. Mr. Hanway has taken notice of this circumftancc in 
Ills travels ; and it is the firm belief of the Perfians in general, 
^id even amongft fome of thofe who from their education and 
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ftnfe ought to be better informed. Among other cuAoms of a 
fuperftitious nature, they believe that fcorplons, of whicli there 
are great numbers in this country, and very venotnous, may be 
deprived of the power of Ringing, by means of a certain prayer 
which they imke ufe of. The perfoi who has the power of bind- 
ing, as it is called, turns his fiice towards the fign Scorpio, in 
the heavens, winch they all know, and repeats this prayer. 
Every perfan prefent, at the conclution of a fentence, claps his 
hands ; after this is done, they thitik that they are perfodiy f>fe : 
nor, if they foould chance to fee any fcorpions daring that night, 
do they fcruple taking hold of thc.n, truTio' to die efficacy of this 
fancied all-powerful charm. I have frequciitly feeta the man in 
whofe family I lived, repeat the above prayer on being defined by 
his cliildien to bind the fcorpions; after which the whole family 
has gone quietly and contentedly to bed, fully perfuaded tlicy 
could receive no hurt by them. During the fummer feafon, fcor- 
pions appear in great numbers ; they are quite black in appear- 
ance, and very large, and the fting of them is dangerous, but not 
mortal : thole, however, which are found in the more northern 
parts of Perfia, and particularly in the province of Calhitn, are 
of fo dangerous a nature as often to caufe immediate death. 

The Perfians are, of all Mahomedan nations, the leaft ferupu- 
lous of drinking wine, as many of them do it publickly, and 
almofi all of them in private, (excepting thole who have per- 
formed the pilgrimage to Mecca, and men of religion) : th^ 
alfo are very liable to be quarrelfome when inebriated, which is 
often attended with fatal confoquences. They eat opium, but in 
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much lefs quantities than the Turks; and indeed in every thing 
they fay or do, eat or drink, they make a point to be as 
different from this nation as poflible, whom they detc/l to a 
man, beyond meafure; efteenlng Jews and Chrlftlans fuperior to 
them, and much nearer to fUvation. They puhlicfcly curfe and 
abwfe the three firft Caliphs afeer Mahomed, Ahu Beker, Omar^ 
and Ofman^ whom they lay were ufurpers and tyrants, and iin- 
juftly dt piived their prophet Aliof his right of the Caliphat, It is 
impoflible to conceive the great veneration they exprefs for All, 
both in their books and in their converlation : they efteem him 
to be the moft excellent and learned man that ever lived, and no^ 
inferior in good qualities to Mahomed himfclf, exccjning in his ex- 
prefs dignity, as a heavenly miflionary. They fiy that Ali was 
the only man the world ever produced, who could converfe in all 
languages; and that face him no one has appeared upon earth with 
an equal knowledge. As one inftance to what excefs the com- 
mon people carry their veneration, I lhall mention a fpeech made 
life of by the Chcharvvadar, or Matter of the Cafila, vvitli whom I 
travelled to Shirauz : — One of his afliftants making ufe of the com- 
mon exprettion, O God I O Ali I he immediately replied, No, No^ 
AH fir fly God ficond ! — The title of Ameer al Moiimlneen, qt 
C ommander of the Faithful, when made ufe of by the Perfians, is 
always applied to Ali ; for they will not allow there having been 
rightfully any other. It is a common term of abufe amongft the 
lower clafsof people, when in a paflion, to call their opponents the 
foil of a Sunni, or follower of Omar, implying that th.y could 
x>ot wifh him a more reproachful condition. The Perfians reckon 
tlje right of fuccettioii to the Caliphat to confift of twelve Imaums, 
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or Heads of tlie I'aitTi, wliom they deduce from the family of their 
prophet; thit is, from his d.uigliter Fatima, whom he gave in 
inani.igc to Ali, aad from tlicnce to his two fons by tliat marriige, 
IlulVuii and iluiiuii, and their children, defeendants. They more- 
over alledge, that the prop!ief, in his life-time, did publickly de- 
clare tliat Ali and his family fliould fuccetd to the Caliphat, both 
i;i fpihtual and tempoial matters. This, however, the 'rurks deny, 
alii l ining tint the right of laeceflion was from the free tledion of 
the p-ople, and that by tliat right the three iirii; Caliphs took 
jiofieiriou of the throne. 

wdve The Twi-Ive Imaums, in which the Perfians efteemed the true 
right of the Caliphat to confift, arc as follow: ift, Ali, who 
ought to have come immediately after Mahomed, but facceeded the 
fourth from him, as abovementioned. — 2d, Huflun, the eldert: 
foil of Ali, jiut to death by the Caliph Moavveia ; or, as others 
lay, poiloiied by Ayeiha, the widow of Mahomet, for oppofing 
lier intrigues. — 3d, Huflein, the fecond fon of Ali, killed at Ker- 
belai, in Eeiack Arab'i, in the war agalnft the Caliph Yezeed, 
fon of Moavveia: the death of which laft two perlbns gave rife 
to the annual mourning, obferved lb folemnly by the Perfians, and 
others of the fc6t of the Sheias. — 4th, Z.-iii al Abudeen, the 
fon of Huflein, put to death by Walid the Firfl, tiie fon of 
Abdul Meleck. — 5tl), Mahomed al Bawkir, the Ion of Ze-iii al 
Abudeen, put to death by order of Halhim, the Ion of Abdul 
Meleck. — 6tb, Jaafar al Sadick, the Ion ot Mahomed al Bawkir, 
put to death by order of Abu Jaafar Dowauikec. — 7th, Moula 
Kazim, the Ion of Jaafar al Sadick, put to death by order pi 
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Haroon Abba(i, at Bagdad.— 8th, All Ibn Moufa al Re7a, put 
to death by order of Almamoun Abbad. It was in honour of 
this Imaum that Shah Abbils built the famous mofque at Mcfched» 
and commanded his fubjefts to make pilgrimages thither, to pre- 
vent the carrying out the immcnfe fums of money expended 
annually by thofe who went to Mecca in Arabia; a very wife and 
politic ftroke, by which means he caufed Perfia to flourifh more 
in his reign than it had done for a long time before, or has ever 
iince. 9th, Mahomed al Tukec, the fon of Ali Ibn Reza, put 
to death by order of Ahnamoun Ablall. — loth, Ali al Nukce, 
the fon of Maliomed al Tukee, put to death at Samara, by order 
of Mokizim Abbafi. — ilth, Huflun Alkeri, the fon of Ali al 
Nukee, put to death by order of Mo^tizim Abbafi. — 12th, Ma- 
homed al Mahadi, the fon of Huflun Alkeri, who di (appeared in 
the reign of Moatemud Abbafi, and whom the Perlians cxpe( 3 : 
will be again vifible before the end of the world. lie has the 
title of Huzurut Saheb Zimaun, or Lord of Time, and is always 
mentioned by them with the higheft rei'peft. Thefe Twelve 
Imaums are dilallowed by the Turks, and others of the fc£l 
of Omar, who fiiy that excepting Ali, they were all juftly 
put to death for rebellious practices againfl: the governments 
under which they lived; but they are efteemed as liunts and 
martyrs by the Perlians, and the only true and lawful Caliphs, 
which they confirm in the recital of their Kelema, or creed, 
by adding the words, “ and Ali is the friend of God'," an 
cxprelTion which the Turks omit.- Matters of religion in Perfia, 
as before obferved, are managed by the Sheick al Sellaum, or 
the Head of the Faith, an office anfwering to that of Mufti 
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amongft the Turks.. He takes cognizance of all ccclefiaftical 
matters, and on public feftivals and other occafions preaches in the 
grand molque; but he has not, like the Mufti, any power in af- 
fairs of ftate, being entirely confined to his religious office. In point 
of drefs, the Perfians difter remarkably from the Turks ; for in 
Tuiky any perfbn who was not a Seiud, or defeenJant of the 
Propliet, wearing the leaft green upon his garment, would moft 
probably be floned : whereas in Perfia, the general and fiwourite 
colour is green, even to their fhoes ; and people of all perfuafions 
and denominations may wear it as they pleale. A Turk alfb 
thinks himfelf defiled by the touch of a Chriftian, even on his gar- 
ments. The Perfians, on the contrary, will eat out of the fiune 
plate, drink out. of the liime cup, and fmoke out of the fiime 
Calean, as readily as they would with their own children ; at leaft 
I have conftantly experienced this myfclf, during my refidence 
in Perfia, while living in a native family. The Perfians, in feme 
parts of their devotions, differ from the Turks, as they always 
pray with open hands j whereas thofc of the Turks are doled and 
placed before them ; ' the Perfians allb, in their ablutions, before 
prayer, wafh their fiices and beards with their right hand only, the 
other being referved for meaner occafions, and they only (lightly 
touch the fore and hind part of their feet; but the Turks wafh 
with both hands, and rub all over their feet. The Jaie Numa?:, 
or carpet on uhich they pray, is always endeavoured to be placed 
with the upper part cT it facing to the temple of Mecca, but 
toif. this they only guefs at. In religious opinions they are far 
1)““^ more tolerant than the Turks : they acknowledge the authority 
arks! T'eftament, which they fay were lent from 
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heaven, and delivered to Mofcs and Chrifl:, equally with their 
Koran ; only they affirm that the laft was given to purify and cor- 
re<n: the errors of the two former, which they pretend have been 
much corrupted from their original ftate, both by Jews and Chrif- 
tians. They acknowledge Jefus Chrift to have been a great prophet, 
but deny him to have been the Son of God, and the Saviour of 
Mankind ; and pretend that their prophet Mahomed is the laft or 
feal of the prophets, the number of which, they fay, amounts to 
one hundred and twenty five thoufand ; from which circumftance he 
is called Khatim al Ambeai, or, as I have explained, the Seal of the 
Prophets. In their opinion all nations are to be converted toMaho- 
medanifm on the day of judgement; and on that day the people of 
each faith flying to their particular prophet for protedfion, (hall by 
him be fereened and def tided from God’s wrath, through medi- 
ation, and finally become all of one faith, which is to be Mahomed- 
anifm. In like manner they apply many things to their own Iin- 
poftor, which only belong to our Saviour. 

The mode of living of the Perfians is in general as follows : 
they always ri(e at day-break, in order to perform their devotions. 
Their firft prayer is denominated Numaz Soobh, or the morning 
prayer; it faid before fun-rife, after which they eat a flight meal, 
called Nafhta, or breakfaft; this confifts of grapes, or any other 
fruits of the Icalbn, with a little bread, and chcefo made of goat’s 
milk ; they afterwards drink a cup of very ftrong coffee, without 
milk or fugar ; then the Calean or pipe is introduced. The Per- 
fians, from the higheft to the lowcft ranks, all finoke tobacco. 
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Their fecond hour of prayer is called Numaz Zohur, or mid- 
day prayer, and is always repeated when the fun declines from the 
meridian. Tlicir dinner, or Chalht, which is foon after this 
prayer, confifts of curds, bread, and fruits of various kinds ; ani- 
mal fcwd not being ufual at this meal. 

\ 

The third hour of prayer is called Numaz Afur, or the after- 
noon prayer, faid about four o’clock. 

The fourth hour of prayer is Numaz Sham, or evening-prayer, 
which is laid after fun- let ; when this is finilhed, the Perfians 
eat their principal meal, called Shikmi, or fupper. This gene- 
rally confifts of a Pilau, drefled with rich meat-fauces, and highly 
fcafoned with various fpices : Ibmetimes they eat Kibakb, or roaft 
meat. When the meal is ready, a Ibrvant brings notice thereof, 
and at the fame time prefents an ewer and water ; they then walh 
their hands, which is an invariable cuftom with the Perfians, both 
before and after eating : they eat very quick, conveying their 
food to their mouth with their fingers; the ufe of knives and 
forks being unknown in Perlia. Sherlicts of different forts are in- 
troduced, and tlie meal concludes with a delert of delicious fiuits. 
The fupper being finiflied, the family fit in a circle, and enter- 
tain eacli other by relating pleafant ftorles (of which they are ex- 
cefiivcly fond), and alfo by repeating paflages from the works 
of their moft favourite poets, and amuling themfelves at various 
kinds of games. The fifth and laft prayer is ftyled Numaz 
Akhir, the laft prayer ; or fbmetimes Numaz Slieb, or the night- 
pr.iyer, repeated about an hour after fupper. 
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The city of Sbirauz is divided into twelve diftrlfls, or neiib- 
hourhoods; over each of which one of their Imaum?, or Heids 
of Faith are believed to prefide, as a kind of gnanlian angel. 
Every ThurfJay night, which the Perfians call the night of Fri- 
day, the cryers and other dotneftics of the mofques make a Zikir, 
that is, a recital of the life and good affions of the Jniaum or 
Saint who prefides over the diftrlfts, by whole influence the 
inliabitants hope to obtain their wifhes, and be abfolved from tlicir 
(ins. The(e Imaums are alluded to by the Perfians in their con- 
verlations; they fwear by them, and invoke them on all occalions 
of diftiefs and adverfity, as well as return them thanks on any 
good fortune befalling them. — The mofques of the Imaum Zad is, 
or defeendants from the Imaums, (erve as fanftuaries for crimi- 
nals; but the mod fandfified place in Shirauz, and which no one 
ever violates, is the Shah Cheraug, of which I have made men- 
tion already, where the greatcll criminal can be protedlcd, if the 
inhabitants of the place (hould receive him. However, perlons 
offenfive to government are generally delivered up when de- 
manded. This laft- mentioned cuftom (eems to bear a (Irong 
analogy to the mode pradlKed in Roman Catholic countries, of 
the fandluary of a church, or monaftery Ikreening a criminal 
f om the punifliment of the law. 

Ori the i8th July, 1787, I accompanied Mr. Jones, (econd 
of the Englifla fiidtory at Buflbra, to the Perfian camp, where 
we were admitted to an audience of Jaafar Khan. On our arri- 
val in camp, at a little after ten, A. M. we were condudfed to 
the tent of the mluifter, Meerza Mahomed Hofiein, where vve (laid a 
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Gonfiderable time, and were entertained with a Calean and coffee, 
the ufual mode of treatment in Perfia to vifitors. The tent of 
the Meerza was a very handfome one, of an oblong form, with 
an open front, the infide lined with a fine chintz, and the walls 
of a curious open work; the floor was covered with a Perfian 
carpet, and with long felts, made at Ytzd, hut no cufhiotns, 
as the Pcrfians never ufe any in public, and very fcldom in private. 
At half an hour after twelve, an officer came to acquaint us that 
the Khan was ready to receive us, and defired us at the lame time 
to follow him ; we accordingly let out, and although the Khan’s 
tents were cxaftly in a parallel line with that of the minifler, yet, 
agreeably to the etiquette oblerved in Perfia, we were obliged to 
make a circuit of about thirty yards, in order to approach, through 
TiGounmght^ orfereenof canvas, painted red. On ourpaffing this 
fereen, the firfl: officer quitted us, and another immediately coming 
up, conduced us towards the tent, and at the fame time called 
out to the attendants furrounding, to open to the right and left, 
by which we had a full view of the Khan. Upon this the officer 
defired us to falutc, which we did by pulling off our caps after the 
Englllh falhion, bowing at the fame time. The Khan made a 
flight iuclinalion with his head, and wc were then condudled round 
the outfide of the tent, and entered at the back door. On our en- 
trance, the Khan made a Iccond inclination with his head, and de- 
fired us to fit down, which we did at about four yards diftance; 
though at a former interview Mr. Jones had, he was obliged to fit 
much further off. Tlie Khan leemed pleafed : he alked feveral 
queftions concerning Europe, the Engliffi, and their manners and 
cuftoms ; — exprefled his with that Mr. Jones had benefited by 
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the air of Shirauz, and aflured us both of his protedion whilft 
we fiaid there, and ordered his fecretary to make out a Firmaan, or ' 
order, for that purpole. — -After flaying a confidcrable time, we 
took leave in the fame manner as we entered. The tent of the 
Khan was a noble one, of an oblong form, and pitched with three 
poles, which were adorned at the top with gilt balls. The front 
is open in all weathers ; the infide was lined throughout with a 
beautiful clouded filk, and the ojien work much the fame as that 
of the minifler’s : the floor was covered with a rich carpet, and 
long felts. At the upper end of the tent fat Jaafar Khan, upon a 
large felt, bent double under him : oppolite to him flood Meerza 
Mahomed Hoflein, without the tent, and feveral other officers of 
the army. The Khan’s drefs differed not from that of the other 
great men; he wore an orange coloured Cuba^ or coat, made of 
fllk, and quilted, and had his Icimitar on. The Calean which 
he fmoked was of gold, beautifully filligreed, with a ruby in the 
Ser PooJ!}, or head. 

In the rear of the Khan’s tent, about the diflance of forty yards, 
was the Harara, or women’s apartments : thefe were completely 
walled in by fereens of red painted canvas, about twelve feet in 
height. The Khan has always a certain numberof women, whom 
he felcfls to accompany him when in camp ; and they have the 
fame number of attendants and accommodations as thofc within 
the palace. 
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O N Thurfday evening, the 3oiU of Auguft* I left Shirauz in 
company with Mr. Jones, for the purpole of vifitlng the 
ruins of the cckbiatcd palace cf Pcrlcpolis. We flcpt that night at 
3 garden without the city, and at 3 o’clock on Fiiday morning we 
let off: — at nine A. M. arrived at the village of Zarknn, lituated 
eight furfengs, of thirty-two EnglKh miles, from Shirauz : the road 
to this place is chiefly through a rocky, mountainous countiy ; — 
approaching, however, to Zaikan you meet with fome cultivated 
land. Zaikrn is a huge village under ll e gevernmtut of Shirauz, 
and is ruled by aCakntar, or chief maglftrate. From its vicinity to 
the mountain, the view of this place is very pleafing; the neigh- 
bourhood produces the large red grape. On the road we met with 
lome hundreds of wandering Curds, and Turkomans : they faid the 
name of their tribe was Ort, and that they were going towards 

Gurmalccr 


t 


TOUR FROM BENGAL TO PERSIA. 

Garmaieer, a place to the fouthward of Shirauz, in ordjr to fjiend 
the approiiching autumn and winter. Thele people lend a wandering 
life, having no Icttled place of abode, but move about with th.ir 
families, focksand her%s,in a manner fimilar tothe ancient Sc))thuns ; 
thtlr complexions were tlie fame as thofi of tlie gypfiesinr Euiope, 
fmi-b nntand tawney. — Saturday, September thq inovecJ at half 
p li twelve, A. M. — At five we crofl^ the Bund Ameer river, which 
Mfi N-ibuhr has laid down as the ancient Araxes ; over this river 
is a fto ic I'ridge, which t!ie natives call Pool Jvh^n. We pro- 
ceeded -on through the pliin, a!i<l at half after fix arrived at the 
riwu. This ft.ige i.? fi/e furl'engs : the roid lays entirely through 
the plain, which beginning a!>»ut five miles to tiye fouthward of 
Zarkan, is contiiuied quire up to Perlepolis^ wirrdi js fituated clofe 
under the mountains. OnrCafila ensaiTi|)ed. in a garden a mile and 
a half to tlie northward of the ruins, near the village of Merdadit, 
from whence the whole plain takes- its name. This- plain- is ex- 
ceedingly- delightful v, it abounds in game of feveral fprts, acnongfl 
which we difcoveicd partridges, wild pigeons, quails and 
hares. 

At nine, A. M. went to vlfit the ruins. What remains of the 
celebrated palace of Perfepolis, is fitaated on a rifing ground, aitd 
commands a view of the exteiifivc plain of Merdafht. The mountain > 
Rehumut encircles the palace in the form of an amphitheatre : you - 
afoend to the columns by a grand ftai-r-ca-fe of blue Rone, con- 
taining one hundred and four Reps. The firft objed: that ftrikes tlw- ' 
beholder on his entrance, are two pnrt^s of ftone ; I judge them 
to be about 5.0 feet in height each ; the- (ides -arc embeliifhed with ■ 
two iphinxes of an immenie lize, drefled out- with a profufion of* 
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bead-work, and, cofUrary tdthe ufual method, they are rep ’‘cCn ted 
Aanding. On the Tides- above are infcriptlons In aa aiuiait ch.uMc- 
ter, the meaning of which no one Intherto lias been able to d.:cy- 
pher. 

At a finall diftance from thefe portals, you afeend anotlr. r flight 
of Aeps, which lead to the grand hall of columns. The iid^ s of this 
llair-cale are ornamented with a variety of figures in baflo relievo ; 
inoA of them hav^ VlIT.Is in their hands : here and theie a camel 
appears and at other times a kind of triumplial car, made after the 
Roman fafliion ; bcfides thefe, aie Icveral led horfes, oxen and 
rams, that at times ii icivcnc and dlveilify the pioccflion. At the 
head of tlie Aair-cafe is another baflo relievo, reprefenting a lion 
feizing a bull ; and, clofc to this, are other inlcriptions in ancient 
charaders. Cn g' tring to the top of this flair-calc, you enter 
what was formerly a moil magnificent hall ; tlie natives have 
given this the name of CIkIiuI Min^r, or forty pillars, and the’ this 
name is often ufed to cxprels the whole of the building, it is moie 
paTiffcularly appropriated to this part of it. Although a vafl number 
of ng?3 have elapfcd fince the fuundaUon, fifteen of the columns yet 
remain entire; they arc fiom feventy to eighty Aet in height, and 
are mafleily pkcts of mafonry : tliclr pedcflals arc cuTioufly worked, 
and appear little injuied by the hand of time. 'I'lie Ihafis arc enfluted 
up to the top, and the capitals arc adorned with a profuficn of fret- 
work. 

From this hall you proceed along, caflward, until you arrive 
at the remains of a large Iquare building, to which }ou enter 
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through a door of granite. Moft of the doors and window? of this 
apartircnt arc fhll {landing ; they are of black marble, and po- 
lished like a mirror: on the lides of the doors, at tfie cnrrjiice, are 
bars-rdlcfs of two figures at full length ; they reprefent a man in 
the attitude of iVabbing a goat: with one hand he feizes hold of 
the aiiim.d by the horn, and thrulls a dagger into bis belly with 
the oth«-r; one of tine goat's feet rells upon the breaft of the man, 
and rile other uj:on his right arm. This device Is common throng! i- 
o.it the palace. Over another door of the lame apartnienr, is a 
reprefciitatlon of two rntu at full length; behind them ftands a 
tlomcftic, holding a fpread umbrella: they arc fupported by large 
round ftafls, appear to be in years, have long beards, and a pro- 
fufion of hair upon their heads. 

At the South- Wefl entrance of this apartment are two large 
pillars of Hone, upon which are carved four figures; they arc 
drelltd in long garments, and hohl in their hands fpears ten feet 
in length. At this entrance, allb, the remains of a ftair-calc of blue 
ftonc is fijll vilible, Vaft numbers of broken pkccs of pIlLirs, 
fhafrs, and capitals are fcattered over a coi)f:deiable extent of 
ground, fome of them of fucli enormous fixe, that it is wonder- 
ful to think how tliey could have been brought whole, and fet 
up together. Indeed, every remains of thefc noble ruins indicate 
their former grandeur and magnificence, truly worthy of being 
the refidence of a great and powerful monarch ; and, whilft view- 
ing them, the mind becomes imprefleJ with ati awful Iblemnity ! 

■ — When wx* confider the celebrity of this vaft: empire, once the 
patron of the arts and fciences, and the feat of a wife and flou- 

rifhing 



OBSERVATION^ MADE ON A 


rifhing government ; — when we reflect on the various changes 
revolutions it has undergone, at one period a field for the dating 
ambition of an Alexander, — ^at another for tlie enthudaflic valour 
of an Omar, \vc mufl: confequcntly feel the ftrongeft convidlion 
of the mutability of all human events! — Excliifivc of the antient 
antique infcriptions already mentioned, are others of a modcnr 
date, able to- be read", as well as Tome in the Syriack charafter ; the 
whole of which the celebrated. Mr. Neibulip has accurately copied* 
and publilhed. Bring deftitute myfelf of all materials neceffiry* 
for copying infcriptions, and at the fame rime ignorant of the 
rules of architetfture,- I Iiave refrained from entering it. to a difFu- 
five account, of this celebrated* palace.- What I- thought moft* 
worthy of notice, I have endeavoured^ to deferibe to the- heft 'of 
my abilities. 

Behind tire hall of pillars, and clofe under the mountarn>, is the; 
remains of a very large building of a quadrangular form *; this-mayt 
ckhcr have made part of the palace, or, not unlikely*, a detached- 
temple, as there is a confiderabic fpace of ground; filled 
earth* and mounds of faud, betwixt the two>; and ns it has within* 
fide fymbols amblematicaLof atpeligioue meaning. This building has- 
four principal entrances to -il^ two- from the North-Eaft, and two 
from the South-Weft. The.waUs are divided into feveral partitions, 
which are ornamented with* various pieces of fculpture, the moft 
common of which have the figure of a man at full length ; he Is 
fitting in a chair, with hit feeeTupported by a ftool ; behind the chair 
ftands a domeftic holding an: umbrella : the man has in his hand a 
round ftaft before him are twobranched.candlefticks, with candles 
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in them ; beyond thefe Is a little boy, and behind him is a woman 
with a goblet in her hand. Underneath this 6gure arc feveral others 
in long garments, fome of thefe are armed with bows and arrows, 
others with fpears, and all of them have caps, in the form of tur- 
rets, which w'c learn from ancient hiftorians was the mode of drefs 
oblerved by the Medes. — Over the doors of this building, which 
are twelve in number, arc bafs reliefs of a lion feiiing hold of a 
bull, fimilar to that obfcrvablc on the grand Hair-cale : the recefles 
in the walls are all lined with fine granite, and their fronts have 
handfome cornices of ftone. Befides the ufual figures, is a very 
extraordinary one, and is, I fuppofe, emblematical of the ancient rL 
ligion of the Perfians : it reprefents a man feated on a pillar, who 
holds in his hand a fnlall veflel ; he has a girdle twifted round the 
centre of his body, the two ends of which projeft a confidcrablc 
diftance beyond his cloths, and has much the appearance of wings ; 
heis drefled in long garments, with a cap turret form. Und«:rncath 
the figure are leveral lions ( a fymbol of empire amongfl the ancient 
Perfians) very well executed. 

BEiiiND'tliisruin, a confiderable way up the mountain Rehumur, 
to the north, is the remains of a curious place cut out of the rock, 
which had formerly an afeent to it by flops, but thefe being deftroy- 
ed by time, you are obliged to clamber up by the rock. As there 
is another building parallel to this, about the diftance of eight hun- 
dred yards to the fouth, I fh’all delcribe them both together, and 
add a few obfervations of what I conceive to have been their 
original defign. — They are lofty buildings of three fides, two of 
which are plain, and forty feet in height ; the third has feveral fine 
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Iculptures boldly executed ; in the centre is a pillar with the myflic 
figure already defcribed fitting at the top ; oppofitc to this ftands a 
man upon a pedtftal of three ftcps ; in his left hand lie holds a bow, 
his right is held up, pointing to the figure on the pillar. To the 
left is an altar of ftone two feet high, upon which fire i> burning, 
and a little on one fide is a large glolie fiifpended in the air, which 
has much the appearance of being intended tor the fun. Thefe fwo 
]aft-mentioned fymbok, we are informed, were confulered by the 
Perlian Magi as the two grand principles of their religion, as they 
adored the Omnipotent Creator of the univerle under thefe types, 
being each in their nature the pureft and freefl of corruption of 
all created things : it may, therefore, be prefumed they were intended 
to reprefent certain myfteries in the Magian faith. The man with 
the bow may pofiibly be defigned for a chief of the M igi ; or, to 
hazard a further fuppofition, the celebrated law-giver and jirophet; 
Zoroafler himfelf. However, this is only a fuggeftion, and I would 
not be thouglit to lay it down for a certainty. Every perfiin, on 
viewing thefe noble ruins, muft have different ideas arid* to him 
concerning them ; but as all traces of the original religion have 
long fince perifhed, together with their learning and language, the 
world muft remain in ignorance until the charafters on the walls 
can be decyphered, which, alone, can clear up the much-wifhed for 
afeertainment of the real date of the palace, its devices emblems, 
and its real founder. Some have given it their opinion, that thefe 
arc the tombs of the ancient kings of Perfia, and of this opinion 
are Mr. Le Bruyn, end Sir John Chardin. 


The 
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The modern natives call this place Mujilis Gcmfhcccl, or the 
arflembly of King Gemlheed, as they Gy that Prince ufcd to vifit 
the place, with the nobles and great men of his cojrf, in^ord.’!* to 
enjoy a delightful view of cho adjacent country, of which, indc:-d, 
there cannot be a finer prolpeft than from theitcc. 

Undernk AT ii the nbove-memioiud devices arc fmall openings, 
which lead to a fuhterraiicous paflage, cut out of the mountain; it 
is fix* feet in height, and four in breadth: the pdlagc leads a con- 
fiderable way into the rock, hut is quite dark after advaticing about 
thirty yards, and emits a mod: noiibmc damp fincll. The natives 
call this place tlic Cherk Ahriis, that is, the talilman, or dia- 
mond of fite : they affirm that at the end of the paflage is the 
Talifmnii, and that whoever arrives thither, and afks queflions of 
future events, will be anfwercd from within ; but they lay that no 
one has ever yet been able to penetrate to the extremity of the pal- 
Gge, being oppofi d by the Demons and Genii, whom they believe to 
dwell there; and fuperfticioufly iunghie, tint all lights taken in there 
will go out of thernfelves. Sir Jv)hn Chardin, nr*d Mr. Lc Bruyn, 
however, penetrated a confiderable way into this pafiage, rill, they 
relate, it ended In a path too narrow to admit further progrefs. As 
no account has hitherto appeared of thefe lubterraneous pafl.igcs, but 
what the fiiperftition of the natives have cholen to invent, it may 
not be deemed prefumptuous in giving a conjecture, that they were 
originally^ntcnded as places for concealed treafarc, a cuftoni tim: 
immemoiially oblerved, and to this day fubfilting amongft Eaftern 
Princes. Not having lights with us, neither Mr. Jones nor my- 
felf thought proper to explore the paflage. 


Dbcknd- 
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Descending to the foot of the mountain, to the fouth, you 
meet with the remniin of a fmall fquare building, which has 
leveral djors and windows flill ftanding, having carved figures on 
ihem ; but as tliefe are only vifible to the waift, downwards, It Is 
moft likely the fand from the mountains has choaked up the re- 
mainder : the figures are the fame with thofc in other parts of the 
palace. — A little to the weftward of this building, you afeend by 
a fione ftair-cale Into a magnificent court, of a quadrangular form. 
Several pedeftals of pillars, and the remains of two grand portals 
to the eaft, are ftill vifible : they are all of granite, and the cornices 
of the portals appear to have been very fiiperb ; they are of an 
oblong Hiape. On many of the broken pieces of the pillars are 
ancient iidcriptious. 

In fcveral parts of tl e f alacc are flonc aqiiedufts, made for the 
piirpofe of draining off the water th 't comes from the mountains : 
tliey are of blue ftone, cut under ground eight feet deep, and two 
and a hjilf in breadth. 

These venerable ruins have fufiered much by the ravages of 
time and weather ; but what ftill remains of them are as hard and 
durable as the rock itfrlf. Earthquakes, which are frequint in 
IVM'fia, have alio proved the means of throwing down many of the 
columns; and other wife injuring the apartments, and feveral of thole 
which have not been overturned by the violence of the (Ijpcks, have 
had their tops nearly removed off, and in this fituatlon remain. 
The fand, which is conftantly waflied down from the mountains by 
the rain, in the winter feaf ui, has choaked up numbers of places, 

and 



rain in the winter feafon has choakcd up nunihers of places, ami 
even covered the pedcAals of levefal pillars. 

The old inforiptions dilcernable on the walls, and other parts 
of the palace, may he reckoned among the greateft curiofitles, as 
they have never yet been decyphered, either in the Eaft or in Europe; 
and what is very extraotdinary, the moft learned and curious in the 
Oriental languages I ave been baffled in every attedapt made to learn 
their meaning: — like the hieroglyphicks of Egypt, they remain 
buried in an impenetrable myftery. Mr. Niebuhr has given all 
thefe inferiptions in his Iccond volume, moft elegantly and accurate- 
ly copied, which may pofflbly afflft the curious in their Attempts 
to elucidate them. It is one of the moft confiderable difficulties to 
folve w/ae« and by this palace was oiiginally. built. The 

Graecian hiftorians have given very iroperfetft and dubious accounts 
of ir, and the Perfians no lefs lo. — By the prefent natives, the place 
is calkd Tukht GemJ}}eeJ, or the throne of King Gemftieed ; whom 
they affirm built it betwieen three and four thoufand years ago : he 
is allb expreffly mentioned as having erected the Ckehul Mlnar^ or 
hall of forty pillars. It is related, in Graecian hiftory, tiiat Alexander 
the Great let fire to anddeftroyed this rich and I'plendid palace, infti- 
gated to it in a fit of debauchery by the celc.brated courtefan Thais. 
This clrcumftance, although it has the fauftion of hiftory, if one re- 
fit fts upon the appearance of what ftill remains of tliefe ruins, any 
perlbii on viewing them would fuppofe fuch an event impoffiblc to 
have taken place ; as, in their prelent ftatc, all the fire that could 
be applied would not make the fmalleft impreflion on thofe huge 
oaaftes of ftone, equal in point of durability and hardnefs to the 

A a fblid 



OBSERVATIONS M A D-E ON A 

Iblid rock ; and of fuch are the materials of tho whole building. 
Thefe fentimeuts arofe to me whilfe Oil the fpot, and my opinion 
was ftrengthened by the fulleft acquiefceiiwC of Mr. Jones, who 
thought, like myfclf,' it was abfurd to give credit to the idea of its 
l?aving been burnt by Alexander. 

Having met vvith a (hort accouiu of the building of this 
palace, in a Perfian manufeript, being part of a work called Rou- 
7ut al Sefa, or tlie Garden of Purity, I fhall here take the liber- 
ty of infer ting a tranflation. 

“ 7 / is related by Hijiorians^ that King GemJIjeed removed the 
“ feat of government ^ which was formerly in the province of 
SejeJiaunj to Fat s ; and that in the neighbourhood of Shlrauz, 
having taken in a fpot of ground^ of twelve furfengs In length, 
“ ( 48 Rnglifh miles) he there ereSlcd fuch a palace, that in the 
“ Jeven kingdoms of the world, there was nothing that could 
equal it T'he remains of that palace, and many of the pillars on 
“ //, are vi/ible to this day ; and he caufed the palace to be called 
Chehul Minar, or .Forty Pillars. Moreover, when the fun 
‘‘ quitting the fgn Pifees, in the heavens, and entered Aries, 
‘‘ Gcmfjced having ajfembled all the princes, nobles^ and great 
“ men of bis empire, at the foot of his imperial throne, did on 
“ that day irjiitute a grand and folemn fejllval ; and this day 
** from henceforth was called the Noo Roze, or Fnjl Day of the 
Mew Year, (wheri the foundation of Perfep'lis was laid) at 
which period he commanded, from all parts of the empire, the 
attendance of the peafants, hufhandmen, Joldiery, and others, 

in 
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in order to profecufe the difign\ requejling that all, with joyful 
“ hearts and willing hands, JlmUd lend their ajjijlance in complete 
“ ing this work, 7 his numerous ajfembly obeyed the command of 
their monarch, and the building was finified zvlth all figns of 
mirth and fe/livity^ 

It is further obferved, in the jehan Aia, n book of Pcrlian 
chr.onology, that Queen Momaic, who flourKIied about 800 years 
after Gemflieed, added a rhoufuid columns more to this palace. — 
Such arc the Perfian accounts, which are b:liaval by the prefent 
natives to be true ones ; but I fliould prefume, that until the 
ancient characters on the walls can be decyphered, no account of 
this place, cither Graecian, or Pcrlian, or any other, can be depend- 
ed upon as genuine or authentic, as they arc unqueftionably of 
an antiquity far beyond the records of any language now known 
in the world. 

It is to bo remarked, that In the figures,- throughout the whole 
of the palace, the rules of art are not attended to ; t!ie mufebs 
of the figures are wanting, yet the drapery is finJy done, and 
the proportions In general are well kept up, though the contour 
is only obferved, which gives a fmienefs to the wliolc. Sir John 
Chardin ohferves, that he thinks it is evident, whoever was the 
archlte£t of this ccdcbratcd palace, was ignorant of Greccian and of 
Roman archltedture ; and fuppofes, that the dcfcdls already men- 
tioned were occafioned by his being obliged to jinifli the work in 
a hurry, and by that means, the figures were Icfc In the impcrlbdl: 
Rate we find tUeni at preleat: but M”. Jones obferved to me, 

that 
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that he rather fuppofed it to have been the ne plus uHra of thofe 
daySy and remarked alio, that the ornamciits he h d ohlervcd in 
Sadick Khan’s pdace, at Shirauz, were in the lame ftyle as thole 
of Perlepolis, and that the architeflare of the prefeiit Perfians 
was limilar to that of antient times ; an oblervation by no means 
unworthy of attention. With rdpea to the figures on the ftair- 
cafe, I have before obfeived, that the variety of animals which 
appear, the camels, led horfes, the rams, the triumph.d car, and 
the men with veflels in their hands, all give room to fuppofe, the 
pomp of a procejfion is meant to be reprelented ; and I think the 
poll t ion may be corroborated by fome part of the tranflation afore 
inlerted. 

The materials of which the palace is compofeJ, arc chiefly 
hard blue ftone; but the doors and windows of the apartments 
are all of black marble, and fo beautifully polilhed, as to refleft 
an objeft like a mirror. ‘ One of the p.incipal things worthy of 
admiration, is the immenle ftrength of the foundation. 'I'he whole 
of the palace takes in a clrcufnfereace of 1400 fquare yards: — its 
front is 600 paces from North to South, and 390 from EafI: to 
Weft. Being built at the foot of a mountain, a great deal of it 
has been fmoothed with infinite labour, to make the ftones lay 
even. The height of the foundation, in front, is in feveral parts 
from forty to fifty feet, and confifts of two Immenfe ftones laid 
together: the fidcs are not fo high, and more unequal, owing to 
the vaft quantity of fand which has fallen from the mountain. 
It is much to be feared, that in the courfe of a few centuries, the 
earthquakes may totally deftroythe columns, and remaining apart- 
ments ; 
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rihents; but whatever may be their fate, the fouiidatioti rauft 
endure until the rock itfclf, on which it is built, lhall ceale to 
txift. 

I SHALL conclude with a few obfervations on the Hall of 
Pillars. 

This hall appears to have been detached from the reft of the 
palace, and to have had a communication with the otlier parts, by 
hollow galleries of ftone. By the pedeftals of the pillars, which 
I counted veiy exadlly, the hall Teems originally to have confift* 
ed of nine diftindt rows of columns, each containing fix; making 
confequently, in all, fifty-four ; the fifteen that remain, are from 
feventy to eighty feet in height; the diameter at the bale is 
twelve feet, and the diftance between each column twenty-two. 
By the pofition of the front pillars, the hall appears to have been 
open towards the plain ; but four of the pillars, facing the moun- 
tain, and which are at Ibme diftance from the reft, feem to have 
been intended for a portico, or entrance from the eaft ; they are 
allb of a different ftyle of architedture. The materials of the 
columns arc a mixed fort of red ftone, granular. 

The hall, fitualed on an eminence, and commanding an 
extenfivc view of the plain of Merd^lht, is ftrikingly grand, 
and conveys to the beholder the idea*of an Hall of Audience o{ a 
powerful and warlike monarch. 
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On Monday afterfioon, the -24 bf Septcmbsr, Mr. Jones and 
myfplf fet off to vifit the tomb of the cekbrated Pcrfian hero, 
Roftum (called by the natives. Nuk(hee Roftuni) ; it is fituated 
three miles arid a half to the liorth-eaft of Pt rkpolis : the place 
confifts of four diftindf chambers, excavated high in the roe'e. The 
devices, in the upper parts, are cxadlly the fame as thofe of Pci Te- 
polis, reprcfentiiig the myftick figure, with the altar of fire and the 
fun. Underneath the fculpture of the fecond ch.imlter, is a 
gigantic figure on horfebaek, cut in ftone, and very perfect ; he is 
completely armed and accoutred, and drefled fijincthlng after the 
Roman fafhion. On his helmet is a globe; two figures are before 
him, the one kneeling down in a fupplicating pofture, and the 
other is in the aft of taking hold of the horfeman's hand, as if to 
mitigate his wrath; the horfeman is looking ffetnly upon the 
figures, and the hand at liberty is applied to the hilt of his Avoid. 
On one fide of this figure is an infeription in ancient charac- 
ters, hut different from thofe on the walls of Pei fe] oils. Several 
attendants are in waiting behind the equeftrian figure, all of them as 
large as life ; but the proportions arc not at all adhered to in the 
firft fculpture, the man being twice the fize of the horfe on which, 
he rides. 

A MTTLE to the northward is another reprefentation. At the foot 
of the rock there are two figures completely armed; one of them is 
in the aftion of letting go ^ ring, which the other grafjis. The 
figure to the right has a globe on his helmet, and a I rge battle- 
axe in his hand : tliat tp the left has a domeftic behind him, holding 
an umbrella. Under their horfes are two human heads; and a 

little. 
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little on one fide nppear the heads of feveral figures, attendants ; 
moft of them have a broad fillet encircling their temples, and a 
profufion of hair flowing liofe. Sir John Chardin fiippofes, that 
this may be intended to reprefent the ailion of Alexander the 
Great, receiving the fiibmiflion of the Perfian monarch Daiius ; 
but as we are informed by Grecian hiftory, that Darius never 
faw Alexander, being murdered in his flight fliortly after the 
lofs-of the battle of Arbela, by his fervant BefiTus, fo I Ihould 
imagine the Perfians themfclves would hardly have tahen fuch 
pains to render the diflionour and ruin of their lawful king fo 
permanent and known to the latefl: poAeiity, in order to praife 
one who had utterly overturned their religion and th ir 1 uvs. 
Moreover, the woik itfelf laears not the leaft trace of having been 
the produ6tion of any Grecian artifls, as the Greeks at tlait jaeriod 
were arrived at the higheft pcrfi-dtion in the arts and Ici. iiccs, 
and liad fuch a thiog Ijccn don?, daritig the time of Alcxinder, 
he would moft certainly have made ufe of one of the many ccL- 
hiT.tcd artifts who followed hi ii into Afia ; but thcic figures arc 
•difpropoitionate, and cxecut>.d in a rude luaniur. Toh izud a liip- 
•pnfitiun of my own, I (hould rather conceive the a'oove device 
was a date prior to the Grecian conquefts of Pvrfia, and th.it it 
was intended to reprefent fume rtmi kable aiftion, in the life of 
the I'.ero Roftum,. (fro n whom the whole of the {lace takes its 
/rame), and that ic w'as cut to ]er{icta..te t’ne memory of it. 

Near the foot of th? rock is a fquare building, of blue ftone, 
tw’cnty fcct in hiight, by eight in l-ivadth; this place has Icvcral 
windows ; tlie i.<fid; is cmjrty, and there aie ihia.I Jiichts in dif- 

' ferent: 
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fcrent parts of the wall ; the natives affirm that the celebrated 
Rofttim was interred in this (pot ; but many travellers have fuppoled 
it to have been the tomb of Darius Hyftalpes, from a paflage of 
Herodotus, the Grecian hiftorian, amongft whom Sir John Chardin 
and Mr. Le Brune, are both of the latter opinion. 

In a part of the rock, to the eaftward, is a Iculpture of a figure 
on liorftback, the f.ice of which has been much mutilated, and is 
fcarce vifible ; enough, however, remains to perceive that the 
figure is that of a man — he has long flowing hair, and has a 
projedlon, refembling a horn, on the left fide of his forehead : 
the mtives call this figure, IJkundur Zu Jil Kerneen^ or Alexander 
Lord of the Horns, that is, of an empire extending from Eaft to 
Weft ; and they affirm, that it is pofitively intended for Alexan- 
der the Great. Horns we know were confidered by the ancients 
as emblems and lymbols of power and majefty, and from this we 
may conclude, without a contrariety to realbn, that the Pei fian 
idea of this figure is a juft one; as Alexander is always deferibed 
by the Grecian hiftorians, having a horn on his forehead, or 
rather a particular lock of bair^ refembling one ; and it is alfb 
oblerved on the coins and medals of that prince, which are ftill 
to be feen in the cabinets of the curious. Behind the figure on 
horfeback are fevcral others ; they are in armour, on foot, and' 
fecmingly attendants- on him. 

Having ftaid a fhort time at Nukihee Roftum, we returned to 
Shirauz. September 4th. 


The . 
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The firfl: ten days of the month Mohurram (being the firft 
of thcMahomedan year) areoblerved throughout Perfia as a folemn the Mo- 

^ ^ hurrum. 

mourning; it is called by the natives Deha^ or a fpace of ten 
days. During this period the Peifians and all the followers of Ali 
lament the dcath'cf Imaum Hoffein, the llcond fon of that pro- 
phet, who was flciin in the war againO: YezzceJ, the fon of 
Moawel:^ Caliph of tlie Muflulmans. Tliis event happened at a 
place called Keibelaie, which in Perfan Implies and misforiune. 

It is fituated iiiEcrack Arabi, the ancient Mefopotamla, between 
the cities of Cula and Medcena. — The particulars of the ftory are 
as follow :-^On the deatli of the Calipli Ali, who w'as affaffinateJ at 
Cufa, Moawiia, of thehoufeof Ommia, fucceeded to tbic Ca!i[/hat, 
which he had difput^d with Ali during his lifc-timc ; MoawtLi, 
dying fhortly after, was fucceeded by hiseklcft fon YezzeeJ. In the 
interval, the inhabitants of Cufa had lent a folctnn emb\flV to 
Hoik in at Mcdccna, req lefting him to come and take pofln'lion of Anno Hi 
the government, giving afliirance of their faithful fupport. Upon 
this aflurance, Hoikln determined to iet forwards at the f\mc time 
taking with him the whole of his family, (excepting his youngeft 
Ciaui:hter, who was at that time lick. He began his march to Cufa 
on the 8th of Zulhuj, accompanied by aconfidcralde body of troops : 
intelligence of this being carried to the Caliph Yezzecd, who was g,oryof 
then ac Damafeus, he fent orders to Ob. idollah, thegovernor of C ufa, UoU'in. 
toaflanblean aimy and tocrulh iluiiling lebcllion, by cutting olF 
Ilofleiii and bi.s followcr.s. Obcidoll.ih, in obedience to the com- 
mand of bis mafter, lent bis deputy Ibn S ai 1, with ten thouland men, 
giving him exprtls orders to intercept Ilofl-in in bis route. — 1 he 
army in conftquencc began their march, and Obtidollah remaining 
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in thfe city, took care, by feizing the heads of the faftlon, entirely' 
to quell the infurredion ; by which means, the Cufians perceiving 
the fituatlni of affairs, regardlcfs of the oaths and promifes they 
had made^ trencheroufly hft the unhappy and deluded prince to 
his fate ; for which behaviour they are enrfed by the Pcrfians and 
all tl 1C followers of Ali to this day. Hoffein with his army iiad 
not advanced far, before intelligence was brought him that the enemy* 
liad taken their ftation between him and the river Euphrates^ which 
lay in his intended route, by means of which he was entirely cut 
off from the water; an event of the moft diftrefling nature, in the 
fultry climate of Mefopotamia, where from the violence of the 
heat the weary traveller, even when fupplied with water, can fcatce- 
ly cxifl.' — Deprived of that neceflary article, how trying muft the 
fituation be ? Indeed this circumdauce was the primary caufe of 
all the misfortunes which befelhim; — his men, difheartened at the 
idea of perifhing with third:, forfook him in great numbers, de- 
felting fo very fad that in a few days his whole force was reduced 
to the iuconfidcrable number of leventy-two perfons, amongfl 
whom were fcveral of his own kindred, particulaily his brother 
Ablas Ali, his nephew Cafim, the fon of his brother Haflaii, 
his own fon Ztin al Abude-en, a youtli of twelve years of age, and 
his two infint children Akbar and Alkur ; of the females, were 
his daughter Sekeena, his fider Zeineb, and his aunt Koolfom. — In 
this fituation continual Ikirmifhcs and dlftrefles thickening upon 
him were finally terminated on the loth of Mohurrum, when 
Ibn Sciad advancing with his whole force, fuirounded this little 
troop, and they were cut to pieces, after fighting mod: defperately, 
Alker, Iloflciu’s infant fon, was killed by arrows in his father’s lap; 

and 
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and Hoflein himfclf, at length exhauftcd with fatigue, and 

under a multitude of wounds, fell. His head was immediately 
cut ofF, and the enemy’s troops, then rufhing into the tent, began 
a general plunder, and rook priloners the remaining fon of Hoflein, 
who was lick in bed, together with the females of the family al- 
ready nuntioned; bereaving them at the fame time of their orna- 
ments and jewels, and treating them in a mofl iiifulring manner. 
A few days after they were all conveyed to Damafeus, with the 
head of Hofllhn, to be prefented to the Caliph Yczzccd. I'he tra- 
dition goes, that at this period an Amhaflador from one of the 
European flates happened to ixfide at the Caliph’s court, who, on 
the arrival of the prifoners, was ftruck with compaffion at the 
mifeiable appearance they made, and afked Yezzeed who they 
were; the Caliph replied, that they were of the family of the pro- 
phet Mahomed, and that the head was the head of llofllin the 
fbn of AH, whom he had caufed to be put to death for his rebel-, 
lioii ; whereupon the Ambaflador rofe up, and reviled the Calijih 
very bitterly for thus treating the fimily of his own prophet. Tlic 
haughty Yezzeed, enraged at the affront, ordered the Ambaflador 
to go himfelf and bring him the head of Zein al Abudeen, on pain 
of immediate death; this, however, the Ambaflador flatly refuted; 
and, as the Perfians believe, embracing the head of Hoflein, turned 
MufTulman ; on which he was immediately put to death by the 
command of Yezzeed. 

All thele various events are reprelented by the Perfians during 
the firft tea days of Mohurrum. On the 27th of the fucceediug 
month of Zulhuj, they ere£l the Alumbirs on the pulpits in the 
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moiques, the infides of which are on this occafioa lined with black 
cloth. On the ift of Mohurriim theAkhunds, andPeifli Numazz's 
(or Mahomedan p I fts) mount the pulpits, and begin \vhnt is de- 
nominated by the Perfians, al IVakaa^ or a recital of the life and 
adlions of Ali, and his fons Hufliin and Hoffiin ; dolbribing at the 
fame ti ne the circuinft tnccs attending the melancholy fate of the 
Iinautn Hoflein : the recital is mule in a flow, foletnn tone of 
voice, and is really nfFcbling to hear, b/mg wiitten with all the 
path -tic elegance the Pcrfiati language is capable of exprefling. At 
intervals the p. opFe ftrike their breafts with violence, weeping 
bitterly at the lame time, and exclaiming, ahHofl'in! ah Hofl' in ! 
IJiij az IhJJcin! Alas for Hoflein ! — Other parts of tlieWal.aa arc 
in verfe, vvliich are fung in cadence to a doleful tune. Each clay 
feme particular aflion of the flory is reprefenteJ by people felec- 
ted for the purpolc of perfonating^ thofe concerned in it ; effigies 
alfo are brought out and carried in proceflion through the dilTc.ent 
neighbouihoocls, amongfl: thefe they have one reprefenting the ri- 
ver Euphrates, which they call ylbi Ferat, Troops of boys and 
young men, Ibtne perfonaring the foldiers of Ibn Saad, others that 
of Hoflein and his company, rwn about the ftreets, beating and 
Ikirmifhlng with each otlicr, and each have their refpeffive banners 
and enfigns of diflinflion. Another pageant reprcfcnts the Caliph 
Yezzeed feated on a magnificent throne, lurrounded by guards; 
and by his fide is placed the European Ambaflador afore mentioiuJ. 

Among the mod affbling reprefentntions, is the marriage of 
young Cafim, the fon of Huflun, and nephew of Hoflein, with 
his daughter; but this was never confummated, as Cafun was klil- 

ed 
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-led ia a ikirmifh on the banks of the Euphrates, on the 7th of 
Mohurrum. On this occafion, a boy reprefents the bride, decorat- 
ed in her wedding garments, and attended by the females of the 
•family chanting a mournful elegy, in which is related the circum- 
ftance of her betrothed hulband being cut off by infidels— (for 
flich is the terra by which the Sheias Ipeak of the Sunnies). 
The parting between her and her hulband is allb reprefented, when 
on his going to the field flic takes an affeftionate leave of him ; 
and, on his quitting her, prefetits him with a burial veft, which (he 
puts round his neck : at this fight the people break out into the 
moft palfionate exclamations of grief and diftrefs, and execrate the 
mofl bitter curies upon Yezzecd, and all thole who had any concern 
in deftrqying the family of their Imaum. 

The lacred pigeons, which are affirmed by thePerfians to have 
carried the news of Hoflein’s death from Kerbelai to Medeena, 
(having firll dipped their beaks in his blood as a confirmation) are 
allb brought forth on this occafion. The horles on which Hofiein 
and his brother Abbks are fuppoled to have rode, are Ihewn to the 
people, painted as covered with wounds, and fluck full of arrows. — 
During thefe various procelfions much injury is often fuflained, as 
the Perfians are all frantic even to enthufiafm, and they believe 
uniformly that the Ibuls of thofe ilain during the Mohurrum will 
infallibly go that inftant into Paradije ; this, added to their frenzy, 
which for the time it lafts is fuch as I never faw exceeded by any 
people, makes them defpile and even court death. Many there are 
who inflifl: voluntary wounds on themlelves, and Ibme who almoft 
entirely abflaiu from water during thele ten days, in memory of, 
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and as afuffcrance for,, wliat tlieir linauna fviffcrcd from the want of 
that article ; and all people abftain from ttie bath, and even from 
changing tKcir cloths duriiig the continuance of the Mohurrtnn^ 
On the I otli day, the coffins of thofe (lain in the battle are brought 
forth, ftained with blood, on wliich fcimitars and turbands, adorned 
witli heron’s feathers, are laid : — thcie are folemnly interred, after 
which the priefts again mount the pulpits ami read the Wakaa. The 
whole is concluded with- curfcs and imprecations on the Caliph 
Yezzeed, The. Perfians affirm this to be a martyrdom, and 
throughout the whole of the recital Hoflcin is diftinguifficd by 
the appellation of Shehced, or the martyr. They add, that he alfo 
knew of, and voluntarily fuffi-red it as an expiation for the lins of 
all who believe in A li, and conlequcutly that all who lament the 
death of theirlniaum, ffiallfind favouratthe day of judgement : they 
further aflert^ that if Hoflein had thought proper to make ufe of 
the powers of his Imaumllup, the whole world could not have 
hurt him, but that he chofc to luffer a voluntary death, that hi:' 
followers might reap the benefit of it in a future ftate : whence 
ariles the. belief atnong the Pcrliairs, that at the day of judgement 
Fatima, thb wife of Ali, and mother of the two Imaums Hufllin 
and Hoflein,- will prefent hcrlelf before the throne of God, with 
the levered head of Hoflein in one hand, and the heart of HufluH' 
(who was poifoned) in the other, demanding ablblution In their 
name for tlte fins of the followers of Ali ; and they doubt not but 
God will grant their requeft.— I had thefo particulars from a re- 
ligious Perfian, and as they are not generally known to Europeans, 

I have taken the liberty of inferting thena. — ^The death of the 
Imaum Hufliin (wlio Avas poifoned by Ayelha the widow of Ma- 
homed 
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liomcdatMedcena), is lamented by the followers of All on the aStli 
of the month Sefr, being the day which he died, but it is not kept 
with fo great folemnity as thofe of Mohurrum ; although Huflun is 
mentioned during that period. Many perfoiis have confounded 
thefe together, and erroneoufly fuppofe the D^ha of Mohurrum to 
be equally for both; bat I was particularly inqulfitive on tliis head, 
and was affured by fevcnl perfons that the dlftitiflion between the 
two .was very confiderablc. — On the iith ot Oftooer 1787, I 
fet off from Shirauz on my return to India: as 1 caTie down bv 
the fune route as I went, I fhall only mention the different Ihigcs, 
with a few flight obfervations, which, by reafon of my illnel's, I 
was before unable to attend to.— 1 2th and palled the villages 
of Khooa Ziueoon, and Defterjun; .. 1 4th wc arrived at Kazeroon. 

Kazeroon, by its remains, appears formerly to have been a 
city of confiderablc iK)tc, and in lize little interior to Shirauz; it 
is fituatediu the centre of an extcufive plain, lurrouiidcd by high 
mountains; there is a fine lake, about four miles call: of the city. 
In the vicinity of Kazeroon, great quantities of opium are pro- 
duced, but the Perfians do not make this very valuable commo- 
dity an article of trade; I Ihould imagine they did in former 
times, as the opium of Kazeroon is much spoken of in the Eafl:. 
The city, excepting a mofque, and the governor’s palace and gar- 
dens, has nothing remarkable in it. — 15th, i6th, and 17th, we 
remained at Kazeroon. — i8th, we arrived at Comarige. — As I 
have not before particularly deferibed the mode of travelling in 
Perfia, it may, perhaps, be acceptable in this place : — A Cajila 
is compofed of camels, horfes, and mules, the whole of which 
are under the direftion of a Cheharwa Dar> or Mafter : it is to • 
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Iiim the price of a mole or camel is paid/ and he ftipulates with 
the traveller to feed and tike care of the. bead: during the journey; 
he has under him leveral inferior'; fcrvants, who help to unload 
the beafts of burden, take thomuo water, and attend them during 
forage. The Cafila, wJiilft onr the journey, keeps as dole as pofli- 
ble, and on. its arrival-at the' A/««5s// Gah, or place of encamp- 
ment for the day, each< Joad is depodted on a particular fpot, 
marked ^out. by the .mafter,. to which the merchant who owns the 
filing repairs; his baggage, forms a crefeent, in the centre are 

Perfi,!. placed the bedding and provilions ; a rope or line made of hair is 
then drawn round the whole, at the diftance of about three yards 
each way, which ferves to diftinguifli the feparate encampments. 
During the night, the beafts arc all brought to their ftations, 
oppofitc to the goods they are to carry in the morning, and are 
made faft to the hair rope aforementioned. At the hour of mov- 
ing, which is generally between three or four in the morning, 
they load the mules and camels; in doing this the paflengers are 
awakened by the jingling of the bells tied round the necks of 
the beafts, in order to prevent their ftraggling during the march. 
A paflage from Hafiz may probably be not unacceptable to the 
reader, in tliis place, as . it lerves to illuftrate the cuftom above 
defcribed. 


The bell proclaims aloud, bind on your bur dent ! 

ODES OF HAFIZ. 


When 
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When every thing is ready, the ChcharwaJar oiders thofe 
neareft the road to advance, and the whole move off In regular 
{licccffion, in the fame order ns the preceding day, — 19th, 20th, 

2 x 0 ', and 2 2d, we pafled the villages of Khl/ht, Dowlakle, 
Berazgoon, and Chekaduk. — On the 23d, we arrived at Abu 
Shehr, where I met with a moft polite and hofpitable reception 
from Mr. Charles Watkins, the Compnn}^’s refidcnt at that place. 

On the 2 2d of December I embarked on board the Scorj)ion 
Cruifer, Captain Jervis, for Buflibra, who very politely made me 
the offer of a p illage — 2 4rh, in the evening, palled the Buflbra 
Bar, and on the 28th came to anchor oppofitc the town. 

The citv of Buflbra is fituated at the extrcnilty of the Perfian BufTora 
Gulph, In latitude 31'’ 30" North, on the banks of a frelh water 
river, called the Shat al A mb, which is a brnncli of the Eu- 
phrates ; that river uniting with it about fifty miles to the N. W. 
of Buflbra. The city is a very large one, but indifierently fortified t 
a mud w^all encircles the town, having baftions and turrets nllb of 
mud; it havl formerly a w^et fofle, this is now dried up in many 
parts. Buflbra, aotvvithftaiuling thele diladvantnges, h:ld our. 
upwards of eight months when befieged by the Perfians in 1777: 
it was evacuated at the end of the enfuing year, occafioned hy tlie 
death of Kerim Khan, Vakeel of Pcrfia. Although theC/reat 
Defart extends to the very walls of the city, the banks of tb^ 
river on each fide are exceedingly fertile and pleafint ; they pro- 
duce corn, pulfe, rice, and leveral European fruits : but that 
which moft adds both to the plcafint fituation and profit of the 

E e place. 
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place, is the da'c tree ; bv the culth alien and pro luce of this tree, 
a conilderable revenue arifes to the Turhifh government. The 
vicin.ty of BuliVa abounds in gain'*, p.ancularly hares, p,ir- 
trid’t:., and the wild hog, whoiL flefli is of a delicious 
flavour. The modern Buflbra i ; fourteen days journey (by cou- 
rier^) from Aleppo. There is a very grand inofque in Buflbra, 
and alfo a convent of Italian mifliouarics. The city is at prel'cnt 
under the government of tlie Turks, and the rcfidence of a Muflcl- 
Icin, appointetl by the Bafha of Bagdad, under whom he adVs. 

The following are the particulars of a revolution that took place 
about eight moi ths ago. 


REFO LUriON AT BUSSORA. 

In the middle of April 1787, Sheick Twiny, an indep-ndant 
Buf- Arabian chief of the tribe of Montifeeks, (whole country is litua- 
ted to the Eaftward of Buflbra on the Gmnd Defarr) arrived at the 
village of Zubcer, on his return from an expedition he had undertaken 
againfl his enemies, in which he was fuccefsful ; the MulTl Hem or 
Turkifh governor came out from the city to meet and congratuhste 
him on the occafion. The Sheick of the Montifeeks had long had it 
in his mind to obtain pofleflion of Buflora, which he laid claim to, 
and confidered as the right of his family ; deeming the prelent, 
therefore, a moft favorable opportunity, he without further ceremo- 
ny made the Turkilh governor, and thofe who accompanied him, 
prilbners, which was effected without bloodlhed, and before the 

Turks 
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Turks could entertain the lead fufoiclon of his intention j. Tlie fol- 
lowing day the Shtick fent into the city a body of fiiULii hundred 
Arabs, who took polLliion of the Serai, or govciiior’.-. palace, and 
every thing without oppolition, there being luit few 7'uiks in the 
place, and not more than two hundred tioops iii all ; the place was 
prelerved in its ufual order, and the property of individuals re- 
mained fafe. On the third day the Shclck 'fwiny made his 
entry, accompanied by the remainder of his army, bLing aLout fve 
thoufand men. The Arab government iinincdiately commenced^ 

The commanders of the Turkifh fhips in the liver weredr pofd, 
and ArabliUis appointed in their room ; and i\i(ji\]y after, the 
Muflclliiii, with the council, the Dufter D.ir, or treal arer, an 1 the 
principal officers under the Turkiih government, were cinLMrked cn 
board (hip, and failed for India. Thcle fleps being t :kfn, the 
Sheick began to prepare himfelf for the confequences that might 
enfue, and firft: he wrote letters to Conilantinopjc, excufing what lie 
had done, by alledging and endeavouring to i n vr, tliat BiiUbra had 
originally belonged to his own proper anceftors, and that as a free 
and independant chief of a tribe, he had undoubted right to obraiii 
what was his due ; but he further obfcrveci, that in order the Porte 
might perceive how anxious he was to lutb matters amicably, and if 
poffible procure peace, he had on this occafion forborne the vidfor’s 
right, and had hitherto held untouched botli the } ei f ais as well as 
the property of individuals, whom the laws of wdi* gave him a pow- 
er over; that order and juftice were as rightfully admiiddcred as be- 
fore. He finally concluded his letters with profcfl;o:i3 of allegimcc 
to the Porte, on condition of his btinir nominated to the Balhahck 
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of Rngclacl aiul Bnflora united in one, and hoped the Sidtaiui would 
lend a favojrablc ear Co a ivqucH: fo juft ly made. 

TiiEfE letters he difpatehed to Conftantinople, and at th * fame 
lime providing for the worft chat might occur, he augmented his army; 
after which, afltmhling the Jews, Armertians and other merrhants 
(d’Kuflora, he ree^uefted from them the fum of fix thoufand Tomans 
asa loan, for which he informed them a bond fhould he given. The 
merchants, though averfi to a propofil foextrnordinary in its nature, 
fiom the poficfl'or of Buftora, \et had nootluT relourcc tlian corn- 
I'.liance It ft theiu ; and it was lomc confolaiion to them to refletft, tliat 
the Sheick had given them hopes of re-payment at a future petiod ; 
and to do him jufticc, there was every probable reafi^^n to fi^ppofe^ 
in caf(3 of fiiccefs, he would have d(;nc fo ; the fum propofed 
was raifed, and the boi^ds dtdivored. Shortly after, Sheick Twiny 
quitted the city, and marched his army to the village of Naranta 
on tlie banks of the Euphrates, in the dlrcft road to Bagdad, where 
lie encamped, and refolved to await the coming of the Baftia, and 
I ilk his fortune on the ifiue of a pitched battle. 

It will now be nccciTirv to obferve, tliat at the furniifinc of 
Biifibra before rnetitioned, the cldcft brother of Sheick Twiny had 
deferred his ennp, atxl fltd to Sollmnn, the Balha of Bagdad, 
claiming* his proteflion. This perfon, whole name is Sheick 
Aluimud, (for chiefs of families amongft the Arabs have always 
the rlpptllatuc of Sheick j had been fet afide from the fucceflion at 
the death of tl^clr father, which ever after gave him a dilguft to- 
wards his brotlier, and he eagerly longed for an opportunity to 

emancipate 
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emancipate hiinfelf, and acquire a party of his own*., this was of- 
fered him on the preient bccafion, he was recdvcti by the Bafiiaw 
with open arms, and the ftrongeft afllirances of fupport and pio- 
teAion were giveu him. — Soli'man, on receiving ihteUigence of the 
revolution, aflemhkd his army, and the more to ftrengtheu Iiis pat- 
ty, hereiblved to leek the alliance of an Arabian tribe bordering on Thelta 
Bufibra to the South Weft. This tribe, (whole chief is called an 
Shcick Chaubi) from their vicinity to the city, have it in their sVelck 
power to become either very ufeful or very troublelbme neighbours, 
their country extending along the banks of the river below the town, 
and they alfo pofleffing a contlderable fleet of armed gallivats ; to 
this tribe Shcick Twiny.had previoufly made an offer of alliance, 
but they demanding what be. thought too much, as the reward of 
friendlliip at this critical jiindtu re, he unwifely relinquifhed the idea, 
which his mo?^' politic.adYerljtry, the Balhaw, took advantage of, 
and a treaty Igtf alliat yet ati'd friendllrip' was lettled between them. 

The Bafhavv-oii this q^can^vwqs, liberal in thf donation of two 
diftri€ls of latid, whfcK'^lie to the Chaubi. 

During the i^ot-y^. of thole preparatiotis, the ktters lent by 
Twiny had arrivediat tHe;^rte:-7irthey remained unanfwered to him, 
but a politive order'.was difpatch’Bd t9 the Balhaw of Bagdad to fold 
the head of Twiny jto Conftantinople^ thq, Porte making no other 
obfervation on the |riatter, but difdaining to treat with the chief, of 

a petty Arabian tril^i 
/ 

•S' j - 

The Balhaw bei^now full;;^ prepared, I’ict forward in the begin- 
ning of October 1787. bh-thb^ajd inftanf, he came up with the 

F f Arabs, 



O 133 E R V A T I O N S MADE ON A 


Ai aLs, and on the a 5th the T urks gained a co.nplcte victory over the 

' * Shclck and his adherents* The a6l:Ion was tbiig^ht on the banks of 

nfciiis ^ , 7 . • 

» the Enpliiates : the conflict v^as bloody, and for lo ne time doubtful, 

hed . , 

, Luc at length the Arabs giving way, a total rout enfued, and 
Shcick Twiny was obliged to fly fioitj the fitld of battle, attended 
by a few iollowirs. 

T ui'- 

jro- 

ncr.t 

:J. Bussora, by thrs vidtory, once more fell into the hands of the 
Tuik.?, and the re-eilablilhment of the Turkilh government bc- 
carne the neceflary coLifcquence. Though every thing at prcfnit 
is quiet, and the troubles are terminated, ytt the trade of the place 
has fuflcied greatly thereby,* and it will take {bine time to reftorc 


Tiik unfortunate merchants, on this occafion, befides lofing 
wlvat they had lent to Sheick Tvviny, were obliged to deprecate 
tlic anger of ihc Bifliaw by a new fine, who alfo gave orders foi 
double duties to be cxadlcd on all goods for that year ; and this, as 
i!ie Shtick had before received the lib', fell very heavy upon them. 
The Balhaw, after eftablifhlng a new Mufellim, returned to Bagdad. 
ShcLk Twiny has lately lent fubmiflivc letters ; but the Bdhaw 
has confirined Shcick Ahumud in the chieffliip of the Montifeeks,. 
and is refolved to maintain him in it. 

Buflbra, Feb. ift, 1788. 

On the 12th of February, 1788, I embarked on board the 
brig Futta Illahi, Captain Nimmo, on my return to India. I cannot, 
how'cver, quit the Pcrlian Gulph, without making my acknow- 
ledge- 
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ledgements to Meflis. Manefty and Jones, of the Buflbra fiiifory, 
who did every thing in their power to render my fhoit ftay with 
them agreeable. After touching at Mulcat, Cocheen, anclM.iluIipaf- 
nam, on the 2zd of April we arrived in Ballalbre roads ; and 
on the 25th anchored off Calcutta, after an ablence of two years 
and two months. 

Forfan et hac OUm memenijfe juvabit ! 


TRANSACTIONS 
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TRANSACTIONS IN PERSIA, 

FROM THE DEATH OP 

N J D 1 R SHAH, 

TO THE YEAR 1788 . 


O N the death of Nadir Shah, in the year 1747, his nephew 
Adil Shah fucceeded to the government, and a great part of 
Shah, the army acknowledged him. Adil Shah had one brother named 
Ibrahim, whofe views al'piring to the throne, he determined to em- 
brace .the firft opportunity that flrould offer of forwarding his pre- 
tenfions : accordingly, having gained over to his fide fbme of the 
chiefs of his brother’s army, and at the fame timealfba confiderable 
body of troops, who declared for him, he threw off the ma(k, and 
openly avowed his claim. After various encounters and alternate 
fuccefles on either fide, Ibrahim at length got his brother into his 
pofleffion by treachery, and immediately ordered his eyes to be put 
out, (a cruel though common cuftom in the Perfian fyftetn of 
politics). Shortly after he was put to death, and Ibrahim caufed 
himfelf to be proclauiiiM ;KLing by the title of Ibrahim Shall. 


It 
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It is here neccflky to obfcrve, that Nadir Shah at his death had 
left two grandfons, Shah Rokh Shah, and Reza Kouli Mcerza. 

Thefe prlnce.3 Were ablent at the time of their grandfather’s death, 
and thereby were excluded from the government l)y the ufurpation of 
Adil. Shah Rokh Shah, the tided, who had been appointed gover- 
nor of the city of Melched Ionic time before the death of Nadir, 
on receiving intelligence of this event, and the ufurpation of Adil, 
immediately determimd on forming a party for himfrlf In Mefched, 
vW’hicli he ealily ntecbcd, ns he was much beloved by the inliabi- 
tants. 11 0 kept lilmlclt in puice and tranquility duritig the conteds 
between the brothers, until Ibrahcem Shah having got the better, 
fliortly after raifed a great army, and came clown upon Shah Rokh 
Shah, whom he defeated in a pitched battle, which was fouglit in shahR 
the vicinity of the city of Mclchcd, in w’hich he took prifoner the 
unfortunate Shah, and put out his eyes. He was then condinSbed 
to a prifon in Mcfclicd, under a ftrong guard ; that place having fub- 
mitted after the battle. 

Shah Rokh Siiaii had two fbns, NufTir Ullah Meerza, and 
Nadir Meerza ; the former of wliom, on the news of his fuher’s 
captivity, took up arms, and aflembling a confiderable body of 
troops, marched them inftantly to befu ge ibraheem Shah, at that 
time in the caftlc of Tibs, a ftrong fortrefs, lituated on the con- 
fines of Khorafan, and deemed impregnable. Here Ibraheem 
Shah came out to meet him ; but Nufiir Ullah Meerza, having by 
dint of prefents corrupted the principal ofliv U's and part of the 
troops of ibraheem’s army, the reft foon dclerted him, and the 
^unfortunate Ibrahim being left almoft alone, was ftiortly after 
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llizccl md put to death, by the command of Nuffir Ullah Meerza ; 

a juft reward for the like cruelty which he had inflifted upon his 
b; other Adil. 

The rnpidity with which revolutions are brought about in fo 
extenfive an cirplrc as Perfia, is uftonilhing. In lefs than two 
years from tlic dv:atli of Nadir, two princes were put to death, 
and a third deprived of ligiit, and thefe nut by foreign invaders, 

I ut all of them coniicfled with each other by the moft lacrcu ties 
of confanguinity ; a brother was the deftroyer of a brother, and 
a nephew the flayer of liis uncle. Indeed, the whole chain of 
traiiiadlions fince the death of Nadir, wdio was an ufurper, pre- 
fents nothing to the view but a Ici ils of moft unnatural crimes, 
fhockij)g to humanity! the 'ties of kindred torn afunder, and 
princes wading to the throne, through the blood of their neareft 
relations ; — :they themlelves, fl'.ortly after falling a prey to the 
fame crimes. In fhorr, it feems, that Providence had determined 
to punlfti this unhappy country, for the general wickednefs and 
licentioufnefs of its inhabitants. 

But to proceed. — On the news of the death of Ibiahccm Sliah, 
the inhabitants of Mefched returned to their allegiance, took Siiah 
Rokh from his prifon, and again placed iiim at the head of affairs, 
although deprived of fight ; a very uncommon circumftance, and 
dcfcriptive of the difordered ftatc of the times ; as by an exprefs 
and very antlent law, no perfbn deprived of fight could fit on 
the tlirone of Perfu. This, however, was overlooked, and Shall 
Rokh Shall again began to tafte the fweets of government ; but 

he: 
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lie being advanced in years, became alarmed at the fuccefs and 
rifing fortunes of his Ion Nuflir Ullah Meerza, and rcfolving to 
lay a plan for his ruin, began by endeavouring to gain over to his 
views a nobleman of the name of Moumin Khan, the principal 
favourite and ininifter of Nuflir Ullah Meerza : lie promiled him, 
if he would forge a letter in the name and leal of Rooftum Khan, 
a dependant on Nullir Ullali Mcerza^ and commanding in his 
name on the northern frontiers, informing him that the Afgh ais 
Wire in full march to Melched, and requelling him to liaften 
thither for the defe/ice of tlie place, that in cafe the plan fucceedecl, 
and Ly that me. ns he could get NuUir Ullah Meerza into his 
power, lie would for tliele Icrvices hilfow on him one of his 
daughters in marriage, and make him a preient of the fimous 
jewel of Nadir Sha!i, called Dereau Nour*, which was in his 
pofledion, and a hundred thoiifand roomauns in ready money. 

Moumin Kiian, unmindful of tlie many favours he had received 
from his mailer, trcacheroufly entered into the views of Shah 
Rokh SI ah, and having received the money and the Jewel, wrote 
a letter in the (lyle whicli Shah Rock Shah had diclated, forged 
the feal of Rooftum Khan, and employed one of liis own crea- 
tures, on whom he could depend, to deliver it in the characlcrof a 
courier juft arrived. Nuffir Ullah Meerza, on pcrulal of the letter, 
fiat for Moumim Khan, and putting it into his hands, alked his ad- 
vice in the prefont exigency. He trcacheroufly replied, that as it 

* This celebrated jewel has lately been carried out of Pcrfia, by feme Armc- 
man merchants, and fold to the Emprefs of Iluflia for eighty thoufand pounds. 
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appeared from tlie letter, the Afghans were on their march to be- 
iiege Mcfched, the lofs of which place at this j.unfturc would be 

great prejudice to his affairs, and vchich ccitiiiily would l:c tho 
cafe if they got there before he could throw himfelf Into it, and as 
his prcfcnce would infpirc the garrifbn with courage, he, Mt)umin 
Khan, gave It as his advice that the bcA thing his maAer could do 
in the prefent fituatloii would be to quit his army, (it being {up- 
poled they were unable to reach Mefched before the aulval <.>f 
the Afghins,) leaving orders to follow him a"> fpccJily as pohil'K*, 
and that he fhoukl, with four or five hunhed of hi^ bocly-guard, 
ride poA to Mefched inAantly, taking along with him whatever 
of his treafures was of the inoA value, and calieA removable, 
(for an an Immeufc plimdar had been made on the furiMider of 
Tibs on the death of Jbrnhceiii Shah) ; and that liaving thrown 
himfelf into Mefched before the arrival of the enemy, he ihould 
he able to counterafl their defigns by die vigour of his endea- 
vours, which could not be done by his father, who was deprived 
of fight. 

The infatuated prince, deeming this council to fprlng fiom a 
breaA entirely devoted to his fcrvicc, and bound to Iiim by every 
tie of gratitude and honour, yielded to his advice, and accordingly 
fet out for Mefched inAantly, in the manner which had been 
concerted between himlelf and his fiivourite ; hut he had not left 
his camp above a few leagues, when feme of Ills men .informed 
him that from an eminence diey perceived his late camp in j^>hlaze, 
(for it was enght when he departed,) and plainly heard the'tjvnms 
jaiid other inArumeiits of war (bunding throughout the camp: 

Nuffir 
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■Nufllr Uli:ih Meer/.a, xipon this, began to fnfpecV that he was 
bctra\ccl Iiv Mouinin Khan, which was really the calc ; for that 
crafty niiniftcr, on the departure of his maflcr, had aliembled 
the piiuripal oHicers of the army, whom he had before brought 
into his views, and who had corrupted a great part of the troop? 
by their ad.viee lie was declared King, and the royal title or Khuti>a 
was then leading in Ids name in the camn. Thefe revolutions wore 
too common t:o caule any fnrprlie lu the nniiy ; thus this m.in had 
pcrpcti.U^d (lonble crime, hrft in dcceivlr^g hl'^ mslT'r Nuliir 
Ullali MIrza, and fccondly Shah Rokh Shah, ot who n li.* liad re- 
ceived llie wagus of treachery ; but his perfidy loon meet with its 
dufervud j)’!);iih'nent, he heing fome time after afiiilinarcd by his 
own troops* 

Nussir Ullati Mrerza, defpalring of recovering wbat he had 
loft, purfued hh jouriR^y to Mefthed ; and on his anlval there, Jii-5 
fears were confirmed, when he perceived the whole ftory of th*c 
Afghans Inid bern a falfehood in order to deceive him ; hot time 
was not given him to prevent it, for by his father’s ord ts, lie 
was foized on entering the city, and fent into clob' conlinerneiit, 
and* all the treafurcs lie had brought with him were carried to 
Shall Rokli Shah. 

Shah Rokh Shah did not long enjoy tlic finlts of this con- 
du£l ; for fhortly after tlie tranfaftlon above related, Ahumud Shah, 
a brave and aftive prince, the Ion of Timur Shah, who reigned In 
Cabul Candahar, and otlier parts of tlie confines bjtween InJia 
and Perfia, taking advantage of tlic troubles of Perlia, came di'vm 
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to Mefched with an army of fifty thoufand men, and laid clofe 
liege to the place. It lafted upwards of eight months, during 
which various enterprlzes took place. Among the mod: remark- 
able, Ahumud Shah undertook to reduce the caftle of Tibc»; t!ic 
caufe of this vs^as occalioned by the following revolutijii : 

Ali MerdanKhan Bukhteari, a nobleman of good family, 
and a very brave and experienced officer, wdio had been trained under 
Nadir Shah, had been fixed la the government of Tibs by Naffir Ullah 
Mecr/a, and had, upon Ahumud Shah’s firft coming into the coun- 
try, delivered over that fortrels to him, for which lervice he was 
continued in his government ; but loon after, finding himfclf in 
great favour with the garrifon, he was animated by the prevailing 
ambition of the times, and Ibught like others to attain the higheft 
ftacion : accordingly, by the advice of his brother, whom he had 
brought over to his views, and by a liberal donation to the garri- 
Ibn, heealily prevailed upon them to determine in his favour. The 
Khntba, or royal title, was read in his own name in the grand 
mofejue, and he was clicarfully acknowledged, as well by the gar- 
rllon, as by all the adjoining country dependant upon the fortrefs. 

Intet.ligence of tills event being conveyed to Ahumud Shah, 
he inftantly detached tw^enty .thoaland of his army, under the 
command of one of Iris Sirdars, to beliege the caftlc of Tibs, 
where the gallant Ali Merdan Khan was (lain by a mulket-ffiot, 
as he was walking on the ramparts encouraging his men. On 
his death, the place furrendered. His head was cut off, and lent 
to tlic camp of Ahumud Shah, before Mefched, which caufed 
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great rejoicings ; and at length, after a ficge of upwards of eight 
months, the guards of one of the gates having been gained over by 
treachery, Ahumud Shah and his army got pofleflion of the city. 

It may naturally be fuppofed that a chronological and accu- 
rate account of ihcfc various and rapid revolutions is very difficult 
to be obtained. The confufion which prevailed througli the whole 
country, from the death of Nadir, until the lettlcment of Kerim 
Klran, pivvaitcd all attempts of literature, arts, and fclences. No 
written account of th.cm has ever been given, and what I have 
related above is C(diecled fio.n many converlations lield at dliforent 
times with Periian officers, who were prefent in thole revolutions. 
As no kind of narrative has hitherto appeared, cither in India or 
In Europe, of thele events, I truft that it will be a fufficient 
apology for thefe }>aoes, however imperfect. During the tlnrty 
years of Kerim Khan\^ adminiftration, tlu')ic arts which had been 
deftroyed l)y the tumults and revolutions of preceding times, be- 
gan to revive, and would probably again have attained Ibme 
degree of p:rfe£\iotj, had not the event c;f his death, and the 
troubles which luccccded, thrown all things into their former 
anarchy and ci^ntuiioii. During the life of this prince, a native ot 
Shirauz, wrote a kind of hiftc^ry of his own times, but Kerim 
Khan, though liberal and migniilcent in other relpccls, did not 
think the author worthy of any particular encoiiragemenr, and 
only ordered him lomc trifling ]nclent as a reward for his perfor- 
mance; the man, dllcouraged, withdrew to Ifpahan, and has never 
been pi'evaikd upen^ to give his work to the world. He has lelifted 
repealed and tlie moll prcffiug intreaties of his intimate friends to 
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nner giv'e up the mauvifcripr, but there are no hopes that it will be 
to procurable before his death, a circumflaiice much to be regretted ; 
as I was informed by feveral perf^ns at Shirauz, who knew him? 
and liave feen his work, tliat it is a inoft accurate and f.iit'ifal liif- 
tory. No other perlbn lias fiiicc attempted any account of the kind. 

Between tlie takln^^ of Mcfched bv ^hnmud Sliah, until the 

ms " * ’ 

fettlement of the kingdom by Kerim Khan, I have not been able 
to colleft any kind of account to be depciukd upon. During this 
interval, the whole empire of Perfia was in aims, and rent by 
commotions ; different parties in different provinces (ff" the kingdom 
ftruggling for power, and eacli endeavouring to render himfejf in- 
dependent of the other, torrents : of blood were (hed, and the 
moff (hocking crimes were committed with impanitv. Future tra- 
I vcllers into Perfia will find tliat theie accounts aic neither exa2:2fe- 

the rated or painted in too high colours : the whole face of the coun- 

nent , . , 

Slim try, from Goombrooii to Ruflia, will prefcat to their view thoii- 
fands of Inftances of tlie truth of it. The pidure is melancholy, 
but juft. 

From the accounts I have been able to colleift, the feries of 
pretenders to the throne of Perfia, from the death of Nadir Shah 
until the final eftablifliment of Kerim Khan’s government, is as 
follows . 

ift, Adil shah. — 2d, Ibraheem Shah. — 3d, Sliah Rokli Shah. 
— 4th, Suleeman Shah. — 5th, Ifmaecl Shah. — 6tn, A/al Khan 
Afghiin— 7th, Hoflua Khan Kejar. — 8 th, Ali Merdan Khan 

Bukh- 
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Bukhteari. — pth, Kerim Khan Zuiid. — Their reigns, or more 
properly, the length of time they refpedtivcly governed with tlieir 
party, were as follows: Adil Sliuh, nine months; Ihralieem Shah, 
fix mouths; Shah Rokh Shah, after a variety of revolutions, at 
length regained the city of IMefched, he is now alive and above 
fourfeore years of age, reigning in Khorafan, under the direftion 
of his Ion NiiflirUllah Meerza. Sulceman Shah, and llinail Sliah, 
in about forty days were both cut oil, almofl as loon as they w.:re 
elevated. Aziid Khan Afghan, one of Kerim Khan’s moft formidable 
rivals and competitor, was lubdued by him, Inought prifoner to 
Shirauz, and died there a natural death. — Ilullun Khan Kijar, 
another of Kerim Khan’s competitors, was behegiiig Shiianz, 
when his army fuddenly mutinied and dclerted him ; the mutiny 
was attributed to their want of pay — ; a party lent by Kerim 
Khan took him prifoner, — his head was iiiftantly cut off. 
and prefented to Kerim Khan, — his family were brought captives 
to Shirauz — they were well treated, andhad their lilicity given them 
foon after, under an obligation not to quit the city. The fiue of 
Ali Merdau Khan Bukhteaii has been related before. Kerim Khan 
Zund was a moft favorite officer of Nadir Shah, and at the time of 
his death was in the fouthern provinces. Shirauz and other places had 
declared for him. He found means at lalT:, alter vaiious encounters, 
with doubtful fuccefs, compLtely to fubdueall his rivals, and finally 
to eftablilh himfelf as ruler of all Peilia. He was ia power about 
thirty years, the latter part of which he governed Pciiia under the 
appellation of Vakeel or regent ; for he never would receive the 
title of Shah. He made Shirauz the chief city of his refideiice, in 
gratitude for the affiftance he had received from its inhabitants, 
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and thofe of the fouthern provinces. He died iu the year 1779^ 
regretted by all his fubjefls, who efteem^d and honoured him as the 
glory of Peril a. 

If ever Prit'ce defer ved the name of great, Kerim Khan may 
Well lay claim to that title, as his a^lloiis prove to this day. 
^er This amiable Prince, after he was fully eftablilhcd in the govern- 

:rim ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

mclU, and the troubles had ftibfided, applied his whole time and 
attention to the cmbeilllhmerit and improvement of his favourite 
city of Shirauz, and to the introduftion of order and good govern- 
ment in every part of his dominions. He built feveral noble palaces 
ublic about Slurauz, repaired mofques, and other religious build- 

ings : — be caufed the roads and highways in the neighbourhood of 
the city to be made elegant and convenient, and many ruined Cara- 
vanferals to be lebuilr, and made fuitablc for the reception of mer- 
, chants and* travellers in different parts of Perfia. During his whole 
olice. reign, 1 have been informed by feveral natives of Shirauz, that 
by Ills excellent police and management, there was not a fingle tu- 
mult or riot produfliive of bloodfhed. Although rigorous in the 
adminiftration of jufticc, where real crimes demanded it, he was 
the moft: averfe to fevcrc punifhment, when any other alternative 
could polUbly be found. Thefe are moft lingular circumftances in fo 
defpotic a government as that of Perfia, wlicre every tyrant had been 
accuftomed to ftain his hands in blood, without either provocation or 
controui. Kerim Khan gained the throne by conqueft, in thofe 
troublelbme and tumultuous times, and eftablilhed during his reign, 
by natural (kill and abilities, an uniform courfe of juftice, modera- 
tion and clemency. The bleflingshe conferred on his people, arc 

ftill 
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illll deeply imprclLd on the minds of many now living; and their 
value is now infinitely augmented, from the mortifying refledlion 
on the cruelties and opprefiions exercifed by his fucccflbrs, during 
the various revoliuions which have followed. 

In his deportment he was liberal and m agnificent : the many His lib 
'buildings which were began and finilhed durii^g his time, were ex- kbidne 
preffly iindj^rtaken by him, for the purnole of fuj^porting a niim- 
ber of induftrious hands, who were without employ. Tins mode of 
condufl would refled; honour on the moll humane and civilized 
Princes. 

He was merciful even to a fault, and he pafled over unnoticed 
feveral attempts made againft his life, although ilrongly urged to 
punhh by his friends and courtiers. 

In his perfon he was well adapted to the fatisrues of war, and Hispei 
^ . . . . 
the duties of a c.imp life. He performed fcveral celebrated adions, licsinv 

during the reign of Nadir .Shah. No man in Perlia could wield 

the lance with more ftrength and grace, or ride with greater ad- 

drefs than Kerim Khan : he always fought at the head of his troops, 

a very uncommon circumftance in Pcrfia, where the chief generally 

views the adion from a dlft<ince. 

It is very extraordinary, that a prince fo calculated to govern His ilK 
an exteiifive empire, and keep in obedience the various tempers and 
dilpofitions of his i'ubjcds, was tota lly uncuhlvated in his mind, 
and {o illiterate, that he could neither read nor write. His con- 

dud, 
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du£t, \inder fuch dilad vantages, merits the highcfl: pralfe. His adiver 
fpirit, and the knowledge he had gained of mankind, made up for 
the deficiencies of education and learning ; the arts were, liowevcr, 
encouraged and proteded under him, and wc re beginning to rife in- 
to reputation, when his death put an end to the flattering prol'ped, 
and darknefs fucceeded to the faint glimmering of liglit ! — What- 
ever his religious principles may have be?n, he was by no means a 
;ra- bigot to them ; men of all perfuafions lived immolefled under his 
per- government : his outward bchavdour was devout and pious. He built 
the magnificent mofque before deferibed, adjoining to Iiis palace, 
and allowed ample f»lanes for the malntainance of the attendants 
belonging to it. He alfo, in the courfe of his reign, diflrlbuted con- 
fidcrable fums of money for charitable purpofes, which eftablifhed 
his charader as a religious Prince. 

To ftrangers and Europeans in particular, he was remarkably 
Ku- and never fuffered any of them to depart without marks of 

his bounty and generous fpirit. He valued money only as far as he 
could turn it to proper ufes. Avarice and covetoufnefs he aborrred ; 
and the merchants of Shirauz univerfiliy admit, that in no reign the 
duties paid to the Sovereign were fo fmall as thofe in the days of 
Kerim Khan. 

cou- He encouraged and proteded trade with his utmoft favour, wife- 
ic. Jy knowing that by fuch means he would increafe the wealth of 
his kingdom. His juft and vigorous government at home, was re- 
fpefted by foreign powers. The haughty and imperious court of 
Conftantinople, feat Ambafladors to Kerim Khan, acknowledging 

his 
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his right and defiring his alliance ; this, however, was a political 
meafure, in fending ambafladors to him whom they deemed an 
ufurper, and was owing to the fear which they entertained for their 
city of Buflbra, as Kerim Khan had fliewn early an inclination to P®^***^ 
attack it. He afterwards did fb with fuccefs, but it proved the caufe 
of much difqiiiet to himfelf, and was the origin of many fubfcqueiit 
misfortunes to Periia, the flower of his army having been cut oft' 
before that place ^A. D. 1778). 

Ambassadors from the famous Hydcr Ali came to the court 
of Kerim Klinn with rich prefents, and exprefled a defire of an 
amicable alliance; the princes of other parts of India, and the 
Mahratta tribes alfo acknowledged his right and power. With 
fuel) a prince on the throne, and in full peace, it was impoflible 
that the Perfian nation fhould not rife into fame; and had Kerim f 

fians ii 

Kliaif s life been prolonged, it would probably have become forml- <*0 

^ ° come f< 

dable, and might have affiflcd greatly in humbling the power of 
the Porte (on the fide of Ruflia) ; but his death threw all into Uvea, 
confufion, and it will take many years to revive in Perfia the 
fplendour, dignity and juft adminlftratlon of the reign of Kerim 
Khan. This event happened in the year i 779, in the eightieth 
year of his age, to the inexpreffible grief and regret of his fub- 
jc£ls in general, and of the city of Shirauz in particular, the 
inhabitants of which never mention him without bleffings and 
prayers; and when they talk of his adtions, fhed tears of gratis 
(tude to his memory. 



OBSERVATIONS MADE ON A 


?xIy acc vjDt of the tranl'ifUons mid revolutions in Perfia, from 
the ckath of Kcri n kbui until the prefeiit time, (being a period 
of nine yuiis) is colleded chiefly from the officers of the army, 
and ctheis ulio \vcre concerned in them, and are now living at 
Sliirauz. 
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When the death of Kerim Khnn was announced in the city, 
much coiifulion aro!*e: two nnd twenty of the principal officers of 
the army, men of high rank and family, took pofleffion of the 
nrk, or citad*.!, with a refolution to acknowledge Abul Futtah 
Khan (the eldcft fon of the late Vakeel) as their fovereign, and 
to defend him agalnfl all other pretenders ; whereupon Zikea Khan, 
a relation of the late Vakeel by the mother’s fide, who was pof- 
fefled of immenle wealtli, cnlilleil a great part of the army into 
his pay, by giving tliem very confiJcrable bonnti.s. Zikea Klnn 
was of the tribe of Zund, (or the Lnckdi.ws) a man remarkably 
proud, cruel, and unrelenting, as will be feen. Having afletnblcd 
a large body of troops, he imtnedlatcly marched them to the 
citadel, and laid dole liege to it for the fpace of three diys, at 
the expiration of which, finding he could not take it by force, he 
had recourfe to treachery; to each of the prliuipal Khans he fent 
a written paper, by which he fworc upon the Koran, that if they 
would come out, and fubmit to him, not a hair of their heads 
fhould be touched, and that they fhould have their eftlels fecured 
to them: — upon this, a confultation was held by them, and it ap- 
pearing that they could not fubfifl: many days longer, they agreed 
to furrender themfelves, firmly relying on the promills that had 
been made them ; Zikea Kliaii, in the mean time, gave private 

orders^ 
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orders for the Khans to be fclzcd, and brought feparately before 
him, as they came out of the citadel: his orders were flri^lly 
obeyed, and tliefe deluded men were all maffacred in his prefence ; 
he was leated the whole time, feafting his eyes on the cruel fpedla* 
cle. The manner of their execution was very lingular, and cha- 
rafteriftic of the fangulnary dlfpofitlon of the tyrant: — five or fix 
Pchlwauns, or wreftlers, being ftripp^d naked to the waift, were 
armed with feimitars; each of them lucceffively lingled out a vic- 
tim,, and cut him to pieces; their bodies were thrown into the 
fquare before the palace. The following circurnftance happened 
during this execution, and was told to me by a perfon who affured 
me he was an eyc-vvitiiefs of it ; one of Zikea Khaif s fddiers, 
(a Turcoman Tartar) after the execution was over, ftepped for* 
ward, and dipping his hands in the blood which flowed on every 
fide, conveyed a handful of it to his mouth and drank it off ; at 
the fame time bermcaring bis beard with It, he exclaimed, 
SAuiur LilliiheCj or Praife be to God ! 

The adherents of thefe unfortunate men were fpared, and In- 
corporated with Zikea Khan’s troops. Such fevere and unheard of 
iiilhnccs of cruelty had the eiFe<5l of deterring others from any im- 
mediate attempt to obtain the government, and for feme time 
things were quiet at Sbirauz. The effects of the unhappy men who 
had been malficred were all conveyed to the tyrant’s treafury, and 
every peifon in the city the Icaft fufpefted, fell an inftant viftim to 
the fufplcions of Zikea Khan ; the young Prince Abul Futtah 
Khan was put into clofe confinement, but lufFercd neither the 
lofs of life or fight. 
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Ali Murad Khan, nnother kinfmaa of the deceafed Vakeel, 
was at tliis time in the city, and in high favour ^^ith Zikea Khan : 
though he fccretly dctcfted that tyrant, hevvasfhortly after appointed 
H. kim, or governor of the city of Ifpahnn, and fciit up thitlur. 
Ali Murad Klian was no fooncr arrived, than he began to form 
plans for his own advancement ; and the better to cover his de- 
figns, he declared his Intentions were to refeue the young Prince 
Abul Fuitah Khan from the hands of Zikea Khan, and to place him 
at the head of the government. Accordingly, finding the troops and 
the inhabitants of Ifpahan fiwourably inclined towards him, he col- 
Ic^Ld a large army, publicly threw ofl'his ohcdivii ;c to Zikea Khan, 
and aknowlcdged the fovereignty of Ahul Futtali Khan, the elder 
fon of his deceafed mafter and kinfman Kciini Khan. 

Zikea Khan, hearing of this revolt, iiiAantly .ifK^mhlcd his 
arnay and quitted Shirauz, taking along with him every pcrfoii 
whom he fafpciTlcd might be capable of railing any dhlurbance 
during his abfence : amongft thefe was Abul Futtah Khan, and 
other flatc prifoners ; he left liis fon Akbar Khan, (a man of equal 
cruelty with liimfclf) in the appointment of Beglcrbcg, of Fars, and 
governor of Shirauz. He firft marched his army to Yezdekhaft, a 
place about fix days^iourney tothe northward of Shirauz, on the high 
road to Ifpahan; here death put an end to his ambition. The 
particulars of his death were related to me by a perlbu who, being 
at tliattimc In the camp, was an cye*witnefs of it. 

Zikea Khan, Immediately on his arrival at Yezdekhaft, fent 
word to the inhabitants of that place, that he expeded they would 

deliver 
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ckliv’cr up to Iii.n the fain of three thoufaiid wliich had 

htm carried froi.u Sbirauz at the time of Kerim Khan’s death: this 
< # 

money li.’.d been pr vioufly f-iit to Ali Murad Khan, the Hik.i,n of 
Iljiahan The in'.i.ilitants of Ye/xLkhaft f-nt word back t’'.:it th<-v 
had it not, and u-.r. Ig:io;ant what had become of it. — Not fatisfied 
with thij anfwer, lic o chred eighteen of the prineij)al people of the 
place to be brought before him : when they appeared, he again cl;- 
niandcd to know what t'ry liad ckati witli the three thouland 
'I'orr.ans ; the i.ihabmuitj ftill pleaded ignoiance, bat in vain ; the 
ciu^l tvrant o.’dercd all of them to be thrown down the preeipi^e 
which hings over the fortrefa of Yezdekliaft : tlie feiitcnce was im- 
mediately cxecutctl, and they were all cruflied to atoms. Still un- 
f iiialed w'ith blood, atid irritated by his difippoint tieut, thus monfter 
gave orders for a Seiud to be brought before him (this high cift 
claim their defeent from Mahomed), a man univerfally refp.dbcd 
for his jiicty and exemplary life; Zikea Khui, on his ani-al in 
the prefcncc, put the litmc qutflion to him he had done before 
to the eighteen principal inhalitants, and ekmancLdof Id n where 
the three thoufind Tomans were c.)ncealed, and charged him 
with hwing cmbezelcd a part of them : in vain the Seiud pleaded 
his imioccnce and ignoiance; Zikea Khan, with a favage fury, 
firft ordered him to be lipped up, and thrown over the precipice, 
•which was inftantly obeyed, and then commanded the wife and 
d.nighter of the unhappy man, to be given up to the brutal luft 
of the foldiery ; but they fortu.iately were more merciful than tb.e 
inaftcr wliom they lerved, and being flruck with indignation at 
this cru 1 infult, on a religious man, who from his delccnt uas 
deemed a facred cliarafier even amotigfl: the ir.cfl lieenti rar, they 

L 1 wera.. 
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they were fired with impatience to tiJ thcmfcives of fneh a fircri- 
Kjfious moiifter. Zikea Khan, after the above horrible feenc, gave 
a Tp'-cial commilfion to Maliadi Khan, his principal f.n ouvire, to al- 
l.mbL- a liodv of workmen to rave the fortrels of Ye/,(Lkh.ift, and 
CV’, rv bo dL- in it even to the ground ; this bufinefs was im nedia,rely 
b !;ui!, l:!!t th ■ mcafarc of the tyrant’s iniquity was full ; he did not 
live to (ec his inliuinaii order completed. Seventy of the Gholaums 
(o; a body guard) having entered into a lefolution todeftroy him, 
waited the a]>proach of night to put tlwlr defign into execution : 
accordingly about nine o’clock in the evening they drew near the 
tyi ant’s tent in a body, where they perccivxd him fitting, with 
his pifiols and a drawn Iclmitar by his fide (he never went without 
t'ltle aittrs ), '1 he fight of the tyrant (o much daunted fome of them, 
tliat out of the feventy only feven had courage fiifficient to 
rpprfiach him ; thefe feven, without the fmalleft hefitation, cut the 
ropes of his tent with their fcimltars, which falling in and entang- 
ling: him lo as to prevent him making ufe of his arms, the other 
iiiin immediately rulhed in; his body was then cut into a 
thoufand pieces, and fcattered over the encampment by the enraged 
I’oldiery, 

Thus perifhed the InlmmanZlkcaKbun. His death was by far 
too h-nknt for his crimes; he was one of the moft relcntlefs and 
bloody tyrants that ever afBided the kingdom of Perfia : he had 
not a iingle good quality to couuterb-alance his vices, and it was 
happy for ilu country to be delivered from fuch a monftcr of 
cruelty. 


Upoi 
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Ufok the death of Zikea Khan, Abul Futtah Klnn, v^’lio was 
at the time in the camp, was proclaimed Kin^ hy the unaiiimous 
voice of the troops, whom he immedhtely led hack to Siilraiu: 
on his arrival, he was acknowledged as fovercign Lv all ranks of 
people, and took quiet pofleffion of the government. All Murad 
Khan, hciiing ot this revolution, fent his fubniillions to the 3 'oung 
prince, pccomp-nnicd by a very hatidfome pehlaeufh, (or pr^-dent) 
for which, in return, he was continued In the ^lovenuncnt of Ii:u* 
ban, and rcniiuicJ in very higli favour. 

Mahomed Sadick Kftan, only brother of the late Kerim 
Khan, who had daring tliat prince’s life filled the liigh oifiee of 
13eglerbeg of Pars, and had been appointed guardian of his fon 
Abul Futtah Khan, was at this period governor of the city of 
Buflbra, which had been taken by the Periians, previous to the 
Vakeel’s death; upon hearing the news of his brother’s deccale, 
he became ambitious of reigning alone, and from that iuftant 
formed fchcines for the deftrudVion of his nephew^; but as it was 
neceflary for him to be on the fj)Ot for the adv.ii^c^imnt of his 
view's, he determined to withdraw tl\e Perfiin garrlloii from Buf- 
foiM, who were all devoted to his intcreft ; accordingly he evacu- 
ated that place, and marched immediately for Shiiau/.. 

The news of Sadick Khan’s approach threw tiic inhal ltants of 
Sliirauz into the greateif coufteuiation: tluir nfmds were vail )uny 
agitated on tlie occafion : lomc, tioin his known public cliuaCde-*, 
ex|Kvlcd he would honcftly fulfil the commands of Ifi^ deceskd 
biother; others, who had I'Cvii wiinefs to the confufion of former 

times, 
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tancs, o!i fimilar oocafions, rightly imagined that he would fet ap' 
for hnnfclf; livi'ed tliis proved to be the c.ife: for having en^ 
tcred Shiraiiz, a very fe.v clays after, he caiifed Ahul Futtah Khan 
t j be ftlzed, clcprlv. d of fight, and put into clofe confiueraent. 
iiiis did an unbounded ambition, and luft of power, prevail over 
miL.j- <^f honour, confanguinity and gialliudc. The fate of this 

was truly melancholy; endowed by nature with ta- 
- Icnts ne^eflary to form an accomplifhel piincc, he was of too 
mild a difpofitlon fo'r the cuibuknt tiin s in \vhich he lived : hu- 
inane, juff, and generous, he was tlu delight of all who fawhim, 
and died niilverfilly regretted, after lingeiing for the fpnee of two 
years in a mifcrable prifoti, overwhelm xl with grief and vexation. 
It will be an everlafting reproach on the inhabitants of Shirauz, 
who had received from his father benefits fuperior to thofc of any 
city in Perfia, that they had not gratitude fuffi:ient tom\ke one 
^.ck ^ fpirited efibrt in favour of his unhappy fon. The only excufe thnt 
Is the can be allvdged for them, is their terror at the remembrance of 
Vt. tlic executions of ZikeaKhan, which having fteelcd their breads 
againfl: all emotions of pity and generofity, by the dread of like 
punlflimcnts, tlicy beheld the captivity and death of their prince itiu 
filent fonw. 

After this event, Sadick Khan openly affumed the government^ 

|n Mu- As foon as the Intelligence reached Ali Murad Khan, who was at 
I'Kiwia. Jjpahan, that lord inftantly rebelled. Deeming himfelf to have an 
equal riglit to the government w^ith Saclick Khan, as in fa6t he had, 
he Could ill brook the thought of being obedient to him, and openly 

declared 
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declared hinifdf a competitor for the empire, Perfia wasi by this 
means again involved in all the horrors of a civil war. 

Am Mltrad Khan after fome time affcmbled his army, which 
con!iiicd of aborit twtivethoufand men,, and led It dlreft to Shirau/. 
lie laid fiege to that capital ; however, as he had no artillery with his 
army, the place being dvfcncl.d by a mod: excellent fofs and a 
paiapct wall, and having plenty of provifions, he found the fuge 
inrgh more diihcnlt than lieexpcfled. Thinjrs continued In tin’s 
fituatbn for upwards of clglit months, at the expiration of which, 
All Alurad Klran found means to corrupt one of the guards of the 
city g'-tes, c.iik'dtlicBagfbah, which faces to the (!)uth\vard (it is the 
gate ncarc (1 to the citadel), w hich being opened to biin, he fent a cho- 
fen body of troops into tiic city, under the command of Akbar Khan, 
the l()ii of Zicca KIkui, who had been with him ever fincc his 
frt’icr’s death, and was high in his favour. 

It will naturally be fuppofed, that at the taking of a city like 
Slilrauz, which liad enjoyed a repofe of near thirty years of peace, 
cverv tiling would have gone to ruin indKcrimlnately, and that plun- 
der and dcfolation W'ould have xnaikcd the progrels of the vidlorl- 
OU3 treops ; but tills was not the cale, for Ali Murad Khan, with a 
coiifideration worthy of prailc, had give a the flricteft and rnoft puli'- 
tivc orders to Akbar Khan, tliat t:;c city Ihould not be plundered ; 
and thefe ordc:s, (::vce])t in a few unavnida’ 1^^ i.dlanc^s, were flrlcT:- 
ly obeyed. merchants in g:i)cr..l iavu! their clKcls by a pr.c*- 

-fent of thirty or furcy Tomans cich, which is about fue Lui-dad 
rupees. 
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^ At the time the city was taken, Sadick Khan, together with 
8 family his minifter Meerza Mahomed Hofleen, and liis family, retired in- 
tadel. fo tiie citadel, which place was immediatrly inv..fted, and fur- 
rendered on the tliird day. Sadick Khan, with his three children, 
hfy fur- feized and put into dole confinement ; and after hdng depri- 
''rivedof finally made away with by the cruel Akbar Khan, 

ami The mode of Sadick Khan’s death is uncertain ; fomc fav that he was 

erwardi ^ “ 

t to compelled to eat cut glafs, others that he beat out his own brains 
with a mace ; and. this laft is moft likely to have been the cafe, as 
he was a man of very high fpirit. 

Sadick Khan’s fate cannot be much lamented, if we confi- 
der his cruel and unjuft treatment of his nephew, and his violent 
ufurpation of the government, though the tumultuous and ungo- 
vernable fituatlon of the times may extenuate l)is adions in fomc 
degree. Setdick Khan was in other refpeds a nobleman of great 
charadcr, his abilities in w^ar had gained him the confidence and 
afFediion of his brother, the late Vakeel, and his coik1ii 61 clurin" 
the fiege of Buflbra, was woithy of military praife. He did many 
good offices to the Englilh, from his eailicil: acquaintance with 
them, of which the following is a particular inflance: — Soon after 
llie capture of Buflbra, in the courie of a converfarioii with 
Mr. Latouchc, the Englilh refidjiit, he obfer^td that there was 
not a fiiigle houle in the place (excepting the fadory) that was 
fit for his reception, and added, but Jo gnat is my cjleem for the 
Englip nation^ that I would not reJiJe in ity if the walls were 
made of gold; and he verified this declaration by preventing evciy 
attempt to moleft them. He was liberal and magnificent in his 

diipo* 
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difpofition, and in this much refembled his brother Kerim 
Khan. 

Besides the three children above mentioned, Sadick Khan had 
a fourth, named Jaafar Khan, who, at the time that Shirauz was 
befieged, was governor, on behalf of his father, of the provinces 
of Bcaboon and Shuftcr, whicli lay to the fouth-weft of Shirauz. 
I'hls iiobicinaii had come to the camp of All Murad Khan, du- 
ring the fiege, and had made his fubmiflions, for which reafon his 
life was Ipared when the city was taken. 

The fixth dny after the capture of Sliit'auz, All Murad Khan 
made his entry, and fixed his refdcncc in the citadel. Shortly 
afC‘ r he difeovereJ, by the means of Iccrct intelligence, that his 
nilnilior and fa/ourltc, Akbar Khan, was fomenting a confpiracy 
againU liis perlon and government; and as the proofs of ihofc 
dcligns were clear, he lent foi* him privately, acquainted him of 
.ill the circuinftanccs that had come to his knowledge — reviled him 
in the Icvereft terms for his bafenefs and ingratitjJe, and without 
waiting for any reply or juftitkation, ordered Ja .fir Khan, who 
was ill attendance, to revenge hlmfclf on the murderer of his father 
and thr.e brothers, which he accordingly did by plunging a dagger 
into his bitafl:. Akbar Khan expired inftantly, and his remains 
were flung into the great fquare before the palace. Jaafir Khan 
foon after was appointed governor of Khums, a province to the 
noith-weft of Ifpahaii ; and at this period there was a flattering 
profptdl: of Perfia being fetiled under the government of one man ; 
but it was obfeured by the power and credit which Akau Maho- 
med 
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mcd Khan had acquired in tlie provinces of Mazanderan and 
Gillian, on the coaft of tlie Cafpian lea. 

Akau Mahomed. Khan is the Ton of Ilufl'cn Khan Kcjar. 
On the ni^ht following Kerim Khan’s death, he found means to 
make his efcape from Shirauz, and fled to the noithward, whei^ 
collefling fome troops, he loon made himfclf mafter of Mazan- 
dcran and Ghilin, and was proclaimed neaily about the time that 
Ali Mural Khan liad taken Shirnuz. Ic is remarkable, that fro:i 
his firfl: entering into a comrerition f)r tlie rovern-rent, he h.;s been 
fuccefsful in every battle which he lias fo iolr. I/e is an eu:roe!?, 
having been made fo whilfl: an infant, by tl.c command of Nadir 
Shah, but pofiblf'S great pcribnal bravery, 

Ali jMurad Kuan, hearing of the fuccefs of Akan xM.ihoVicd 
Khr.n, ckt^rn/med to co aprinflhim. IJis army I cing r.iTmblc’d, he 
commenced Ji;.^ nnrcli lor ir]).han, and aflhined tlu* title of Ali 
Murad Slnh. Sd d Murad Khan, his kinfman, was left as gover- 
nor of Siiirauz, w'.iicli he garriiuiud vn y flrongly, and vv.is appoint- 
ed Brglcr Beg of the p:ovince of Fuis. Ali Murad Shah ftaid a 
fliort time at Ilpahnn, in order to f ttlc tlie confufions that had 
crept into the government during his ahlene • ; and having arranged 
every thing to his fatisfuSlion, again ut iurwards to Mazanderan 
to meet his opponent Akau Mahomed Khan ; but he had not ad- 
vanced above three divs march, wiien int liigence was brought him 
that a rebellion liad broken out in ii'p<ihan ; lie was at this time 
very ill. Being enraged at th.; intcrrupil in of his progrtls, he refo- 
lutely determined to punidi ibvcivly tliofc who had been the caufe 

of 
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of if, he inftantly mounted his horfe, and commanded his army to ~ . 
march back to Ilpahan ; but on the fecond day he fell fuddenly 
from his horfe and expired on the fpot. This circumftance is 
much to be regretted, as it was fiippofed, from his great abilities 
and film manner of adting, he would havelettled the diftradted af- 
fairs of the Perfian empire. AH Murad Shah was a nobleman of And cUa- 

^ . ratftcr. 

great /pirit and bravery, and had confiderablc abilities in the field : 
he w'as fevere in maintaining the difeipline of his army, and in his 
difpoiition ferocious, though very kind to thofe who affifted him in 
gaining his power. 

Upon the death of Ali Murad Shah, affairs fell again into confu- 
fion. At this period Jaafar Khan, the eldeff and only furviving fon 
of Sadick Khan, was governor of Khums: he deemed this a favour- 
able opportunity to aflert his pretenfions to the government, and 
immediately marched with what few troops he had tolfpahan: 
foot! after his arrival he was joined by the greater part of the mal- 
contents, who were then in arms. In this fituation he remained verntnenu • 
fome time ; but Akan- Mahomed Khan coming down upon him 
with his army, be was obliged to rifque his fate in a battle, and 
being defeated, fled with the fmall remains of his troops, taking 
the road to Shirauz. 

When intelligence of Jaafir Klian’s dilfrcflLd fituation and ap- 
proach firft reached Seiud Morad Khan, tliat nobleman began to 
entertain an idea of excluding him, and of aliiiming t e govern-# 
meut himfelf. The garrilon, however, were averle to him ; 
and at this critical period, Meerza Mahomed Holiein arriving, 

N n informed 



informed him tb^'Jaafar Klian^ in the event of his quiet fabimf- 
fioAy vvouid . both allow him to remiuh unhurt at Shiratiz, and to 
enje^ A ihare of the adtnmiftratbn. Doubt of fuccefs on one (ide, 
under circumfiauces of certain oppofition, and coo(id?ration fpc 
his perfonal Iccuiity on the other, induced him to drop his ambi- 
tious views, and to otder the gates to be throvvii open to Jaafar 
Khan, who acco^ingly tbok pofleflitMi pf the govertmtient in 
peace. 
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A SHORT time after, Jaafar Kh'an finding himfelf ftrengthened 
by an incrcafe of his army, determined to venture a fecond 
engagement with bis opponent Akan Mahomed Khan, and for 
this purpofe marched with his array towards Ilpalian : the two 
armies met near Yezdekhaft, when a battle enlued, and Akan 
Mahomed Khan’s Superior fortune again prevailing, Jaafar Khan 
was defeated, and retired to Shiiauz, 


AH'Kei\U At this period All Kouli Khan, Hakim (or Governor) of the 
W«. ” city of Kazeroon, a place fituated between Abu Shehr and Shi- 

rauz, and dependant on the latter, thought proper to throw off 
his allegiaoce to Jaafar Khan, to whom he had before fubmitted, 
and whofe power he had acknowledged. This happened in the 
year 1785. • 


Jaafar Khan, upon the news of this event, lent a confiderable 
4 )ody of troops againft Alt Kouli Khan, and a battle was fought 
near the village of Dufturjun, in which AH Kouli Khan tyas defeat- 
ed and oUliged to fly. However, . fhortly afterwards, lie was per- 

(uaded 
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/iiadcd to go to Shirauz! ill order to make his fubmlflions, on the 
flrength of the oaths fworn upon the Koran, and promifes of 
Jaafar Khan not td touch a hair of his head; on his arrival, he 
was feized, confined as a clofe piifoncr in the citadel, and all his 
effefls were confifcated. There is little probability of his enlarge- ” 
ment onlefs a revolution in tlie government fhould happen. The 
brother of this nobleman, Rcza Kouli Klian, heating of his 
captivity, fled inftantly fioin Kazeroon, taking along with him 
all ‘his effcfts, which were very confiderable. fie went to the 
port of Abu Shehr, and claimed the protedion of Sheik Nalir, 
but afterwards retired to Buflora, where he how refides, wailing 
for Ibme future opportunity to refume his rank and dignity. On 
the feizure of Aii Kouli Khan, Jaafar Khan apjroinud a kinfman 
of his own (Ahili Himmut Khan) to the government of Kaze- 
roon, which he ftill continues to hold. 


In thelpting of 1786, Jaafar Khan had determined on leading 
his army againft Abu Shehr, in order to punilh Sheick Ntifir for 
having given prote<£tion to Rcza Kouli Khan, and for refufing to 
fend the annual Peilhculh, or prefent, which the Shirauz govern- 
ment demands from Abu Shehr as an acknowledgement of its 
dependance on it. Sheick Nalir, who is turned of eighty years of 
age, refolved to hold out againft thefe efforts of J.ur'ar Khan, and 
made preparations accordingly. Jaafar Khasi proceeded on his 
march as far as Kazeroon, when his claims were adjufted by tiie 
mediation of the friends of eacli party ; a lack of rupees was paid 
by Sheick Naftr, and Jaaf..r Khan returned to Shir-iuz with his 
army. — My thanks are due to Mr. Jones, of the Buffbra fadlory, 
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for this part of ^y^W^Svis. On jhe's^tlV Apr!}; 'Seit 4 

Miirgd Khan, ^|d was' gtivemor at thft tutM^'of Ali 

Murad Khan’s-'destb, and had fliewp himfelf aveffe to Jaafar Khau’s 
pofle,ffion of the goveroment, was ■ fuddenljjt feized during 
tile ftftivity ot the Cheragooiis, (a ceremony and fbftival made in 
honour of the fecond foil of Jaafar Khan, at the tin.-^Ue underwent 
the operation of the Surumf, or circumdfion, prefcrib.-d iiy the 
Mahoinedanlaw). This unhappy' jioblcman, on his capture, wascwi'^ 
veyed to the citadel, wiiere Ije was fevcrely beaten: his effi-fts ;jvcre 
taken from him, amounting to an immenic luni, moftly the trea- 
fures of Kerim Khan, Which had been confided to his care at the 
pec- time of Ali Murad Khan’s departure for ifpalian. The crime pre- 

ws on , , , i» j 1 • /^ I . « ^ 

bcauic, teiideu to be alieclged ngniiift hirn wasa coiirpitacy agaitift the 
government ; but the people at Shiraiiz generally fuppofed .that his ' 
, jmpi ilbnincnt was Iblcly owing to his having formerly conceived an 
oppofitlon to Jaafar Khan, whoftill kept it in his mind, and who was, , 
. jealous of his remaining power, and [lerhaps tempted at the faipe 
time by his wealth : w'hatfoevcr may have been the caufe, he ftiU 
remains in prifon, but whether deprived of light or not, is uncer- 
tain, as all tranliiaions refpeaing ftate-prifouers in Perfia arc dark 
and fccrct: however, it is the general opinion that tlie unhappy 
roan lias lu^ercd that cruel punifhment, and it is but too natural to 
fuj'pofe it, iToni the example and experience of former limes. The 
above revolution rook place during my own refidtiice at Shirauz, 
and therefore the account may be deemed perfedlly authentic. On 
the 25th of June, 1787, Jaafiir Kh:ui quitted Shirauz, andfliortly 
after tparclud his army to the northward, but returned in Odober 
witiiout iiaviiig efteded any thing. Sucli is tlie prefijjit Jfta.te of 

Perliar 








